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Fr. Frank’s Alerts
by Fr. Frank Pavone - Priests For Life 

As you may know, Priests For Life has successfully launched Father 
Frank’s Alerts -- an email version of Paul Revere, whereby we instantly 
alert you to hot, pressing topics, issues,and projects that need your 
immediate attention.

If you’re not already on the list to receive these alerts, I urge you 
to sign up at once - or else you’ll miss out on all the fun! Go to
www.StopAbortionNow.org to do so.

Why do I call these “fun”? Because 
they’ve proven to be enormously 
effective at striking while the iron 
is hot. What used to take weeks by 
“snail mail” can now be accomplished 
overnight. However, the true 
effectiveness of these alerts is not 
just their speed, but the number of 
people who are reading them and acting 
upon them.

For instance, when pro-abortion politicians try to court the Catholic 
vote by talking about how “devoutly” they “practice their faith,” we 
have mobilized tens of thousands of people to remind them, personally, 
to stop misrepresenting the faith.

And when our friends in Congress have needed encouragement to pass a 
pro-life bill, our alerts have enabled them to hear from thousands of 
their own constituents in support of those bills! And we have seen many 
successes!

So if you have a computer -- or access to the internet -- please sign 
up for Father Frank’s Alerts at www.StopAbortionNow.org.  Please note 
that these are only available electronically due to their timely 
nature.

We will be coming out with a new alert very shortly -- so please sign 
up today. We need everyone’s help every time a timely topic comes to 
our attention. the more people on our email alert list, the better. 
Thank you very much.

Father Frank Pavone - Priests for Life
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Engaging the Press with a Vote Pro-life Message
Fr. Denis G. Wilde, O.S.A., Associate Director

As Associate Director of Priests for Life, it was my pleasure to 
take part in the press conference we held on October 20, 2016 at the 
National Press Club in Washington, DC regarding the elections, which 
were then very imminent.

Along with the many other outlets which carried our message to the 
public that day, and informed countless voters, I was happy to develop 
our relationship with an eager One America News network -- OAN 
(www.oann.com). At the press conference, they interviewed both me and 

Fr. Frank. Later that afternoon, I 
visited them and received a tour 
of their Capitol Hill studio.

Our press conference message 
gave not only a strong basis for 
voting for life in all its stages 
but also uncovered the damaging 
comfortable party allegiances 
that evade the more fundamental 
and unchanging rationale for our 
defense of life in the first place.  
The election has shifted to the 
burden of the other pro-abort 
side having to defend why the 
voter should support a party that 
mantras killing as a solution to 
society’s problems and challenges.  

Prayer, Fasting, and Our Lady, leading up to 
Election Day
Fr. Stephen Imbarrato, Priest Associate

The National Rosary Rally was the climax of a 54 Day Novena for the 
Conversion of our country prior to the elections. The Novena started 
August 15th and ended October 7th, feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. 
Because of my work in Washington DC since fall of 2015, I was asked to 
be part of the organization team for the 1st Annual National Rosary 
Rally in DC on October 7th. We started work in the fall of 2016.

At first I was not able to attend the Rosary Rally itself because of a 
pilgrimage to Ireland and Scotland that was long scheduled. However, 
I still worked on the effort through the summer. In August I found out 
the pilgrimage was canceled and I was able to join Doug Barry, Sr Mary 
Brigid Callan, Chuck Neff, and Austin and Cathy Ruse leading the rally 
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and the Rosary. I was asked to lead the Joyful mysteries with a short 
talk, and do the opening and closing prayers. It was located at the 
Capitol Reflecting Pool and attended by hundreds of people.

Because I was in DC the weekend of the 
7th till the 9th, I was asked by Maureen 
Flynn to give the closing talk at the 
International Day of Prayer and Fasting 
held at the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception in Washington DC. on October 
10th.  Spending the entire day at the 
Shrine, I heard confessions for over 
two hours in the morning, concelebrated 
Mass, and then led the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy before giving my talk toward the 
end of the day. 

Following these two Marian events 
in Washington DC, which I would not 
have been able to do if I had led the 
pilgrimage to Ireland and Scotland, I left the next day for Mexico City 
to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe which replaced the pilgrimage to 
Ireland and Scotland. For me it was clear that Our Lord, knowing that He 
would have me at EWTN to preach ten Masses before the election, cleared 
my schedule and instead placed me under the mantle of His Mother to 
prepare me for the election challenge he had planned for me!

