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Protecting Unborn Children From Pain 

By Senator Marco Rubio 

One year ago today Kermit Gosnell was found guilty of murder for killing three babies born 

alive during illegal late-term abortions. His shameful indifference to the lives of both these 

victims and the desperate women he claimed to treat shocked the nation. On this first anniversary 

of Gosnell’s conviction, we are reminded of the work that remains to protect the most innocent 

and vulnerable among us.  

As an original co-sponsor of the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act (S.1670), I was 

disappointed that Majority Leader Harry Reid and Senate Democrats blocked today’s attempt to 

bring this compassionate and reasonable legislation to the floor for a vote.  

S.1670 would protect unborn babies beginning at 20 weeks – more than halfway through 

pregnancy – when science reveals that they can feel excruciating pain. 

The dignity of each and every human life is fundamental. And deep disagreements exist among 

our people about abortion, surely we should aspire to be a nation where we protect unborn babies 

who can feel pain, respond to touch, and recognize their mothers’ voices. 

This legislation is sound policy and widely supported by the public. Yet sadly, this is a policy on 

which the United States lags far behind the rest of the world. According to a recent study 

released by the Charlotte Lozier Institute, the United States is one of only seven countries that 

allow elective abortion past 20 weeks, joining, among others, China and North Korea. This is a 

tragedy that cannot stand. 

I am proud to be joining Senator Lindsey Graham and 39 of my colleagues in the Senate in 

strongly supporting the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act. I hope the Majority Leader 

will reconsider and allow this legislation to be considered on the floor. 

Permalink: http://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2014/5/protecting-unborn-children-

from-pain 
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