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Rachel's Vineyard is on the web at: www.rachelsvineyard.org
Our national toll-free hotline is (877) HOPE-4-ME.
===============================
Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreats for emotional and spiritual healing after abortion are held
internationally. Rachel’s Vineyard welcomes, women, men, couples, grandparents and abortion
providers. Our retreats are held in both Catholic and Interdenominational settings. Rachel's
Vineyard Ministries is a resource for clinical training, education, and healing models.
Rachel’s Vineyard is a non-profit 501(c) 3 organization. All contributions are tax deductible.
We work in partnership with Priests for Life and Gospel of Life Ministries.
===============================
Help us spread the Good News! Pass along this newsletter to friends and colleagues. If you are
receiving this newsletter because a friend forwarded it to you, details on subscribing (or
unsubscribing) appear at the end.
===============================
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Gratitude for Independence
Deeply penetrated with this sentiment, I GEORGE WASHINGTON, President of the United
States, do recommend to all religious societies and denominations, and to all persons
whomsoever within the United States, to set apart and observe a day of PUBLIC
THANKSGIVING and PRAYER; and on that day to...humbly and fervently to beseech the kind
Author of these blessings graciously to prolong them to us - to imprint on our hearts a
deep and solemn sense of our obligations to him for them - to teach us rightly to
estimate their immense value - to preserve us from the arrogance of prosperity, and
from hazarding the advantages we enjoy by delusive pursuits - to dispose us to merit
the continuance of his favors, by not abusing them, by our gratitude for them, and by a
corresponding conduct as citizens and as men - to extend among us true and useful

knowledge - to diffuse and establish habits of sobriety, order, morality and piety; and
finally, to impart all the blessings we possess, or ask for ourselves, to the whole family
of mankind.
George Washington

(This proclamation was issued by the President of the United States in 1795)
===============================
Winning the Battle – But Losing the Peace
My dear friend Julie Woodley, who is the founder of Restoring the Heart Ministries, recently
shared a note with me that she received in response to a newsletter about her post abortion
ministry. The note reads:
“Planned Parenthood is stronger and more powerful than you! We have more money. We have
more power. And we will win!”
Rarely is the spiritual battle of choice and its undeniably negative effects on women, men and
children so clearly delineated by this quote from someone at Planned Parenthood. Gone is the
rhetoric about “freeing women” from their unplanned pregnancies; Forgotten are the mantras
about choice and independence.
We have more money. We have more power. And we will win.
My question is this: What will you win? Bigger profits? More prestige? A bigger, shinier facility?
As the devastating psychological and physical effects of abortion are brought to light, it certainly
isn’t the women and children who are winning in this fight!
No matter what side a person or organization finds themselves on in this “battle,” there used to be
some comfort in thinking that at least, however misguided, our opposition was doing what they
believed was right to help women. This statement shatters that illusion. It’s not about mothers
facing unplanned pregnancies. It’s not about establishing a woman’s right to give life. It’s about
“Winning.”
Planned Parenthood is stronger and more powerful than you.
Indeed, Planned Parenthood has a dreadfully large budget and astonishingly strong political
influence. As individuals, we have little hope of doing much to alter what they do. But we who
truly help women are backed by an even greater Authority. As we work to give mothers and
fathers the healing they need so that their future is not dictated by the trauma of previous choices,
we aren’t worried about winning. We are here to serve. We are here to share in the mission of
Jesus Christ, who comes to bless those who mourn and to conquer all injustice through the power
of love. With this as our goal, we will never lose!
===============================
Faith goes
up the stairs
love has built

