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Events around U.s. to mark  
38th anniversary of roe v. Wade 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Thousands of pro-lifers 
from all over the U.S. are expected to travel to 
the nation’s capital for events marking the Jan. 
22 anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 
Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion. The 
same day the high court ruled on the Roe case, it 
also handed down the companion decision Doe v. 
Bolton. Together, Roe and Doe defined abortion as a 
constitutional right and overturned most state laws 
banning it. This year’s March for Life in Washington 
will be Jan. 24. The theme is: “Thou shalt protect 
the equal right to life of each innocent born and 
pre-born human in existence at fertilization – no 
exception, no compromise.”

The event falls on the Monday after the official 
Roe anniversary to allow participants to visit their 
representatives on Capitol Hill after a noon rally on 
the National Mall and a march along Constitution 
Avenue to the Supreme Court.

Prior to the march, a Mass for North Carolina 
residents will be said at 11:30 a.m. at the Basilica 
of the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
adjacent to the Catholic University of America. 
Raleigh Bishop Michael F. Burbidge will be the main 
celebrant, and Charlotte Bishop Peter J. Jugis will 
be the homilist.

On the eve of the main event, March for Life 
organizers plan to hold a mini-rally in Lafayette 
Park across from the White House.

Among the Roe anniversary events planned in 
Washington, D.C., will be an afternoon Pro-Life 
Leadership Mass Jan. 23 in the St. Vincent de Paul 
Chapel at Catholic University. The main celebrant 
and homilist will be Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo 
of Galveston-Houston, chairman of the bishops’ 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities.

Across the country, for the seventh year in a 
row, the West Coast Walk for Life will draw pro-life 
supporters to San Francisco Jan. 22.

For a complete list of events, go to marchforlife.
org.

‘It is love that motivates us,” Bishop 
Jugis preaches during Mass for life

georgianna penn
Correspondent

GREENSBORO — Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrated a Respect for 
Life Mass for the Greensboro vicariate Jan. 17 at St. Pius X Church in 
Greensboro.

The celebration began with a prelude by the parish’s hand bell choir and 
the processional hymn of  ‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,’ which seemed 
to be a theme of  Christ’s love throughout the Mass.

Bishop Jugis gave a homily filled with hope, 
love and peace.

“It is in sharing the good things that God has 
given us that we will make a change,” he said.

He shared an inspiring story of  how the pro-
life movement has grown since his early days 
of  involvement in the 1980s. The movement is 
driven by love – love for Christ and love for each 
other, he said.  “Love is the motivation for all our 
pro-life efforts. Love never fails.”

“Peace is the root of  love,” he continued, 
stating that abortion, while it may appear to be 
helpful for someone in a desperate situation, 
is only the beginning to a dark road ahead. 
“Abortion is the promise of  a wounded soul and 
broken heart.” 

He urged Catholics to continue this ministry 
in love, “from all that we do with local crisis 
pregnancy centers to the peaceful witness of  
prayer outside an abortion clinic,” for it is in the 
peaceful witness of  love that lives will be saved.

He ended his homily by sharing that peaceful 
witnessing outside abortion clinics can make a difference.

“Some women feel they have no choice because of  their situation, but are 
‘just looking for a ‘sign.’ And when they arrive at the abortion clinic and 
see our peaceful witness, for some, that’s their sign.” Even in the waiting 
room, women have changed their minds and chosen life for their unborn 
children, he said.

The Mass ended with a song by the St. Pius X School choir, “Child of  
Peace.” A reception followed the Mass, hosted by the St. Pius X Respect Life 
Ministry with help from other Respect Life ministries throughout the area. 
Several St. Pius X parishioners and Boy Scouts distributed information 
about how others can get involved in the pro-life movement, as well as 
information about Rachel’s Vineyard, the Washington, D.C. March for Life, 
Room at the Inn, and the Greensboro Pregnancy Care Center.

‘Voices of experience’ reverberate 
through uptown Charlotte during 

March for Life

sUeann HoWell
staFF writer

CHARLOTTE — Participants and passersby may forget the cold 
and the ice they braved to get to Independence Square in uptown 
Charlotte during the March for Life Charlotte Jan. 15, but chances 
are they won’t forget the booming voices of  Father Frank Pavone 
and the Silent No More awareness campaign witnesses who 
poured out their hearts with the truth of  the horror of  abortion in 
our nation.

