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Priests for Life undercover project shows third-
trimester abortion is legal in the United States 
on healthy babies carried by healthy moms

Priests for Life and Abortion Free New Mexico, for the last 
several months, have been working together on a project to 
expose the every-day reality of second- and third-trimester 
abortion in the United States.

In more than a dozen phone calls to abortion businesses in 
Pennsylvania, New Mexico, Colorado, Maryland, Washington 
State and Washington, D.C., pro-life activist Tara Shaver, pos-
ing as a healthy pregnant mom, was able to schedule appoint-
ments for healthy babies up to 32 weeks.

All of these calls can be heard at PriestsforLife.org/lateterma-
bortion.

The abortion industry routinely feeds the mainstream media 
the lie that these late term abortions, if they exist at all, are 
only performed when the mother’s life is at risk or the baby is 
badly deformed.

But as these calls demonstrate, mothers are able to schedule 
second and third-trimester “terminations” after asserting that 
there is nothing wrong with the baby.

None of the clinic staffers seem surprised or dismayed to be 
scheduling appointments for healthy mothers carrying healthy 
babies way beyond the point of viability. One of the calls was 
to the office of abortionist Leroy Carhart in Bethesda, MD. 
Here is an excerpt of the conversation with the caller who 
indicated she was 26 weeks pregnant:
Clinic: “Do you have any major medical problems at all?” 
Caller: “No”
Clinic: “Is there anything wrong with you or your pregnancy?” 
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Janet Morana’s new book – Shockwaves – 
brings attention to all abortion victims

Following up her best-selling book Recall Abortion (Saint 
Benedict Press, 2013), Priests for Life Executive Director Janet 
Morana has just published Shockwaves: Abortion’s Wider Circle of 
Victims (Catholic Book Publishing, 2017) to draw attention to 
the many groups of people impacted by every abortion.

In 2015, the Silent No More Awareness Campaign, which 
Janet co-founded with Anglicans for Life President Georgette 
Forney, launched the Shockwaves project as an educational 
outreach and to offer healing resources to those suffering from 
the loss of a child to abortion – mothers and fathers, grand-
parents, siblings, pro-life advocates, even the abortion provid-
ers themselves.

The Shockwaves book focuses in on each of these groups, with 
testimonies from those personally devastated by abortion; re-
search by Canadian psychiatrist Dr. Philip Ney who has done 
ground-breaking work on abortion trauma and healing, and 
personal observations gleaned from Janet’s almost 30 years in 
the pro-life movement.

In his endorsement for the book, Colorado Springs Bishop 
Michael Sheridan called the book “a great new tool to help us 
understand how many people are wounded by abortion, and 
how we can accompany them toward healing!”

EWTN’s Father Mitch Pacwa, S.J., said “This book vividly sets 
forth how an abortion that requires a relatively short amount of 
time is the epicenter of a deadly earthquake whose aftershocks 
spread far throughout the lives of the mothers, fathers, families 
and the whole of society.”

To order the book, go to www.ShockwavesTheBook.com

This newsletter and other pro-life information and inspiration is available by email. Subscribe free of charge at subscribe@priestsforlife.org.

continues on page 2…



2

www.priestsforlife.org

Caller: “No”
Clinic: “At 26 weeks it’s $7000… We can see you up until 28 
weeks; if there’s no medical reason, after 28 weeks it’s a case 
by case basis.”

In a call to Southwestern Women’s Options, an abortion mill 
in Albuquerque, the caller, scheduling a 29-week abortion, 
was told that there is a priest affiliated with the “Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice,” who comes to the clinic 
regularly to give spiritual help during the procedure. “We 
don’t know how we’d do without them, really,” the clinic 
worker declared.

Even people who identify as pro-choice reject abortion late 
in pregnancy. As a 2017 Knights of Columbus/Marist poll 
revealed, almost six in 10 Americans support the protection of 
babies in the womb after 20 weeks of pregnancy. This includes 
56 percent of people who identify themselves as “pro-choice,” 
and 49 percent of those who identify as Democrats.