and looks out the window
which hope has opened.
Charles Spurgeon
===============================
Help Us To Continue Serving Those Suffering After Abortion
Each day while were’ working in the office, the day is punctuated by a brief ring from a
telephone we keep in the corner. Each ring is a call being forwarded to our hotline, where our
steadfast volunteers are waiting to share the mission and service of Rachel’s Vineyard. Women
and men from all over the United States, and now all over the world, call us looking for help and
healing after the loss of one or more children to abortion.
The people who call us are victims of a societal machine that stresses abortion as the only option
for a woman facing a crisis pregnancy. As we saw in the comment above, the objective of
organizations like Planned Parenthood is to “win,” not to serve the mothers who come to them
facing an unexpected pregnancy.
Every time I hear that brief ring, I know that another hurting mother or father is being helped by
our ministry. Through the work of all our diligent volunteers, ranging from our hotline counselors
at the front lines to our retreat facilitators and volunteers who demonstrate the non-judgmental
forgiveness and love of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we are empowered to give of ourselves so that
others may find a better future through healing.
I ask you now to please help us to continue serving by offering your prayers. We all know that
without this necessary gift, our ministry would not be able to function. Second, I ask you to help
us serve by offering your time. If you are interested in volunteering for Rachel’s Vineyard in any
way, please feel free to contact our new administrative assistant at Andrea@RachelsVineyard.org
Third, I ask you to please aid our ministry by giving financially. There is no such thing as a gift
too large or too small. Your tax-deductible donation of $1000, $500, $100, $25 or any other
amount can be given either online, through this link:
<http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/support/support.htm>, or by sending us an e-mail at
Andrea@RachelsVineyard.org to receive a postage-paid envelope.
Love and Peace to You in this Summer Season!
Theresa Burke, Ph.D.
Founding Director, Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries
808 N. Henderson Rd.
King of Prussia, PA 19406
===============================
An Invitation to Share Your Story
Restoring the Heart Ministries invites you to share your story. Would you be willing to share the
story of your abortion experience with others? Julie and Matt Woodley are writing a book on the
healing of abortion entitled Into My Arms. They have created a confidential questionnaire for
men and woman to fill out so they can offer your story in their new book. Please log onto
www.rthm.cc and download the questionnaire, or call us at 631-689-6686, or e-mail us at
Wildflower636@aol.com. If you want your name included, please let us know, otherwise we will
keep it confidential. Please log onto our website in the next few months to see when the book
with accompanying DVD (which includes a live Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat along with insights

from experts who share about healing abortion wounds) will be published. Blessings to you all!
Thanks for considering sharing your story for the Glory of God and healing his brokenhearted!
===============================
Faith is the daring of the soul to go farther than it can see.
===============================
Note from the Pastoral Director
Total Reconciliation
Dear Friends,
Our relationship with God involves constant repentance, an ever-new and vigorous turning back
to Him and away from the many things that can take us away from Him. This journey from sin
into holiness is real, and involves moments of joy as well as of pain.
As in any relationship, there can be certain areas in which we reconcile with the other person, and
others that, at the very same time, still constitute an obstacle to the relationship. If there is need
for reconciliation, there may be a need to work on several areas, one at a time, until total
reconciliation is achieved. The reconciliation is total only when both persons are satisfied that
they have been reconciled. Something may be bothering one person that the other is totally
unaware of. Perhaps a word was said or omitted or a need unmet and one person felt offended
while the other did not realize the problem.
So, in our relationship with God, there may be areas where we still need reconciliation with Him
but do not recognize the problem. Full reconciliation occurs only when all the areas of sin in our
lives are recognized and addressed.
Sometimes, in the course of healing after abortion, we may come face to face with some other
aspect of our relationship with God that has to be healed and reconciled. This can be a particular
challenge if, at the same time that we confront this other area of sin, we are making progress in
accepting forgiveness for the abortion. The joy of making progress regarding the abortion can
make it harder for us to recognize our need to be reconciled in other areas. Perhaps the problem is
an invalid marriage, or a failure to practice our duties of worship, or a spirit of unforgiveness
toward someone who has hurt us. Our relationship with God is one, and while we are healing in
one area, we may be stalled in another.
There is no easy way around this problem; it requires humility, and a constant readiness to entrust
ourselves to God and to repent over and over again. The good news is that as we find victory in
him over abortion, we can find victory in him over every sin that burdens our lives. It should not
surprise us that our reconciliation with God is a constant task, because it is a relationship – and
every relationship demands constant hard work. But the good news is that whatever further work
of repentance is needed, God will provide all the light and grace and strength we need to do it.
Fr. Frank Pavone
National Pastoral Director and Chairman of the Board
Rachel’s Vineyard
===============================
It is never too late to be what you might have become.
George Eliot
===============================

