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2014 - 2015 Update on Activities and Plans -- Priests for Life 

 
 
Introduction and Recent Developments 
 
Priests for Life, the largest Catholic ministry focused on ending abortion, is 
actually a family of interrelated apostolates, including Deacons for Life, 
Seminarians for Life, Missionaries of the Gospel of Life, Rachel's Vineyard, the 
Silent No More Awareness Campaign, African-American Outreach, Hispanic 
Outreach, Youth Outreach, Political Responsibility, Prayer Campaign, Life on the 
Line Media Outreach, and the Parliamentary Network for Critical Issues. All of 
these are organized under a larger umbrella of Gospel of Life Ministries. 
 
The following report is a partial summary of some of the activities of 2014 and 
plans for 2015. Our Pastoral Team, includes Dr. Alveda King, Marie Smith, Dr. 
Theresa and Kevin Burke, Janet Morana, Bryan Kemper, Fr. Victor Salomon, Fr. 
Frank Pavone, Fr. Denis Wilde, OSA, and others who work with the ministries that 
comprise the Priests for Life/Gospel of Life Family. 
 
Priests for Life has received a report from the Vatican's Congregation for the 
Clergy, which has carefully reviewed our work. The report states, "Without doubt, 
PFL has offered to the Church a great service in the Pro-Life movement. By all 
indications, Father Pavone is a truly charismatic leader who has led PFL to 
significant heights….[T]he work and finances of PFL are in order… The Association 
has been well administered financially…[T]he administrative costs of PFL are in 
keeping with other groups receiving similar funding in the United States." 
 



2 

 

Since then Priests for Life has implemented additional revisions to its statutes 
and corporate structure to accommodate the growth and diversification the 
ministry has undergone over the years. 
 
Priests for Life has also, at the end of 2014, received another clean audit of its 
finances from an independent auditor, as we have done for many years.  
 

 
Extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the Family -- October 2014 
 
Working within our relationship with the Pontifical Council for the Family, Priests 
for Life submitted material for consideration for the Synod of Bishops held in 
October. This material focused on how the ongoing violence of abortion is the 
greatest destroyer of family life, and how the defense of the right to life and the 
healing of the family from the wounds of abortion are at the heart of 
evangelization.  
 
Input will also be given by Priests for Life for the Synod that will occur in 2015, 
and we are taking part in meetings at the Vatican starting in January for that 
purpose.  

 
 
World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia -- September 2015 
 
Priests for Life presented to Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, President of the 
Pontifical Council for the Family, and to Archbishop Charles Chaput a letter signed 
by 70 leaders of national pro-life organizations expressing support of the Church's 
efforts on behalf of the family, and specifically pledging collaboration in the 
upcoming World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia in September, 2015.  
 
Priests for Life will lead a pro-life event during the course of the World Meeting 
of Families. This evening event, to occur on Wednesday, September 23, will bring 
numerous pro-life leaders and groups together from across the nation and 
around the world, and will emphasize how the affirmation of family means the 
affirmation of the rights of its youngest members.  
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Parliamentary Network for Critical Issues 
 
Under our "Gospel of Life Ministries" umbrella we have continued to employ 
Marie Smith who operates the Parliamentary Network for Critical Issues.  
 
In 2014, PNCI continued its international outreach sharing best pro-life practices, 
responding to requests for assistance, and sharing information on the United 
Nations, especially on the Post 2015 development agenda. 
 
PNCI continued to meet with lawmakers, religious leaders, and pro-life leaders 
from around the world; to network with pro-life leaders, legislators, and staff on 
ways to obstruct efforts to include abortion in development aid. 
 
PNCI continued to alert its network to the latest pro-abortion actions and 
strategies through special email alerts, updates and a monthly newsletter and 
through its membership on 5 pro-life Google groups, including 3 international 
groups. The PNCI website was maintained with the latest news and headlines 
affecting a culture of life around the world. 
 
PNCI’s Director, Marie Smith, maintained her role as a women’s rights and human 
rights expert for the Holy See Mission to the United Nations. At the UN, she 
served on the Holy See’s delegation for the Commission on the Status of Women 
and on for the Commission on Population and Development. 
 
As a Special Representative for PFL to the UN, Marie Smith prepared submission 
statements presenting PFL’s pro-life, pro-child, pro-mother, and pro-family 
position to various US commissions and prepared PFL handouts for delegates. 
Collaborating with other pro-life NGOs, and with Bob Lalonde, PNCI helped to 
advance support for the culture of life at the UN. 
 
Marie Smith continued to be recognized as an expert and presented on 
international and UN pro-life issues at international and domestic meetings and 
forums. In recognition of her work, Marie Smith was a co-recipient of the 
Evangelium Vitae Medal from the Notre Dame Center for Ethics and Culture 
along with her husband, Congressman Chris Smith. 
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Healing the Shockwaves of Abortion  
 
In the year 2015, Priests for Life, through its Silent No More Awareness Campaign 
will take an in-depth look at how abortion  impacts society. The damage abortion 
does is multifaceted: baby, mom, dad, grandparents, siblings, friends, abortion 
providers, pro-life advocates, and our entire society. Since the wound is 
multifaceted, so is the healing. Nobody can be healed from abortion in isolation. 
The healing must extend to all of the relationships the wounded person has. We 
all heal together.  Each month, therefore, we will focus on a special target group 
that has been directly impacted by abortion loss, with helpful information, 
resources, and abortion-recovery programs.   
 