The United States is one of just seven nations in the world 
that permit abortion after 20 weeks, but we have an opportu-
nity in 2018 to put an end to this outrage. 

The House has already passed the Pain-Capable Unborn 
Child Protection Act and the Senate will take up the bill this 
session. President Trump has said he would sign it. This bill, 
which does have some exceptions, would protect babies from 
20 weeks on from the pain of a dismemberment abortion, 
ordinarily performed in the second trimester. It would also 
eliminate third-trimester abortions.

Pray with us for Life
PrayerCampaign.org is our prayer website. Visit there often 

for prayer campaigns, intentions, and resources.

January intention: That the faithful more deeply study the 
words and actions of Christ, to know how to care for the

least of our brothers and sisters.

February intention: That God may bless and strengthen the
pro-life efforts of college students.

January 14-22, 2018: Novena of Reparation for
Roe vs. Wade

February 14-March 28, 2018: Lenten Prayer for Life
(Ash Wednesday thru Spy Wednesday)

We are asking all friends of Priests for Life to take action in 
two ways; first, by spreading the links to these phone calls on 
their social media platforms, and second, by contacting their 
U.S. Senators and urging them to vote for the Pain-Capable 
Unborn Child Protection Act, S. 1922.

Guidance on these action steps, and the opportunity to sign 
up for future action alerts, is at www.StopAbortionNow.org.  

Donate to Save Lives!

Priests for Life is not funded by Church entities, but by 
ordinary people like you! Please help us save lives by donating 
at our secure site, www.priestsforlife.org/donate, or sending a 
check made out to “Priests for Life” to:

Priests for Life, PO Box 236695, Cocoa, FL 32923.
 
You can also sign up to be a monthly donor, which helps us 
plan future events more effectively! See the options on our 
website, or call 321-500-1000 for assistance!
 
And you can remember us in your will and other forms of 
planned giving. Find out more about joining our Priests for 
Life Legacy Family at www.PriestsForLifeLegacy.com
or call (321) 500-1000.

Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Connect with us on Social Media:
See a full list of our platforms at
www. ProLifeSocialMedia.com

Priests for Life undercover project - continued from Page 1…
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The Dilatation and Evacuation (D&E) Abortion 
Procedure 

Analysts of public opinion widely acknowledge that the public debate 
on partial-birth abortion, beginning in 1995, caused many Americans 
to re-evaluate their assessment of whether abortion should be legal in 
all circumstances. A key element of the public debate was the fact that 
illustrations of the procedure were shown on national television and in 
print ads. 
 
Since then, Priests for Life has engaged in educational efforts to show 
diagrams of the most common second-trimester abortion procedure, 
dilatation and evacuation (D&E). The diagram you see above was
developed by medical illustrators with the advice and input of physi-
cians. (The images were obtained through Nucleus Medical Media, 
Inc. and may only be reproduced with their permission.) 
 
Following are some quotes from medical and legal sources about the 
D&E procedure, which is performed legally across the United States. 
 
“Dilatation and evacuation has become one of the two most frequent-
ly used methods of abortion in the second trimester” (Berger et al, 
ed., Second Trimester Abortion: Perspectives After a Decade of Experience, 
Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1981, p.120). [Note: According to the 
Alan Guttmacher institute, 11% of abortions are performed at 13 weeks 
or more, by any procedure, which would translate into
approximately 116,600 per year.]

“Second-trimester D&E abortions are performed on an outpatient 
basis in both hospitals and free-standing clinics…Most
surgeons rely on large forceps to evacuate the products of conception”                        
(Berger, op cit., p.121-128). 