Comings and Goings at Rachel’s Vineyard
From Nancy:
Hi everyone. I just wanted to give you an update on me - Nancy Rodrigue, the “grateful worker
in the Vineyard!” When I spoke to Theresa about working at the Rachel’s Vineyard International
office after Hurricane Katrina hit, it was with the hope of staying for a three-month period. But
God obviously had other plans!
I am so grateful to be part of this ministry. I want to thank all of you for the support you have
given to me; and especially to Priests for Life for your generosity and concern for the Women’s
New Life Center. It is true that New Orleans is still suffering through the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, but stories of God’s blessings abound as people work to rebuild.
Sometimes life seems so full of obstacles that it is difficult to believe that God has enough grace
for everyone. Everyday I am reminded that he will provide. I will certainly miss being at the
National RV office. Theresa and Kevin are a joy to “labor in the field” with. They have shared
their hearts and family with me. Katie D’Annunzio, my “amigo,” has labored with me through
my many hours of laughter, memories, and tears. Theresa’s mom, Margie, has been an added
blessing to me, and to my health.
I’m back now in New Orleans at the Women’s New Life Center. Since our old building was
destroyed we have a new address directly across the street from Planned Parenthood! God does
work His wonders in every situation! I’ll be directing Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats as well as the
new retreats “From Grief to Grace” for sexual abuse.
===============================
“You never really leave a place or a person you love,
part of them you take with you,
leaving a part of yourself behind.”
===============================
From Theresa:
It was hard to say goodbye to Nancy because she was an answer to our prayers! How do you say
goodbye to an answered prayer? Although Hurricaine Katrina brought her to us, the reopening
of the Women’s new life Center brought her home. With the departure of Nancy, we were
incredibly blessed to find Andrea Staargaard, our new Administrative Assistant! If you call our
office, chances are, your first greeting will be from the indomitably cheerful Andrea! I’ll let her
introduce herself:
From Andrea:
Hello to everyone!
It is such a blessing and a privilege to have begun working here at Rachel’s Vineyard! I look
forward to meeting you in person in the future. I graduated from Penn State University this May
with a degree in Marketing. However, my knowledge has long lain outside the bounds of a
diploma, as I have been involved in the pro-life and post-abortion movement for several years. I
have had the wonderful opportunity to work with the brave women of Silent No More, as well as
attending the March for Life and demonstrating against the harm that abortion has caused to
women and children. In college I was a member and an officer of the campus pro-life group, and I

was also blessed to be able to work with a pregnancy resource clinic called “A Woman’s
Concern.”
Observing the work and mission of everyone here at Rachel’s Vineyard has always inspired me,
and I feel very lucky to be a part of such a needed and wonderful ministry. Thank you so much
for everyone’s warm and heartfelt welcome!
God bless,
Andrea Staargaard
===============================
The most wonderful of all things in life, I believe, is the discovery of another human being with
whom one's relationship has a glowing depth, beauty, and joy as the years increase. This inner
progressiveness of love between two human beings is a most marvelous thing, it cannot be found
by looking for it or by passionately wishing for it. It is a sort of Divine accident.
Sir Hugh Walpoe
===============================
Become a Lay Affiliate of the Missionaries of the Gospel of Life!
Fr. Frank Pavone has established a new association in the Church, the Missionaries of the Gospel
of Life, which trains priests, deacons, and laity for pro-life ministry. Along with those who live in
community, we also have lay affiliate members who, make certain commitments to prayer,
personal study, and pro-life work to the extent that their duties permit. We provide opportunities
for local gatherings in which they learn the spirituality of the Society and gather with other people
who are making a similar commitment.
Very simply, whatever pro-life work a person is already doing can now be done in the context of
the spiritual commitment to belong to this Society, and with the special blessing of the Church
which such membership brings.
Jim Pinto, full-time Pastoral Associate of Priests for Life, is the coordinator of the lay affiliates
program.
For some throughout the pro-life movement, there is a sense of isolation from the local Church,
particularly when there isn't the leadership or encouragement that should be available at the
parish level. Pro-life activists are sometimes made to feel like "outsiders."
With the establishment of this new Society as an official "Society of Apostolic Life," the blessing
and support of the Church will be felt in a new way and pro-life activists will be affirmed in what
they are doing by their unity with other members of the Society.
This new Pro-life Society is a direct response to the call issued by John Paul II in Evangelium
Vitae: “What is urgently called for is a general mobilization of consciences and a united ethical
effort to activate a great campaign in support of life. All together, we must build a new culture of
life” (EV, n.95).
The members of this Society witness before the Church and the world to the priority of the right
to life as the foundation of all other rights, and to the absolute claims to respect and protection
that this right makes upon every individual and community in the human family. The Society