Rachel's Vineyard 
 
The ministry of Rachel's Vineyard continues to be the largest outreach of the 
Church around the world for healing after abortion. It operates under the 
umbrella of Priests for Life, and utilizes a retreat model based in Scripture and 
the sacraments. The annual report of Rachel's Vineyard for 2014 has just been 
released. 
 

 
Society of Centurions -- August 2015 Rehabilitation week 
 
For the last twenty years, Priests for Life has been working with medical 
professionals to develop a program of healing for former abortionists and their 
staff. The "Society of Centurions," founded in 1996 by Canadian psychiatrist Dr. 
Philip Ney, has been guiding such people to healing ever since.  
 
From August 7 - 15, 2015, Dr. Ney, in conjunction with the Priests for Life team, 
will offer a week-long rehabilitation session for those who have left the abortion 
industry. 
 
 

Preaching on Abortion  
 

A new book by Fr. Frank Pavone about preaching on abortion is being prepared. 
Along with providing an overview about preaching on abortion based on the 
extensive experience of the Priests For Life team since 1991, the book will include 
the most frequently asked questions and concerns of clergy regarding preaching 

https://www.priestsforlife.org/2014-rachel-vineyard-review.pdf
https://www.priestsforlife.org/2014-rachel-vineyard-review.pdf


5 

 

on this topic, as well as notes for homily suggestions, drawing from each set of 
Sunday readings for the entire three-year Sunday cycle of the lectionary. 
 

 
Promoting the Consistent Ethic: Abortion and the Death Penalty 
 

In the interests of reinforcing the consistency of the church's pro-life message 
and of bringing together groups of people who are legitimately focused on the 
abortion issue with other groups that are legitimately focused on ending the 
death penalty, Fr. Frank Pavone and Sr. Helen Prejean have agreed to make a 
joint appearance in 2015 so that each can speak on the respective issues that 
they have been championing cross pollinate the audiences that they each attract 
with an understanding of the consistency of the message. 
 

 

Reversal of RU-486 
 

 

The abortion technique of RU-486 involves taking two distinct drugs separated by 
a short period of time. The circumstance arises regularly that mothers take the 
first drug and then change their mind about aborting their child prior to taking 
the second drug. One of our medical advisors at Priests for Life, Dr. Matt 
Harrison, encountered this situation in his office, and by necessity experimented 
with successful results on a progesterone protocol to reverse the effects of the 
first drug in the RU-486 combination and save the life of the child. Since then, 
and in collaboration with other physicians, this protocol has been developed, and 
a medical kit now made available to physicians to reverse the deadly effects of 
this abortion procedure. Priests for Life is collaborating with these physicians to 
educate both the public and the medical profession about this through a series of 
initiatives in 2015. 
 

 

The Church and Politics 
 
Through an upcoming book as well as an extensive series of articles and videos, 
Priests for Life will continue to explore the freedom that the church has -- and 
must preserve -- to preach, teach, and "pass moral judgment even in matters 
relating to politics" (Second Vatican Council, Gaudium et Spes, n.76). This does 
not mean becoming partisan or violating the law, but rather understanding and 
exercising the freedom to proclaim and specifically apply the pro-life teaching of 
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the church to the political arena, independent of the exaggerated concerns about 
what this might due to the tax exempt status of the church. 
 
 

 
Elections and Vote Pro-life Coalition 
 
The midterm elections of 2014 has been a key priority for Priests for Life, working 
through our own organization and the "Vote Pro-life Coalition" which we 
established. Polling results (The Polling Company/WomanTrend) showed 23% of 
voters indicating that the abortion issue influenced them to vote for pro-life 
candidates, and 16% saying the abortion issue influence them to vote for pro-
choice candidates. This 7% advantage for pro-life is larger than the margin of 
victory of many races.  
 
 

 
Pain Capable Unborn Child Protection Act 
  
Priests for Life will continue in the coming year to provide strong educational and 
practical support for the Pain Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, a measure 
that protects unborn children after 20 weeks due to the child's capacity to feel 
pain. In particular, with the newly elected US Senate, we will push for the bill to 
receive a vote in that body as it received a vote (and passage) in the US House of 
Representatives in the Congress currently concluding. 
 
Does the focus on fetal pain obscure our message that abortion is wrong whether 
the child feels pain or not? No, not any more than that message that "abortion 
hurts women" obscures our message that abortion is wrong whether the woman 
is hurt or not. 
 
