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Bringing Spiritual Power to the Pro-life Movement
by Fr. Frank Pavone - Priests For Life 

One of the ways to define the work of Priests for Life is that we 
minister to the pro-life movement in all its dimensions; we help to 
bring attention to the spiritual graces at work in the movement and to 
fan the flames of those graces in order to have more pro-life success.

Here’s a concrete example of that.

Pro-life activist Lauren Handey told Fr. Frank recently that in 
October, Fr. Stephen Imbarrato,who serves full-time on the Priests 
for Life pastoral team, came to the abortion mill called Metropolitan 
Family Planning in College Park, MD. Fr. Stephen led a prayer meeting 
of about ten people who were preparing to do Sidewalk Counseling the 
next day, during which they approach, counsel and seek to dissuade from 
abortion the moms who have their appointments there.

That next day, those people with whom Fr. Stephen prayed had far 
more than the usual amount of saves. Seven mothers turned around from 
abortion – the lives of seven babies were spared that one day. Lauren 
said, “Everyone keeps saying, When is the Priests for Life coming 
back?”  Fr. Stephen will in fact be coming back to that killing center 
in Maryland again this month.

Fr. Stephen Imbarrato Joins Congressional Press
Conference
Fr. Stephen Imbarrato, Priest Associate

As I am spending more time in Washington, D.C. these days, I’m grateful 
for all opportunities that allow me to speak up for the unborn and 
advance the mission of Priests for Life. Recently I was invited to offer 
a prayer at a Capitol Hill press conference organized by our friend 
Terry Beatley of the Hosea Initiative.

Rep. Trent Franks, a Republican from Arizona, was among the elected 
officials calling on the Senate to take action on the Born Alive Abortion 
Survivors Protection Act, which mandates emergency treatment and 
hospitalization for babies who survive an abortion. We don’t know how 
often it happens, but we know it does. Congressman Franks’ bill easily 
passed the House but was ultimately ignored in the Senate.
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But now it’s a new year, with a new Senate 
and with God’s help we will pass this bill 
to protect these precious children who 
already have endured more suffering than 
anyone should have to face.

 

What are People Saying about the Work of 
Priests for Life

Dear Theresa [Burke]:
Praise God for his goodness and desire to heal his people.  I still 
remember the retreat I made in 2004 with you... I continue to count it 
one of the richest blessings of my life. Thank you and the team for your 
stalwart presentation of Jesus’ love, mercy and Healing power. ~ R.R.

Thank you for the great “life” homilies delivered on EWTN by Fr. Stephen 
Imbarrato for several days leading up to the election. It was so encouraging 
to hear true Catholic dogma and truth from the pulpit. I strongly believe 
it was a significant reason that we are not faced with a pro-death 
president for the next four years. ~ Leo L.

Dear Fr. Frank: Thank you for all of your dedicated work God Bless you 
and your Team and Staff... Thank you, Fr. Frank and your Priests for Life 
associates, for standing in the gap so faithfully all these years. I and 
my family will NEVER ever give up this fight for these most defenseless 
of our neighbors, the preborn, and their mothers. God shall have this 
victory! Regarding the election prayer: Thank you for the continued 
updates.  Thank you for all you do to keep the Spirit alive and reminding 
us to rely on Him for our guidance and protection. God bless you and all 
who help in your mission. ~ anonymous

Kevin Burke from Rachel’s Vineyard came to our parish...  His message 
was one of hope, recounting experiences from his ministry and guiding 
women and men to reconciliation, healing and peace.  It was well received 
and our Pastor was very pleased with his message and the response of 
parishioners. ~ Ann R., Respect Life Committee

Fr. Stephen Imbarrato with Congressman Trent 
Franks at the Terry Beatley press conference at 
the Capitol introducing her book, What if We’ve 
Been Wrong? Keeping my promise to America’s 
“Abortion King,” written as a promise to Dr. 
Bernard Nathanson to spread his message of how 
he deceived the nation with his work in the 
abortion industry.
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Dear Alveda [King]: Thank you very much...for including me on your Civil 
Rights for the Unborn email listing.  Yours is an email I am always glad 
to receive and always enthusiastic about opening and reading.  I am most 
grateful for the.. email on voting.  ..anything from Civil Rights for the 
Unborn that appears in my inbox has a profound impact on me as a person.  
..  Essential reading. ~ Gary L., Waianae, Hawaii

Dear Fr. Pavone, Thank you and your staff for all the diligent and hard work 
which PFL performed for life issues leading up to the recent presidential 
election. I want to briefly tell you what Priests for Life enabled us (a 
very small group of pro-life warriors here in Stark County, Ohio) to 
accomplish. We had 3,500 copies of “A Comparison of the 2016 Republican 
and Democratic Platforms.”  … over a period 5 weekends preceding  Nov. 
8th, we distributed in Church parking lots during Masses. We were also 
able to distribute to non-Catholic churches, a Catholic university campus, 
as well as to some individual small local businesses. I had some persons 
tell me that the document helped them make a very difficult decision on 
candidates. We also made sure our Bishop received a copy and were even 
able to speak with him about it. In His mercy, God has given this country  
another chance to get it right. ~ Marnie B., North Canton, OH

Hi, Fr Wilde, it was SO wonderful meeting you and having you as our 
celebrant at Mass at St. Jude the Apostle Church.   We will be re-
starting our monthly .. contributions to Priests for Life immediately 
IN YOUR HONOR, starting this month.   Now that we have met you in 
person (plus seeing Janet Morana and Fr. Imbarrato weekly on “Defending 
Life” on EWTN), we realize that Priests for Life is alive and well 
as the leading Pro-Life organization in the world. ~ Sincerely, 
respectfully, and prayerfully, Peggy and Bob F.