promotes and defends the natural human right to life, in the light of the Gospel, focusing in
particular on ending the scourge of abortion.
The members of our Society undertake a process of spiritual and pro-life formation, and then
make special promises to defend human life and to collaborate with the Society by following its
spirituality and sharing its mission to the extent that their duties allow.
Members participate in four overarching spiritual disciplines:
Prayer: Each member is committed to praying specific daily prayers as provided by the Society,
and leading an active sacramental life.
Study: Members, individually and corporately, will be expected to participate in ongoing study
and formation in Scripture, Church teaching, and pro-life educational materials.
Community: Members are expected to be faithful members of a local parish and to gather with
other Society members as possible.
Witness: Members give of their time to the pro-life cause.
If you would like to inquire about joining the lay affiliates program of the Missionaries of the
Gospel of Life, Contact them today! Email missionary@priestsforlife.org call 888-735-3448,
ext. 297.
===============================
Music of the Month
Rachel’s Vineyard invites you to check it out:
Changing Hearts Project (http://www.changinghearts.doraymusicpromotions.com/)
The Changing Hearts Project came into light as a result of the song "Think Of Me" written by
Trudi Cross & Ray Fontenault. When Ray and Trudi completed this song they immediately saw
an impact that they have never experienced on any other song they had written...a saved life. Not
only did the song touch the heart of that young woman, who had 2 previous abortions, but it also
reached #1 on songramp.com's "All - Hot 100" competing against more popular genres like pop,
rock and country. They received positive comments from both sides of the abortion issue. The
goal of the "Changing Hearts Project" is to raise awareness and touch hearts, through songs that
relate to the plight of the unborn and young woman in need. They intend to have these songs
used as a vehicle to raise funds, that support the causes of the unborn and woman through
abortion alternatives, counseling, help after abortion and awareness and education. Their project
is founded on love and compassion. For more information visit: Changing Hearts Project
===============================
Book of the Month - Empty Arms
In 1993, a group of concerned citizens in Chattanooga, Tennessee, succeeded not only in closing
down the city’s abortion clinic, but also in purchasing the building where it had operated. Soon
afterward, the National Memorial for the Unborn opened on that site and over the last several
years has become a special place for remembrance and healing. Empty Arms tells the story of
the memorial and the many lives that have been touched through its ministry.
Empty Arms contains 58 letters telling the real stories of mothers, fathers, and grandparents who
have been a part of a crisis pregnancy that ended in abortion, and now deeply regret that decision.