Father Pavone, who travels extensively for Priests for Life to 
spread the message of  the sanctity of  all human life, took the stage 
at the corner of  Trade and Tryon streets during the midday lunch 
rush and captured people’s attention with his powerful words.

“We’ve got a disaster on our hands in this country that too many 
people feel free to ignore,” Father Pavone began addressing the 
crowd.

“Too many people feel that this is something that we ought to 
just agree to disagree about. We’re here today to give a message. 
This is not an issue that we can agree to disagree on, because 
when somebody is perpetrating violence against someone else, you 
don’t sit back and agree to disagree with the perpetrator. You stop 
the perpetrator! That’s what you do!” he boomed.

“This is not just a matter of  viewpoints; it’s about violence. This 
is not just a matter of  beliefs; it’s about bloodshed. Would that 
this was just a theoretical issue that people could discuss, and 
debate and disagree about. But the fact of  the matter is that while 
it is being discussed, and while it’s being debated and disagreed 
about, people are being killed – and that is what we are here to 
say must stop. Not at some future time when our nation comes 
to a consensus about it, because the sad reality is that the babies 
who are scheduled to be aborted today, tomorrow and the next day 
cannot wait for that consensus. That consensus at some future 
time is too late for the lives threatened today,” Father Pavone said.

More than 500 marchers – men, women, children, clergy and the 
elderly who had joined the March for Life at the diocesan Pastoral 
Center on South Church Street or met up with the march when it 
approached Trade and Tryon streets – gathered at Independence 
Square during the presentations, holding signs indicating their 
support for the right to life.

“We come here today with a sense of  urgency. We come here 
today with a plea to our fellow citizens to look beyond the rhetoric 
and pause just long enough to consider the reality of  what 
abortion is,” Father Pavone said.

buses being readied across diocese 
for march on Washington, D.c.

Cindia g. leonard
Correspondent

GREENSBORO — Along with many other parishes 
across the diocese, Our Lady of Grace Church in 
Greensboro is organizing a bus ride to Washington, 
D.C., for the national March for Life Jan. 24.

Their bus will depart at 2 a.m. Monday from the 
Four Seasons Town Centre in Greensboro, then 
it will stop to pick up more march participants in 
Burlington and Durham.

It is being organized by Our Lady of Grace’s 
Respect Life Committee. David Foppe has been 
helping to prepare for this annual bus ride for four 
years, and Foppe, Georgette Koty and others have 
been planning this trip since October.

The bus is only half full but many parishioners 
don’t decide to attend the march until the last 
minute, Foppe said. 

“In years past the bus was filled all the way up, 
54 people,” he said. “So far we only have 26 people. 
We are expecting to have 46 people at the end.”

“This is a work that’s pleasing to God,” he said. “It 
truly is God’s work.”

There is still time to participate in the national 
March for Life. Call your parish office for details 
on bus rides being organized by local Respect Life 
ministries.

Speaking up for LIFE
‘Love is the 
motivation for 
all our pro-life 
efforts. Love 
never fails.’
— bishop  
    peter J. Jugis

more online
VieW more coverage of the Charlotte March for life, 
including a photo slideshow as well as video highlights of 
Father Frank pavone’s stirring speech from the corner of 
trade and tryon streets, online at catholicnewsherald.com/
interactive.

GeorGianna penn | CatholiC news herald

bishop peter J. Jugis celebrates a respect for life Mass for the greensboro vicariate Jan. 17 
at st. pius X church in greensboro.

(above) During a powerful address at independence 
square in uptown charlotte, Father Frank pavone of 
priests for life exhorts the people of charlotte and the 
participants in the March for life to defend the dignity of 
all human life and speak out against abortion.

(left) More than 500 men, women and children 
participated in the March for life charlotte Jan. 14. the 
sometimes icy route took marchers from the Diocese of 
charlotte pastoral center on south church street, past 
st. peter church on south tryon street, to the corner of 
trade and tryon streets and then up West trade street to 
the federal courthouse.

photos by patriCia GuilFoyle | CatholiC news herald
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He appealed to women who may be facing 
unplanned pregnancies, encouraging them 
to allow the pro-life community to help them. 
He also appealed to men, entreating them to 
live up to God’s call for them to be protectors 
and providers.