Moving Stories I Receive From the Public
Victoria Garaitonandia Gisondi, Public Outreach Associate

In my work as Priest for Life’s Public Outreach, I answer questions 
that come directly from the public. People call in with comments or 
questions about our Defending Life or Catholic View for Women shows; 
requests for resources, and much more.  The calls are a mixed bag. 
But every once in a while, I get phone calls where people share their 
hearts with me. These testimonies stay with me long after the work day 
and I find myself praying for strangers who touched my heart.

Take for instance the calls I get from people whose lives have been 
turned upside down because of their participation in abortion -- 
people who have never told anyone of their pain, but are now reaching 
out to Priests for Life and our Rachel’s Vineyard and Silent No More 
ministries. When these women and men turn to us, it is often the first 
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time they have spoken to anyone -- including their own spouses -- about 
how painful the loss of their child to abortion has been. 

And even when they have been to confession, they often realize that 
is not enough to bring them peace. There are more wounds to heal. More 
men are coming forward to talk to our pastoral associate, Kevin Burke, 
about how to regain the confidence and self-esteem they have lost as men 
who let their own child be killed.

We always keep in our hearts and in our prayers each and every person 
who contacts us, and we ask you to pray for them as well.

Christmas Eve at the Abortion Clinic
Nancy Tanner & Leslie Blackwell, regional coordinators for Northern
Virginia & Washington, D.C.

The work of Silent No More never stops.

Nancy Tanner, regional coordinator for Northern Virginia and 
Washington, D.C., prays the rosary outside an abortion business in 
Falls Church, Va., every Saturday morning.

Christmas Eve in 2016 fell on a Saturday so even on that day, she 
headed to that abortion facility with her “I Regret My Abortion” sign 
as usual.

Other pro-lifers were there but there were no “deathscorts” and Nancy 
didn’t see any women heading into the facility. She prayed the rosary, 
thankful no innocent children had died on her watch.

“I’ve had women stop and talk to me on other Saturdays,” she said. 
“I’ve had women agree to go to the local pregnancy center, A Woman’s 
Choice, for an ultrasound.”

Once a woman walks away from the abortion business, there is usually no 
way of knowing if her baby will be saved or not. But Nancy knows that 
her words and her prayers touched at least one mother’s heart so deeply 
that she did choose life for her baby, and Nancy had a chance to meet 
him – Baby Thiago.

“It’s the sign itself, and its message -- I Regret My Abortion -- that 
does the work, and the prayer that makes the difference,” Nancy said. 
“Even the abortion workers tell us our presence makes a difference.”

Leslie Davis Blackwell, also one of our regional coordinators, had a 
hand in a Christmas miracle.

Last summer she received a phone call from two frantic sisters in the 
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Philippines. They were calling at 3 in the morning their time. She met 
one of the women several years before at a Bible study and the woman 
was aware of Leslie’s abortion experiences, her healing journey through 
Rachel’s Vineyard and how she found her voice through the Silent No 
More Awareness Campaign.

“I still don’t know how they 
got my number,” Leslie recalled. 
“She said, ‘Leslie, please help 
us. My niece found out she is 
pregnant and doesn’t want to keep 
the baby. Please, go to her NOW 
and tell her she can’t have an 
abortion.’  I sat there stunned. 
Even though I’m used to sharing 
my testimony, this was different.”

Leslie agreed and as she drove to 
the address she had been given, 
she thought about what she would 
say.
“I knew I would speak the 
truth to her about my abortion 
experiences and the years of 
self-destructive behaviors that 
followed,” she said. “I prayed 
to the Holy Spirit for guidance 
and was reminded of Luke 12:11-12 

which says, basically, don’t worry 
what you’re going to say, I’ll give 
you the words.”

Leslie was at the young woman’s 
house within an hour and knocked on 
the door. 

“The young woman answered and I 
just started talking from my heart. 
I told her about the phone call 
from her concerned loved ones and 
let her know I had once been in 
a similar situation. We talked, 
cried, I pleaded, and we prayed. I 
left her with resources and lots to 
think about. I also hooked her up 
with a dynamite Filipino priest I 
know.

Nancy Tanner, Silent No More region-
al coordinator for northern Virgin-
ia, holds baby Thiago. Nancy spoke 
to his mother outside an abortion 
business and the young woman changed 
her mind and chose life.