The fact is that in a society in which so many have lost their grasp of fundamental 
morality, the experiential dimension of the impact of abortion (whether from the 
vantage point of the experience of the mother or of the child) can help them to 
begin to re-evaluate the position of abortion on demand and begin moving in the 
direction of reasonable restrictions on the procedure, with many lives saved as a 
result. 
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HHS Lawsuit Continues 
 
Priests for Life was the fourth group to launch a federal lawsuit against the "HHS 
Mandate". Having had oral arguments last Spring, a three-judge panel of the US 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit issued an adverse ruling in 
November 2014. We are now appealing to the full court, and will, if necessary, 
appeal to the US Supreme Court as well. In any case, no matter what happens, 
Priests for Life will not obey the mandate. 
 
 

Closing of abortion mills 
 
 We will continue to work with Operation Rescue and Life Dynamics to 
close abortion facilities by collecting information on the unlawful practices that 
occur daily in these facilities and bringing them to the attention both of state 
agencies and also of the employees of these facilities, warning such employees 
that they too can face legal trouble if they do not blow the whistle on the illegal 
practices that they notice in these facilities. Some 73 abortion facilities in the 
United States were shut down in 2014. 
 

 
ProLifeCentral.com 
 
Over the last twenty years Priests for Life has developed a large amount of pro-
life educational material and utilized it around the world. This year, along with 
developing new educational tools, we will re-organize and re-deploy our 
educational mission through a new online entity, ProLifeCentral.com.  
 Along with this site, which will also include an online university that 
combines the wisdom and experience of many leaders in the pro-life movement, 
we will utilize special educational websites, featuring experts on a variety of pro-
life topics. 
 Fr. Frank's new book will also be published in 2014, and will take the form 
of a manifesto regarding what needs to be done next in the pro-life effort to 
bring an end to abortion. 
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Media  

 
 Priests for Life will produce at least three full television series for EWTN 
this year: two new seasons of Defending Life, one new season of Defendiendo la 
Vida, and two new seasons of The Catholic View for Women. 
 Fr. Denis Wilde, OSA and Fr. Victor Salomon join Janet Morana and Fr. 
Frank Pavone in the production and taping of various episodes of Defending Life, 
and Teresa Tomeo and Astrid Bennett Gutierrez join Janet for the Catholic View 
for Women. 
 Our internet program Pro-life Straight Talk will continue, and we will 
expand our internet broadcasting to include other new programs. 

 

 
Pro-life Leadership Coalition  

 
 Priests for Life has developed the "Pro-life Leadership Coalition," through 
which we will continue, as we have done in the past, to convene meetings and 
retreats both private and public, conference calls and webcasts at strategically 
valuable times, to bring pro-life leaders together to work in unity and to discern 
joint action that they can take, as well as to keep each other informed of various 
initiatives they are taking separately. 

 
 

Prayer campaigns 
 
 We will continue our campaign to mobilize believers to pray each day for 
an end to abortion. We do this by means of a daily prayer to end abortion, and at 
special times, by means of seasonal prayers and novenas. The prayer website 
www.PrayerCampaign.org as well as the Facebook cause 
www.ProLifePrayers.com provides the faithful with specific pro-life prayers 
related to liturgical seasons, pro-life feasts, and other significant occasions. The 
prayers are made available in English and Spanish. 
 We will also make available prayer cards for certain of these occasions 
throughout the year.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.prayercampaign.org/
http://www.prolifeprayers.com/


9 

 

National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children 
 
 Priests for Life again co-sponsored the National Day of Remembrance for 
Aborted Children on September 13, 2014, and will do so again on September 12, 
2015. This initiative is done in collaboration with the Pro-life Action League and 
with Citizens for a Pro-life Society. At approximately 40 different gravesites 
throughout the United States, where tens of thousands of aborted children are 
buried, simultaneous memorial services are held on that day. Leading up to this 
observance, educational efforts focus people on how these burial places came to 
be, how the babies were found, and how they were killed in the first place.  
 

Pro-life Day of Silent Solidarity 
 
 Our youth department, under the direction of Bryan Kemper, conducts 
each year, on the third Tuesday of October, the "Pro-life Day of Silent Solidarity," 
on which students commit to be totally silent all day as a sign of their solidarity 
with the children in the womb. When someone attempts to speak with them, 
they hand them a flyer explaining abortion and the reason they are silent. Lives 
have been saved as a result of this project. 
 
Priests for Life Rome Office  
 
Geoffrey Strickland mans our Rome office full time and represents Priests for Life 
at many strategic meetings at the Vatican. Recent activities have included the 
following: 
 

 Papal St. Valentine’s Day Event with Pontifical Council for Family 

 International Conference on Theological Status of Unborn Child  

 Conference on International Pro Life Legacy of Saint John Paul II 

 Events Surrounding the Canonization of Sts. John Paul II and John XXIII 

 International Pro Life Conferences and the Rome March for Life 

 Regular Collaboration with Pontifical Council for Family 

 Multi-Lingual Media Interviews   

 International Legal Research, Writing, and Publication on Pro Life themes 

 Research, Writing, and Publication on Interreligious Pro Life 
Collaboration       

 Canonical Research and Consultation 

 Italian Pro Life Collaboration 