The following account of D&E is part of sworn testimony given in 
US District Court for the Western District of Wisconsin (Madison, 
WI, May 27, 1999, Case No. 98-C-0305-S), by Dr. Martin Haskell, 
an abortionist: 
 
“And typically when the abortion procedure is started we typically 
know that the fetus is still alive because either we can feel it move as 
we’re making our initial grasps or if we’re using some ultrasound visual-
ization when we actually see a heartbeat as we’re starting the procedure. 
It’s not unusual at the start of D&E procedures that a limb is acquired 
first and that that limb is brought through the cervix and even out of 
the vagina prior to disarticulation and prior to anything having been 
done that would have caused the fetal demise up to that point.” 
 
“When you’re doing a dismemberment D&E, usually the last part 
to be removed is the skull itself and it’s floating free inside the uterine 
cavity…So it’s rather like a ping-pong ball floating around and the 
surgeon is using his forcep to reach up to try to grasp something that’s 
freely floating around and is quite large relative to the forcep we’re 
using. So typically there’s several misdirections, misattempts to grasp. 
Finally at some point either the instruments are managed to be place 
around the skull or a nip is made out of some area of the skull that 
allows it to start to decompress. And then once that happens typically 
the skull is brought out in fragments rather than as a unified piece…” 
 
Note: Diagrams and other information about the D&E procedure can be 
viewed at: www.priestsforlife.org/resources/medical/deexplanation.htm 
For more details on what abortion looks like, see www.Unborn.info.

Dilation and Evacuation Abortion (D&E) of a 23 Week Old Fetus

Illustration Copyright© 2015 Nucleus Medial Media, All rights reserved. www.nucleusinc.com
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Featured Products
Shockwaves: Abortion’s Wider Circle of 
Victims
by Janet Morana
This new book by Janet Morana shines a 
bright light on the undeniable truth of abor-
tion, that it impacts everyone – not only the 
mothers and fathers.

Proclaiming the Message of Life
by Fr. Frank Pavone
Makes a great gift for any priest or deacon for 
Sanctity of Life Sunday or the January
commemoration of Roe v. Wade.

Prepared by the goodiidesign agency - www.goodiidesign.com - e.nanni@goodiidesign.com  -  613.314.3033 - Need a designer ? Contact us !

Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ______________ 
Phone: ___________________________
Email: ___________________________

 Send _____ Shockwaves: Abortion’s Wider Circle of Victims (#3764) at $10.00 each for a total of 
$ _________ 

 Send _____ Proclaiming the Message of Life (#3635) for $20.00 each or 3 for $50 for a total of  
$ _________

 Additional Donation $___________
Total Donation $___________ 
 I made my check payable to: Priests for Life.
 Please charge my contribution to my credit card:                 
 VISA  MASTERCARD  AMERICAN EXPRESS  DISCOVER 
Card #: ________________________________________
Exp: ____/_____ 

Signature:_______________________________________

Shipping & Handling
We would appreciate an extra donation to cover the costs of shipping and handling.

Thank you.

Find more great Pro Life products at ProLifeProducts.org!

Order at ProLifeProducts.org or use this order form and mail 

in the enclosed envelope to Priests for Life

• PO Box 236695 • Cocoa, FL 32923 •

New in 2018 – PFL TV!

Priests for Life has embarked on a project to consolidate all 
our online video content in a new branded product called 
PFL TV.

In the coming months we will develop an internet channel 
that will be the place to go for Facebook Live videos by 
Father Frank Pavone, Janet Morana, Alveda King, Father 
Stephen Imbarrato, Bryan Kemper and other members 
of the Priests for Life team; on-the- road features and events; 
interviews; press releases; news announcements and more.

All of this content will be available at
www.PriestsForLife.org.tv, and visitors there already can see 
pro-life commercials produced by our ministry in the past; 
testimonies from the Silent No More Awareness
Campaign; Father Frank’s “Pro-Life Straight Talk” video 
series, and highlights of past initiatives like the Pro-life 
Freedom Rides.

All of the content will be available for pro-life groups and 
individuals to share and use in their own efforts to abolish 
abortion.

Stay tuned!


