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Advent: A Summons to Hope
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men.

I thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along the unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.

Bells play an important part in our lives. They summon us, they awaken us, 
they remind us, they delight us and sometimes they alarm us.

The start of Advent and the approach of Christmas bring “Christmas bells” to 
mind, and they bring to mind a key purpose of the season: to summon us to 
hope.

The prophecies of the coming of the Savior are all about hope. God’s 
scattered people will be gathered together again, the barren land will bear 
fruit, the lion and the lamb will lie down together, and God and sinners will 
be reconciled. He will fill His people with His Spirit, so that they will 
learn fidelity to His covenant in a new and lasting way.

The Advent color is purple because that is the color of the sky as it 
transitions from the dark of night to the brightness of a new day. The coming 
of Christ heralds a new age for humanity: one of salvation, and indeed of 
adoption by God as our Father.

And so we begin another Advent under the shadow of the culture of death, as 
abortion continues to be the single form of violence claiming more lives than 
anything else, including poverty, AIDS, drug abuse, terrorism, and war. We 
begin another Advent under unprecedented attacks on our religious freedom, a 
basic human and American right.

In 2018 Priests for Life Celebrates
Fr. Frank Pavone’s 30th Anniversary of Ordination and 25th Anniversary

as National Director of Priests for Life

And in despair I bowed my head:
“There is no peace on earth,” I said,
“For hate is strong and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.”

Then pealed the bells more loud and 
deep:“God is not dead, nor doth he 
sleep; The wrong shall fail, the right 
prevail,With peace on earth, good will 
to men.”



FR. FRANK REPORTS...

2

And yet we dare to hope, and that hope is what inspires our pro-life work. 

Abortion is not only a sin against life; it is a sin against hope. Think of 
what so many scared, pregnant moms say: “I can’t bring a child into this 
world.” That is not the voice of “freedom of choice;” it is the voice of 
despair, born of feeling one has no freedom and no choice.

It is up to us to make the bells of Christmas peel “more loud and deep” by 
reaching these moms with concrete help, and by moving our society toward a 
Culture of Life. We are inspired to work for this, knowing that “the wrong 
shall fail, the right prevail.” Because hope itself has become Incarnate in a 
Divine Child.

This is an excerpt from Fr. Frank Pavone’s e-booklet, Christmas for the 
Unborn. Order your copy at ChristmasForTheUnborn.org.

   
Gorgeous Grandma’ shares King family recipes on 700 
Club, Cornerstone TV

Evangelist Alveda King, fulltime member of the Priests for Life team, is 
not only a powerful voice for the unborn, a civil rights activist, singer, 
actress and movie producer – she also can cook!

The second edition of her “GGi’s Home for the Holidays” cookbook was released 
recently, and Alveda had a chance to talk about 
it on Cornerstone TV, a Christian network based 
in Philadelphia, and the 700 Club. 

On Cornerstone TV’s “Real Life” show, Alveda and 
host Teri Black talked about how “Hospitality 
Sunday Suppers” were very important in the 
civil rights movement led by her uncle, Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

“My mom Naomi and my dad Rev. A.D. King were 
great cooks,” she said.

Early in the show she said viewers would have to buy the book to find out 
Martin Luther King’s favorite foods were, but she later relented: He loved 
collard greens, fried chicken and Naomi’s sweet potato cobbler.

She shared a story about the time her uncle was stabbed in the chest in New 
York City as he was signing copies of his book “Stride Toward Freedom.” A 
woman with emotional problems who believed MLK had been spying on her plunged 
a letter opener into his chest. A police officer advised him not to sneeze or 
speak because the opener was so close to his heart.

Alveda tapes a cooking 
show for Cornerstone TV, a 
Christian network based in 
Philadelphia
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“He didn’t sneeze or yell,” Alveda said. “He prayed.”

As his wife, Alveda’s aunt Coretta Scott King, was getting ready to board 
a private plane to be at her husband’s side, Naomi gave her a sweet potato 
cobbler for MLK. His comment after his first bite was, “Tell Nini it’s still 
warm!”

“It’s like I’m part of your family,” said “Real Life” co-host Teri Black. 
Her husband, John Black, said the cookbook contains “wonderful recipes plus 
legacy.”

The digital version of the book is interactive: When readers scan a bar code, 
they are taken to videos of different members of Alveda’s family cooking, and 
they can see a festive holiday spread in Atlanta. Print readers will find a 
bonus as well: The book has a scratch-and-sniff feature!

But why is her book named GG? Alveda explains that’s what her grandchildren 
call her - GG stands for Gorgeous Grandma.