Each Christmas we have the pleasure 
of using this ornament depicting the 
Pope of Life, Pope Saint John Paul 
II.

Fr. Stephen Imbarrato preaches the pro-life 
message at the National Rosary Rally in
Washington, DC shortly before the elections.

In September, we taped 13 shows of “The Catho-
lic View for Women” at EWTN, and we had a pil-
grimage group join us for some of the taping 
and then for a full day of pilgrimage at Moth-
er Angelica’s Shrine in Hanceville, AL. Thanks 
to Janet Morana, our Executive Director, for 
all the production work on this new series! 
Our next pilgrimage will be June 6-9, and you 
are welcome!
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Kevin Burke Spreading 
the Message of Healing
Kevin Burke

The respect life committee of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in 
Wilmington, Delaware invited our 
pastoral associate Kevin Burke (co-
founder of Rachel’s Vineyard) to 
offer a five-minute message after 
communion at all five masses on the 
weekend of October 22-23, 2016.  The 
message was about healing after 
abortion and how that is achieved 
through Rachel’s Vineyard. This 

was followed by a lunch social after the final mass and a one hour 
presentation on abortion trauma and healing.  

Kevin developed a brief 4 to 5 minute post communion message that 
touched on some of the themes of our Healing the Shockwaves of Abortion 
initiative, which reveals the themes of the broader impact of abortion 
on fathers, couples, grandparents, other relatives, friends, and those 
who sell and perform these procedures.  Kevin closed with a message 
of mercy and a brief introduction to 
Rachel’s Vineyard. The message was 
very compassionate and at the same time 
clear and direct.

Some of the congregations broke out 
with applause in response to this 
urgent invitation to healing and mercy.  
Even those that offered no reaction were 
very attentive during the presentation, 
including the youth and young adults.   
Kevin received a number of positive 
reactions, and many smiles after 
each presentation, with no negative 
feedback.  

Respect Life Committee members also used the occasion to distribute the 
election prayer card to all parishioners as they left the Church, since 
the elections were only a matter of days away.

As a result of the weekend, further speaking opportunities were initiated 
with the local Knights of Columbus, and one of the parishioners who heard 
Kevin wanted him to share his message with his large group that will have 
a weekend meeting at the Malvern Retreat Center.

Kevin Burke’s parish weekend in Delaware.
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“It Was Because of You!”
Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director

I cannot tell you how many times out on the road people come up to me 
and tell me, “It was because of you!” 

“It was because of your example of tireless pro-life activity that 
I took on the role of parish pro-life coordinator, even though I am 
already very busy!”

“It was because of your TV program that I was able to answer my 
prochoice friend and convince her to be pro-life!”

“It was because of the photos of abortion on your website that I went 
to the local pro-life march for the first time!”

“It was because of your invitation that I started volunteering at the 
local pregnancy center!”

“It was because of your compassionate message that I was able to go to 
confession for my abortion!”

“It was because of your exhortation that I started praying in front of 
the abortion clinic every week!”

“It was because of your Priests for Life team that I have new confidence 
and pride in being a Catholic!”

Here at Priests for Life, we receive these kinds of messages every day, 
whether by phone or email or snail mail. It is very encouraging for our 
team. It reminds us that people are listening and being impacted by 
what we say, teach and preach, and by what we do.
                       
Thanks to all who send us their encouraging feedback! We will continue 
to follow the exhortation we receive from so many of you so often: 

“Keep up the good work!” You can be sure we will!

“Pastors and Election Folly”

Shortly after the elections, our Correspondence Associate, Victoria 
Gisondi, got a phone call from a woman in tears. Her pastor, she told 
us, had humiliated her in front of her children after mass. Confused 
by the confrontation, she needed to talk to somebody and process what 
had happened.  After much activism, prayer and sacrifice that she poured 
into the election efforts, this woman wanted to celebrate Trump’s 
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victory as a victory for the unborn by wearing a Trump/Pence pin on 
her jacket.  However, her pastor angrily pulled her aside after mass 
and commanded her to never wear that pin to church again. It didn’t 
sit right with the woman, who felt (correctly) it was an infringement 
of her rights and she said so. He responded that it was a sin for her 
to wear it. Surprised by his answer, she asked him why. He answered, 
“Because I asked you not to.”