Each story shares how visiting the memorial helped them release their secret shame and finally
live in freedom.
Empty Arms also includes ten stories of adoption to encourage this life-giving alternative, even
in difficult circumstances. An additional section lists resources such as crisis pregnancy centers,
online post-abortion ministries, and locations of other memorials to the unborn.
Copies may be ordered for $12 each by calling Carol Martin, at 800-505-5565 or by email
office@memorialfortheunborn.org. Bulk order discounts are available.
National Memorial for the Unborn
6230 Vance Road
Chattanooga, TN 37421
===============================
Pilgrimage to Poland
Please help spread the word about Lumina’s second post abortion pilgrimage to Poland.
Fathger Mariusz Koch, CFR will be the spiritual director of this amazing trip geared specifically
for those who are post abortive. We will be visiting the Shrines of Divine Mercy and Our Lady of
Czestochowa. For more information visit http://postabortionhelp.org/Pilgrimage/pilgrimage.html
Please register as soon as possible to assure a spot on this special trip!
===============================
SAVE THE DATES FOR 2007 RACHEL’S VINEYARD INTERNATIONAL
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE:
Mark your calendars for 2007! The location for the Rachel’s Vineyard International Leadership
Conference will be at the Malvern Retreat House, just outside Philadelphia, Pa.
www.malvernretreat.com
Our RV Leadership Conference will be June 26-29 2007. This will be immediately followed by
weekend retreat "Come Aside and Rest Awhile" June 29-July 1, led by Fr. Mike Mannion, Fr.
Frank Pavone, Kevin and Theresa Burke and others. We plan to invite other leaders in pro-life
ministry to the "Come aside" weekend retreat. If you plan to stay for both events, the retreat ends
on Sunday, July 1 at noon.
===============================
Upcoming Clinical Training and Speaking Engagements

July 24-26

From Grief to Grace - Reclaiming the Gift of Sexuality
A new retreat model for those who have been victims of sexual abuse
Contact: Katie 610 354 0555
Malvern Retreat House, Pennsylvania
Facilitated by Theresa & Kevin Burke

July 27-28

Facilitator Training - From Grief to Grace
Malvern Retreat House, Pennsylvania

Contact: Katie 610 354 0555
August 18-24 Seminarian Life Link Conference
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, Amarillo, Texas
http://www.seminarianlifelink.org/frontlines/conference2006.htm
August 25

Regional Skills Building Clinic for Rachel’s Vineyard Teams
Amarillo, Texas
Contact Gwen Johns stanthonyspad@aol.com
806 678-4673

August 26

Eucharistic Congress – Amarillo, Texas
Amarillo Civic Center
Contact: Development Office
401 S. Buchanan St.
Amarillo, TX 79102 USA
806-383-2243 ext. 119
development@amarillodiocese.org
http://www.amarillodiocese.org

September 8

Clinical Training for CEU credits
Pregnancy Loss and Unresolved Grief
Presenters: Theresa and Kevin Burke
Contact: Kathy Hawks
(412) 257-3120
rachelsvineyard.western.pa@verizon.net
Sponsors: Christ Church at Grove Farm & Catholic Charities of Pittsburgh

September 9

Regional Skill Building Clinic for Rachel’s Vineyard Facilitators and Team
members
Contact: Kathy Hawks
(412) 257-3120
rachelsvineyard.western.pa@verizon.net

September 16-17

Northern Kentucky Right to Life
33rd annual Celebration of Life Event
Contact: Fred Summe, J.D.
4 West Foruth Street
Newport, Kentucky 41071
(859) 431-6111
(859)491-2128 (fax)

September 20

Saginaw, Michigan Clinical Training
Contact: Sandy Buza 1-989-797-6652
SBuza@dioceseofsaginaw.org
Catholic Diocese of Saginaw
5800 Weiss St.
Saginaw, MI 48603-2799

September 25, 2006

Billings, Montana
(Theresa and Kevin Clinical Training)
Contact: Rosemary Miller
rosemary@catholicsocialservicesofmontana.org
(406) 442-4130

September 26, 2006

Missoula, Montana
(Theresa and Kevin Clinical Training)
Contact: Rosemary Miller
rosemary@catholicsocialservicesofmontana.org
(406) 442-4130

October 3, 2006

Clergy Training Day, Diocese of Springfield, Massachusetts
Contact: Jane Czajka (413) 452-0652 Office of Family Life
j.czajka@diospringfield.org

October 4, 2006 -

Clinical Training Day Diocese of Springfield, Mass
Contact: Jane Czajka (413) 452-0652 Office of Family Life
j.czajka@diospringfield.org

October 19

Clinical Training for Rachel’s Vineyard and Sexual Abuse
Omaha, Nebraska
Contact Heather Hruby – (402) 315-9099
[mailto:heatherhruby@cox.net]

October 20

Regional Skills Building Clinic for Rachel’s Vineyard Teams
Omaha, Nebraska
Contact: Heather Hruby (402) 315-9099 or (402) 871-4812 (cell)
heatherhruby@cox.net