“Unless she’s wearing her leather jacket,” said Alveda’s assistant, Eugene 
Vigil. “In that case, she’s Gangsta Grandma.”

“Gangsta Grandma on the battlefield of the Lord,” Alveda added.

The video can be seen on YouTube: CivilRightsForTheUnborn.com. Alveda also 
has released a new CD called “Tender Moments Alone With God.” The compilation 
includes childhood favorites, original melodies and Eugene’s song “Pray for 
America.” And there’s a bonus track for the holidays – “O Holy Night.”

The cookbook and the CD can be purchased online at AlvedaKing.com

International Hope Alive counselors catch a glimpse 
of Florida’s famous wildlife
 
In the fall, Priests for Life hosted the annual 
conference of the International Hope Alive 
Counselors Association, an organization for 
those certified in counseling women and men who 
have been damaged by child abuse or pregnancy 
loss. 

Long days and evenings were spent in our 
ministry’s Titusville headquarters but it 
wouldn’t have been fair to our visitors 
from Australia, Canada, Nigeria, Poland and 
elsewhere if they didn’t have a chance to see 
some of the local sights.

Attendees of the International Hope 
Alive Counselors Association  
conference on an airboat ride.
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With Executive Director Janet Morana as host, our guests got an eyeful of 
what makes life on Florida’s Space Coast so wonderful.

At the Kennedy Space Center, visitors saw the shuttle Atlantis, got a close-
up view of the Saturn V moon rocket, touched a moon rock and viewed the 
launch pad where rockets are regularly sent into outer space. There’s too 
much to do and see in one day, but our visitors at least had a chance to whet 
their appetites for space exploration.

The group also visited Playalinda Beach at the Canaveral National Seashore, 
a barrier island offering 24 miles of undeveloped beaches.  Located at the 
northernmost end of Kennedy Space Center, approximately two-thirds of the 
park is owned by NASA and much of that is co-managed with the adjacent 
Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge. 

The most exciting part of the tour was an airboat ride on the St. John’s 
River, where the group got to see dozens of alligators – some of them 
monstrous in size. Most of the prehistoric-looking beasts were sunning and 
napping on the shoreline, but occasionally one would head into the water and 
swim toward the group – some of whom were probably wishing for a bigger boat!

Reaching hundreds of thousands of people every day 
through social media

The social media team at Priests for Life deserves a great big pat on the 
back!

Some big movers and shakers – and those who report on the big movers and 
shakers – have begun following members of the Pastoral Team on our many 
social media platforms.

In the run-up to the midterm elections, Father Frank broadcast twice-daily 
Make America Great Again classes on a variety of topics, including: 

•The importance of the federal courts
•What people need to know about the damage the Democrat Party is doing to 
America
•How to find out where candidates stand on the issues
•How to motivate and mobilize voters and get them to the polls during 
early voting and on Election Day
•Why abortion is the number one issue
•How Republican majorities are advancing the cause of the unborn and 
making America great
•How we stop funding the abortion industry
•How elections impact the Courts
•What Churches can say and do in regard to elections
•Current trends in the state of the races
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His videos – broadcast with the help of staffer Rob Collins, often on his own 
time -- were seen by hundreds of thousands of people on his Facebook page, 
which has been liked by more than 619,000 people.
A video Father Frank posted showing a young boy who steps out of the way 
of a car just seconds before it would have crashed into him has been seen 
more than 400,000 people and its likes increase by the thousands every few 
minutes.

Some movers and shakers – and those who report on movers and shakers – keep 
up with Father Frank on Twitter, where he has more than 73,000 followers. 
His followers include Fox News Channel’s Brit Hume; former Verizon VP Anthony 
Citrano; Iowa Secretary of State Paul Pate; 2016 Trump advisor Tana Goertz; 
the Daily Beast’s Betsy Woodruff, and actor Scott Baio.

Every member of the Pastoral Team has seen an increase in Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram followers, which means our message is reaching, and being 
shared, by people all over the country, and even the world.

Janet Morana has picked up more than 1,000 Twitter followers in recent weeks 
and Bryan Kemper is closing in on 10,000 followers.

NYC has its Christmas displays but the Space Coast 
has Surfing Santas!
By Janet Morana

Christmas in New York may have the Rockefeller Center tree and the dazzling 
light displays on Fifth Avenue in Manhattan and Dyker Heights in Brooklyn, 
but Christmas in Florida has something quite unique – Surfing Santas!

The annual event at Cocoa Beach had its start in 2009, 
when a Cocoa Beach resident saw a car commercial that 
featured a group of friends surfing in Santa suits. 
That year, he recreated the commercial with his son 
and daughter-in-law.