The woman was shocked by this and the priest went on to tell her that 
she could cause the parish to lose its tax exemption and, in fact, they 
had almost lost it years back. Never mind that it was past election 
time (and hence Mr. Trump and Mr. Pence are no longer candidates) or 
that the pin was being worn by a parishioner as a private citizen and 
not as an official representative of the Church. 

The priest told her she had to be sensitive. Surely there were members 
of the parish, he said, who were very upset by the election outcome and 
were grieving much like a mother who had lost a child to miscarriage 
grieves. Because she had lost a child herself to stillbirth, and the 
priest knew that, the woman agreed to not wear the pin again. She told 
him she would leave the pin at home out of reverence and respect for 
him. However, she could not shake the nagging feeling that she has been 
ill-advised and even bullied. So she called us at Priests for Life.

Her nagging feeling that she had been ill-advised was correct. 

The clergy, first of all, should be thanking and encouraging those 
parishioners who stepped up to the plate to put into practice the call 
of the Church to be active in the political process, and to not only 
be active ourselves, but to educate and mobilize our fellow citizens as 
well.

Second, the fact of the matter is that when an election happens, 
some win and some lose; some supporters are happy and others are 
disappointed. The Church cannot be a place where we deny or hide this 
reality, or try to suppress free speech. People wearing a jacket that 
supports a particular sports team may in fact make the supporter of the 
opposite team feel uneasy. But that’s just a part of life and of open 
expression of ideas. To wear a pin supportive of our next President and 
Vice-President should be considered a normal and acceptable activity on 
the part of any Catholic or indeed any American.

If you have encountered bullying like this woman did, please let us 
know at Priests for Life.
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Tales of Too Political
Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director

In the course of my travels it has become increasingly clear that 
many in the Church have literally fallen off the cliff into an abyss of 
political correctness. In some sectors, it has far exceeded all bounds 
of reason and common sense.

Take these two examples.

1. A Catholic cemetery where some babies are buried who were killed 
by abortion was asked permission by local pro-life people to have a 
memorial service at the gravesite. This was part of the annual “Day of 
Remembrance,” a national event every September on which prayer services 
are held at burial places of aborted babies all around the nation.
The diocese in which this particular cemetery is located denied 
permission to have the prayer service. The reason? That they could not 
allow political events on the grounds of the cemetery.

2. Pro-life people in another city asked their pastor if they could 
have a Holy Hour for Life, to pray specifically for an end to abortion. 
They were told no, because such prayer would be too political.
Note that this is not about some atheistic, communist regime cracking 
down on the Church. This is about the Church stifling herself! Unborn 
children are persons, our brothers and sisters, for whom we have a 
responsibility both to pray and to act. Such prayer and action is part 
of our religious freedom, and has been encouraged time and time again 
by multiple Church leaders and documents.

How is it that some have come to regard the issue as so “political” 
that they cannot even engage it anymore on a religious level? Whom are 
they afraid to offend, or whom are they trying to please?

Many things must be done to solve this problem, and the first is that 
we have to recognize the problem and start talking honestly about it 
among ourselves. Second, if we encounter this attitude, we should 
respectively and persistently push back against it, asking for an 
explanation and rationale. Those who make decisions like this are 
responsible for having some kind of rational basis for doing so, and 
they should be transparent enough to be able to explain it to us. 
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P.O. Box 141172
Staten Island, NY 10314

Phone: 888-735-3448
Fax: 718-980-2542

Email: mail@priestsforlife.org
www.PriestsforLife.org

Please support our life-saving work with a one-time or 
monthly gift: PriestsForLife.org/Donate

 
Please also consider us in your wills, bequests, and 

financial planning: PriestsForLifeLegacy.org

Connect with us on Social Media:
See a full list of our platforms at

www.ProLifeSocialMedia.com

The Dioceses of Spokane and Yakima hosted a 
Rachel’s Vineyard training in Washington 
State.  Above is Theresa Burke, Yakima Bishop 
Joseph Tyson and Sister Mary Rosanna Emenusiobi 
from Nigeria. A total of 66 people attended 
the training in Wenatchee, WA, including 24 
clergymen.

On January 21 in San Francisco at the Walk for 
Life, and on January 27 in Washington DC at the 
March for Life, the Silent No More Awareness 
Campaign will again feature the powerful tes-
timonies of  “Healing the Shockwaves of Abor-
tion”. Learn more at www.SilentNoMore.com.