November 4

Post abortion healing seminar for Diocesan lay/clergy/professionals
involved in Marriage Preparation
Contact: Judy Miller, Director for Family Life – millerju@rcan.org
974-497-4324

===============================
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat Schedule (July-August 2006)
July 7-9, 2006 -- Temecula, California
Spanish Retreat:
Contact: Ruth Delgado 951 672-1067 Se Habla Espanol
Contact: Raquel R. Cano 951 246 1832
July 7-9, 2006 - Allentown, Pennsylvania
Contact: Maryann Dunn M.S. 866 372 2435

July 14-16, 2006 -- Fresno, California
Contact: Jennifer Butcher 877 629 6626
July 14-16, 2006 -- Dallas (English), Texas
Contact: Caryn Stevens 214 544 2273
July 14-16, 2006 -- East Midland, England
Contact: Karen James 07792 187638
July 14-16, 2006 - Elkton, Maryland
Contact: Michele Heath 410 398 6164
July 21-23, 2006 -- Fort Worth, Texas
Note: Interdenominational
Contact: Betsy Kopor 817 923 4757
July 21-23, 2006 -- Cherry Hill, New Jersey
Contact: Stephanie Claudy 866 4 RACHEL
July 21-23, 2006 -- Melbourne, Australia
Note: Interdenominational
Contact: Anne Neville 61 3 9870 7044
July 28-30, 2006 -- Denver, Colorado
Contact: Edith Gutierrez 303 682 9185
Contact: Diane Svoboda 303 359 3289
July 28-30, 2006 -- Houston, Texas
Contact: Traci 713 379 3844
Contact: Cindy 281 286 7729
July 28-30, 2006 -- Bowling Green / Owensboro, Kentucky
Contact: Debbie Ward 270 683 6933
Sponsor: Rachel's Vineyard of Bowling Green, Inc.
July 28-30, 2006 -- Charleston, South Carolina
Contact: Kathy 803 546 6010
Local host: Diocese of Charleston
August 4-6, 2006 -- Longbranch, Washington
Contact: Valerie Jacobs 800 822 HOPE
August 4-6, 2006 -- Hays, Kansas
Local host: Salina Diocese
Web: Salina Diocese
Contact: Donetta Robben 877 447 4383
August 11-13, 2006 -- Minneapolis / St. Paul, Minnesota
Contact: Nancy Blom 952 882 2072

August 11-13, 2006 -- Sydney, New South Wales
Contact: Julie Kelly 02 9440 7980
August 11-13, 2006 -- Birmingham / Cullman, Alabama
Contact: Maria Kaczperski 205-919-3288
Contact: Maria Steele 256-347-1569
August 18-20, 2006 -- Tampa, Florida
Contact: Emma Boe 813 631 4370
Retreat Location: Clearwater, Marian Servants of Our Lady of Divine Providence
August 18-20, 2006 -- Omaha / Lincoln, Nebraska
Contact: Heather 402 871 4812
August 18-20, 2006 -- Saginaw, Michigan
Contact: Sandy Buza 989 797 6652 or 800 453 2081 ext 652
August 18-20, 2006 -- St. Simmons, Georgia
Note: Interdenominational Retreat
Contact: Marsha Tucker 336 247 0651
August 25-27, 2006 -- Cedar Falls, Iowa
Contact: Maria Shores 319 530 2597 (mobile)
August 25-27, 2006 -- DC Metro Area, Maryland / Washington DC
Note: Bilingual Spanish and English
Contact: Eugenia Hadley 301 237 6177
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To subscribe to this newsletter: Send an e-mail to Katie@rachelsvineyard.org
Type “SUBSCRIBE VINE & BRANCHES” in the subject line or body of your e-mail.
To unsubscribe, follow the same procedure, except type "UNSUBSCRIBE VINE &
BRANCHES" in the subject line or body of your e-mail.
Publisher: Rachel's Vineyard Ministries
Editor: Theresa Burke, Ph.D.
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===============================
Rachel's Vineyard ® All rights reserved.
© 2006