Leslie Davis Blackwell holds a baby 
whose mom she was able to counsel 
against abortion. 
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“After I left her, I tried keeping in touch but she wouldn’t return 
my texts. I assumed the worst, but several months later I ran into a 
family member who told me the young woman had chosen life for her baby. 
But still, no contact from her. 

“On Christmas Day, I received the most glorious pictures of the young 
woman and her 10-day-old baby girl, thanking me for helping her choose 
life.  She said she was so happy she kept her! Once again, I was 
stunned and as grateful as I marveled at how God works. It was the best 
Christmas gift of all!

But the story gets even better. On Dec. 27, the young woman, her 
daughter, her mother – who had called me from the Philippines -- and 
Leslie met for breakfast after Mass.

“We hugged, prayed, talked, and took lots of pictures,” Leslie said. 
“Smiles everywhere.”

The new mom shared how she had been sent away from one abortion 
business because she was too emotionally distraught, how she hid her 
pregnancy and even considered aborting the baby at home with RU-486. 

“I am convinced this woman will be blessed and rewarded for choosing 
life,” Leslie said. “What an honor it was to play a part in the destiny 
of this special Christmas angel. That’s why I AM SILENT NO MORE.”

Serving the Public: A Word from Busy Priests 
for Life Staff 

Although the Priests for Life staff on Staten Island don’t get to travel 
very often, they are helping people worldwide to carry out their pro-
life work.

Travel coordinators Diana Adel and Rashed Espejon often receive calls from 
people who know they want to get involved with pro-life, but are not sure 
exactly how to go about it, or what Priests for Life can do to help.

Diana recalls how after Pastoral Team member Fr. Stephen Imbarrato celebrated 
several televised Masses at EWTN in the days preceding Election Day, the 
phones rang off the hook with people who wanted to hear more of his preaching. 
The same thing happens when Fr. Denis Wilde, O.S.A., associate director of 
Priests for Life, preaches on EWTN, and also, of course, Fr. Frank Pavone, 
who has been doing so since 1994.

“We’ll get calls that day, or the next day, or the next week,” Diana said. 
“We got a call last week about Fr. Stephen.”
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“Some people will come to us not knowing exactly what we do,” said Rashed. 
“We tell them we can send speakers for parish weekends or missions, 
conferences and banquets and respect life start-ups. A lot of people will 
call us who want to do something but need help planning it. In a way, we 
become event coordinators.

Diana concurred: “We’re building 
relationships and educating people 
about what we do.”

Hundreds of Priests for Life 
appearances are made each year around 
the country.

The staffers in the Resource 
Department also find themselves 
helping pro-lifers in their work.

“Everyone deals with pro-life in 
a different way,” said Resource 
Department Manager Rico Cairme. “Some 
people just know they want to help 
others open their eyes. They want to 
plant a seed and make it grow. I talk 
to people about the resources we have 
available to help them do that, to help other people see the unborn in a 
different light.” 

Rico said he relies on Psalm 51 – “Create in me a pure heart” – and Jeremiah 
29:11-14 – “For I know the plans I have for you” – to help him when he speaks 
to someone who is at the very beginning  of their pro-life journey.

“I tell callers, it’s not how you fit God into your life, but how you fit your 
life into God’s plan.”

For resource associate Donna Sarsosa, a friendly voice goes a long way.

“Some people call and they are not sure what they want, but I try to be 
friendly and helpful,” she said. “They know they want to change hearts and 
minds so I tell them what we have available and I send them all the free 
material we have to get them started. Usually, they will call back again.”

One man calls back every month to order 200-300 prayer cards that he and his 
granddaughter will hand out.

“I always look forward to talking to him,” Donna said. “And he doesn’t mind 
snail mail!”

Rashed Espejon and Diana Adel in the 
Priests for Life Travel Office consult 
the map we designed showing Catholic 
dioceses, the counties within them, 
and the political preferences of 
each county.
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P.O. Box 141172
Staten Island, NY 10314
Phone: 888-735-3448
Fax: 718-980-2542
Email: mail@priestsforlife.org
www.PriestsforLife.org

Missionary of the Gospel of Life Promise 
Ceremony

On December 3, 2016, Fr. Stephen Imbarrato enrolled Dick Grindle 
and Karina Hernandez into Priests for Life “Missionaries of 
Evangelium Vitae” MEV program, a pro-life spirituality for 
laypeople. (See www.MissionariesoftheGospelofLife.org).

The ceremony took place at St 
Ann’s Parish in Santee South 
Carolina where Dick Grindle is a 
parishioner. Karina traveled from 
High Point, NC to be enrolled by 
Fr. Stephen.
 
Fr, Stephen also used the 
occasion to give a prolife 
weekend at three parishes in 
Santee and the surrounding area 
as well as giving a talk 
and answered questions at a 
luncheon Sunday afternoon. 

Fr. Stephen with Karina Hernandez 
and Dick Grindle after their MEV 
promise ceremony.

Please support our life-saving work with a one-time or 
monthly gift: PriestsForLife.org/Donate

 
Please also consider us in your wills, bequests, and 

financial planning: PriestsForLifeLegacy.org

Connect with us on Social Media:
See a full list of our platforms at

www.ProLifeSocialMedia.com