Standing behind Father Pavone at the foot 
of  the stage were women and men from the 
Silent No More awareness campaign who 
helped lead the march with him. They held 
signs that read “I regret my abortion” and 
“Men regret lost fatherhood.”

“Now we hear more than ever the voice 
of  experience,” Father Pavone said. He gave 
credit to the courageous women and men 
who give witness to their sufferings and who 
seek healing of  the scars that abortion has 
left behind.

Debbie Capen, a Silent No More advocate, 
is a wife, mother and devout Catholic who 
in her college years suffered the physical, 
emotional and spiritual pain associated with 
abortion. She took the stage after Father 
Pavone to share her story.

“I realized that I had sacrificed the life of  
another human being just to maintain my 
status quo,” Capen said. “Fortunately, God 
gave me the grace to return to the Catholic 
Church.”

After seeking the sacrament of  
reconciliation, she attended a Rachel’s 
Vineyard retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard is a 
national ministry that helps women and 
men who have been affected by abortion find 
healing.

At the end of  the presentations, Patrick 
Pope of  Charlotte came out of  the crowd 

clutching a pro-life sign and shared his 
emotional testimony about his involvement 
in abortions in the past and how as a 
Catholic he too sought the sacrament of  
reconciliation. He was greeted with hugs and 
applause by other marchers.

The march then continued up West Trade 
Street to the Charles R. Jonas Federal 
Courthouse.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis, members of  the 
Knights of  Columbus, men and women 
religious, 140 Catholic school students 
from Holy Trinity Middle School and the 
lay faithful then took positions along the 
sidewalk in front of  the federal courthouse 
where Father Pavone led marchers in praying 
the sorrowful mysteries of  the rosary. 
Participants then sang the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, led by Bob Loughlin and Heather 
Martin, before concluding the march.

A dinner Friday evening at St. Patrick 
Cathedral, organized by the March for Life 
Charlotte steering committee, brought 
together priests, pro-life physicians and area 
pro-life advocates. Father Frank Pavone was 
the keynote speaker, telling those gathered, 
“I am proud to be back in Charlotte. This is a 
great part of  the world to be in, a great place 
for pro-lifers to encourage one another, as 
we have certainly done today. I know that I 
come away with at least as much if  not more 
encouragement, motivation and invigoration 
from the people with whom I speak, with 
whom I pray and with whom I march as they 
come away with from my having been among 
them.”

Afterwards Tina Witt, organizer of  the 
fifth annual march, said, “We can’t thank 
God enough for all His blessings with this 
march. We are grateful for Father Pavone’s 
powerful preaching and all the ‘Mama Mary 
Marines’ for showing up to pray and march!”

“It is a privilege for me to walk 
with people who are so dedicated to 
the cause of life. We believe in the 
power of prayer to make a positive 
witness to our community. It can 
be an inspiration of conversion 
for those who have never made a 
decision on this issue or those who 
are opposed to it.”
— Father Mark lawlor
pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte, who carried the crucifix 
to lead the March for life Charlotte

“My husband and I are the 
chairpersons of the Respect 
Life committee at our parish. 
This is my first March for Life 
Charlotte. We have five people 
from our church with us.” 
— Janice Neyer
st. thomas aquinas Church, Charlotte

“I am in a very small parish 
outside of Asheville and we don’t 
have a march or anything of this 
sort there. I think we really need to 
do something like this there, too.”
— claudia graham
swannanoa

photos by sueann howell and patriCia GuilFoyle | CatholiC news herald

a woman holds a pro-life sign as motorists pass by the corner of trade and tryon streets in uptown 
charlotte during the March for life charlotte.

bundled up on a cold winter’s day, a woman 
prays the rosary in front of the federal 
courthouse Jan. 14.

a large banner from the 40 Days for life campaign 
is carried down West trade street in charlotte 
during the March for life.

Marchers pray the rosary and hold signs in front of the charles r. Jonas Federal building and U.s. 
courthouse Jan. 14.

Father Frank pavone from priests for life addresses the crowd at independence 
square in charlotte during the March for life.

tina Witt (left) looks on as patrick pope (right) shares his 
experience as a man affected by abortion during the March for life.
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