The following year, a total of 19 surfers took part in 
the first official Surfing Santas event. Now more than 200 
surfers annually turn up in red suits, Santa hats and 
beards to brave the chilly waters and raise money for 
charity. 

In 2017, while attempting to break a Guinness world record, 837 jolly old 
elves hit the water and more than 10,000 spectators crowded the beach. The 
event attracted international media coverage, and a photo of a surfing Santa 
appeared on the Times Square Jumbotron in New York City.
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I attended my first Surfing Santas spectacle 
last year with my brother John Watson and 
sister-in-law Theresa Watson, longtime Space 
Coast residents. You can be sure I’ll be 
back this year.

Florida has some other unique Christmas 
traditions, including hanging lights on palm 
trees. While I haven’t tackled that one yet, 
I did take part in another yuletide custom – 
planting poinsettias.  

I love living in Florida!

Priests for Life at U.N. to celebrate 70th  
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights

Bob Lalonde, director of International Activities for Priests for Life, 
was at the United Nations for meetings and pleased to participate in the 
Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the U.N.’s Dec. 4 event marking 
the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
Speakers included Monsignor Tomasz Grysa of the Holy See; Ambassador Mary Ann 
Glendon; Michael Farris of ADF International; Dr. Robert George of Princeton 
University, and Dr. Palo Carozza from the University of Notre Dame. More than 
150 people attended the event, which is one of several taking place to mark 
the important anniversary of the declaration that enshrined agreed upon human 
rights, including the right to life.
 
In his official statement, Archbishop Bernardito Auza, Apostolic Nuncio, 
Permanent Observer of the Holy See, said: 

“The occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights is an opportunity not only to celebrate it as one of the 
great achievements in the history of the United Nations but also to 
reaffirm its importance and recommit to promoting and defending the rights, 
fundamental freedoms and responsibilities it articulates.
 
“At its adoption … one of its principal catalysts, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
hoped that it would become the ‘international Magna Carta of all men 
everywhere.’
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“When Pope John Paul II spoke to the General Assembly of the United 
Nations in 1979, he called it the ‘fundamental document,’ the ‘basic 
inspiration and cornerstone of the United Nations Organization,’ and a 
‘milestone on the long and difficult path of the moral progress.’

 
Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director of Priests for Life, pointed out, “The 
Declaration states in Article 3, “Everyone has the right to life, liberty 
and security of person.” That article, along with the prohibition of 
torture in Article 5 and of discrimination before the law in Articles 6 and 
7 lay a clear foundation for abolishing abortion.
 
Fr. Frank also recalls, “This is not the first time Priests for Life is 
celebrating an anniversary of this document. I remember well the 50th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration twenty years ago. I was working 
at the Vatican at the time, and we had a special seminar about it on that 
occasion. The Church has a high regard for this document.”

Archbishop Auza also said the following about the document:

“It was a great triumph achieved at a tremendous cost, he said, ‘paid for 
by millions of our brothers and sisters’ who had suffered, sacrificed, been 
brutalized and even subjected to genocide. The atrocities of two world wars 
and especially the Holocaust had revealed that there are some actions so 
wicked that no one can or will justify them and certain fundamental values 
that no one will dispute.
 
“After the horrors of the first half of last century, it was obvious that 
human progress could not be measured only by scientific and technological 
advances, since even those could become weapons against the innocent; 
rather human progress had to be the integral development of persons and 
peoples, especially their ethical development. The Universal Declaration 
was a huge step forward in this process of human moral development, 
becoming ‘one of the highest expressions of the human conscience of our 
time, as John Paul II said in his second visit to the UN in 1995. Its 
enduring impact, however, depends on its remaining what he called the UN’s 
‘basic value,’ inspiring and challenging the consciences of UN Members and 
the people of the world.”
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www.ProLifeDonation.org

Priests for Life is not funded by Church entities, but 
by ordinary people like you! Please help us save lives by 
donating at our secure site, www.ProLifeDonation.org, or 

sending a check made out to “Priests for Life” to:

Priests for Life, PO Box 236695, Cocoa, FL 32923.

You can also sign up to be a monthly donor, which helps us 

plan future events more effectively! See the options on our 

website, or call 321-500-1000 for assistance!

And you can remember us in your will and other forms of 

planned giving. Find out more about joining our Priests for 

Life Legacy Family at www.PriestsForLifeLegacy.com or call 

(321) 500-1000. Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Priests for Life
PO Box 236695
Cocoa, FL 32923 
321-500-1000
Toll Free: 888-735-3448
E-mail: mail@priestsforlife.org
www.ProLifeCentral.org

Connect with us on Social Media:
See a full list of our platforms at

www.ProLifeSocialMedia.com


