
Florida’s
Parental
Notification
Amendment

Amendment HJR 1 passed this
year, proposing an amendment

to Florida’s
constitution to allow for

legislation that would require
minors to notify their parents

before having an abortion.

Learn More Inside

This year the Florida House and Sen-
ate passed a joint resolution to amend
the constitution of our State.  This
amendments authorizes the Legisla-
ture to require by general law for no-
tification to a parent or guardian of a
minor before termination of the
minor’s pregnancy.

This amendment creates no
laws, it simply allows for laws to be
created in the future.  Before these
laws can be created the people of
Florida will be allowed to vote on this
amendment.

The Legislature can only be au-
thorized to create this type of law by
amendment to the constitution be-
cause of past judicial decisions which
extended the reach of Florida’s right
to privacy.  The Florida Supreme
Court interpreted a minor’s right to
privacy more important than parent’s
rights.
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What are some reasons to support the
passage of the Parental Notification
Amendment?

To ensure parental rights by requiring that at least
one parent is notified before their minor daughter
has an abortion:

Parents are responsible for paying the medical
bills incurred with any complications
following the abortion. Therefore, they should
be informed of the abortion decision.

Public opinion polls consistently show a
majority of Americans understand the value
of parental involvement and support requiring
parental notification before a minor’s abortion.
(80 percent of the public favor parental
notification laws, Washington Post, July 1,
1992; New York Times, January 16, 1998.)

To ensure teenage girls benefit from the best
possible counsel and care before, during and after
an abortion decision:

Most teenage girls are not prepared for the
possible aftermath (physical, emotional,
psychological) of  abortion. They need their
parents to be informed and involved.

To protect teenage girls from potentially dangerous
medical situations before, during and after an
abortion:

Parental involvement laws decrease the risk
of medical complications connected with the
abortion by allowing parents to provide
important medical information and history
their daughter may not know or provide.

The Language for the PNA (as
it will appear on the November
ballot):

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT

ARTICLE X, SECTION 22

PARENTAL NOTIFICATION OF A
MINOR’S TERMINATION OF
PREGNANCY.— Proposing an
amendment to the State Constitution to
authorize the Legislature to require by
general law for notification to a parent
or guardian of a minor before the
termination of the minor’s pregnancy.
The amendment provides that the
Legislature shall not limit or deny the
privacy rights guaranteed to minors
under the United States Constitution as
interpreted by the United States
Supreme Court. The Legislature shall
provide exceptions to such requirement
for notification and shall create a
process for judicial waiver of the
requirement for notification.

The Reason for the PNA (Parental
Notification Amendment):
Without parental consent, Florida’s minors are
prohibited from obtaining a tattoo, a body
piercing, a lottery ticket, a tobacco product or even
an aspirin from a school nurse.  The University
of Florida even has a policy for notifying parents
of drug and alcohol cases as well as campus DUI
cases.  However, that  same right of notification
does not exist for parents when their minor
daughter undergoes a surgical abortion procedure.

The History of the PNA:
The U.S. Supreme Court’s Casey decision allows
states to pass laws  requiring parental notification

43 of the 50 states have passed parental notice or
consent laws but at least 7 of those states have
had their laws struck down by the courts

Florida is one of those 7 states because the Florida
Supreme Court ruled that the state’s parental
notification law was unconstitutional based on
what they interpret a minor’s right of privacy to
be under the Florida State Constitution

The Solution for the PNA:
Amending the Florida Constitution with the
Parental Notification Amendment will allow a
law to be passed that requires at least one parent
to be notified before an abortion can be performed
on their minor daughter.


