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A Christmas Miracle 
By Eileen Kuhlmann 

  

It was Christmas Eve Day….and the email came in. She had been on our radar for some time and 

came very close to attending a Rachel’s Vineyard retreat this past year, yet even when a driver was 

sent to her she could not find the courage. She remained on our “care radar” as we continued to 

encourage her yet she remained in silence.  

 

Then the email came in…”I need a priest. I want to confess this sin.”  

 

My immediate mental reaction was…oh no….how am I EVER going to find a priest on Christmas 

Eve Day. But I told her I would do everything I could as I began to mentally choose the priests with 

the best chance of locating who might be willing. Then the guidance of searching for the RIGHT 

priest and not just ANY priest came to my mind. I knew exactly who we needed. 

 

I reached out to him, realizing there was a slim chance. I decided if I didn’t hear from him within a 

few hours I would reach out to the others. Within 30 minutes the phone rang. It was Father!! “Do 

you still need a priest?” He said. His voice was like the shining star in the dark night calling her to 

new life. 

 

I set up the time for them to meet in his parish just a few hours later. 

 

I asked her if she would like some company and she said: “I was alone when I had the abortions and 

I have been alone ever since. I guess so…I have never had anyone to walk through anything with 

me. I never had the expectation” 

 

I engaged 5 of our Vineyard Keepers who immediately began to pray. 

 

I looked at our GRIP (Graduate of Rachel in parish) list for that parish and contacted two of them. 

They both responded immediately. Permission was granted and one of them called her and 

encouraged her and then told her she would be in the front of the Church waiting for her. 

 

I continued in text communication with her letting her know how much she was loved by God to 

have a priest, two graduates, and 5 vineyard keepers focused on her!  She said: “I have lived in such 

isolation and have avoided people and relationships because I feel so bad about my life and the 

choices I have made.”  I pointed out how much God wanted her back and she said: “I know...He 
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won’t let up…The Holy Spirit has been stirring my soul these past 10 months with a vengeance.” 

 

I got a text a few hours later from our graduate telling me that Father and the two graduates were 

waiting for her at the door. As Father said…“tell her I am the one with the collar on”.  Regina and I 

texted back and forth prayerfully wondering if she would have the courage this time…hoping and 

praying this would be the time. Then I got the best text I could have ever received… “She is here!!! 

She is now with Father! We are waiting for her in the pew.” 

 

I heard later from our potential retreatant that she feels so much better and is now committed to 

attending a retreat. Her first words to me were: “I have friends now! Father and two wonderful 

ladies who have invited me to coffee! It was GLORIOUS and WONDERFUL! And my job is 

actually very close to his parish so I will begin to receive direction from him on my lunch breaks”. 

 

I knew then, that this priest chosen to help on this day was NO COINCIDENCE AT ALL!!! God 

actually cared enough to find one that was just a few miles from work so she could easily continue 

under his care. I asked her if she could see how much God loves her and she said: “Yes…I can 

now….He really wanted me back!!” The graduates contacted me and told me they want to sponsor 

her retreat and will accompany her to the door that day too. 

 

Christmas Eve. Our Lord was born in the heart of a woman who so desperately needed him. We had 

the star …we had the shepherds….and the manger this time was a confessional. Praise God! 

Christmas Eve can happen all over again in ways we never expected!    

  

  
“The pain that you’ve been feeling, 

can’t compare to the joy that’s coming.” 

~ Romans 8:18 

  

Vespers at Lourdes 

  

Victoria Newcome Johnson shared her beautiful and moving testimony at Our Lady of Lourdes 

Church in Minneapolis, MN. Please watch and share with those who could benefit from her 

inspiring story, and learn how she found healing after abortion at Rachel's Vineyard.  

 

https://youtu.be/TO_fwui3TMI 

  

  
“I learned a divine paradox; that when you heal, it hurts. 

And a lot of times when you hurt, you’re healing.” 

~ Victoria Newcome Johnson 
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Valentine’s Day Appeal 

  

Valentine’s Day can be a hard time for someone suffering after an abortion. They may be mourning 

the loss of a child, the loss of love, and the burden abortion takes on relationships. Spread the love 

to those hurting this Valentine’s Day by donating to our mission.   

 

Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries is a non-profit organization. We are able to minister to those hurting 

after abortion only because of your generous contributions and prayers. 

 

Online: www.RachelsVineyard.org/donate  

By Phone: 610-354-0555 or By Mail: P.O. Box 140130 Staten Island, NY 10314 

  
“Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.” 

~ 1 Corinthians 13:7 

  

Testimony of Healing 
By Lauren Zweig Kretzer 

  

For many years, I sat where you are sitting right now but I had a secret. This secret goes back to 

when I was a teenager.  Like most young people, I did not consider the ramifications of my 

decisions and how they would impact me for the rest of my life. 

 

When I was 18, I had my first steady boyfriend.   After we were together for 8 months, I found out I 

was pregnant and we went to a clinic to confirm this news.   A worker there told me that an abortion 

would be quick and easy and no one would ever have to find out or get hurt.  She said that we 

should schedule one as soon as possible. She did not tell me about any other alternatives and we 

made that tragic choice. 

 

A week later on February 6, 1975 we went back to that clinic to abort our baby.   I remember 

feeling nothing emotionally and within the next few months my boyfriend and I broke up. 

 

The abortion set me on a downward spiral.  I was grieving my loss but did not know it because the 

world was telling me there was no need to grieve over what we were told was a bunch of cells. A 

couple of years later, I married my husband.  He knew about the abortion but we both believed that 

it was buried deep in the past and we wanted to live our new life together. 

 

Women and men who have lost children to abortion often suffer from post- abortive stress (PAS) 

which is very much like post traumatic stress. This can be serious.              

 

For me, the symptoms and loss were buried deep in my psyche, but then one day something 

happened to bring this intense pain and repressed memories to the surface. 

 

In 2012 I heard that my old boyfriend had died suddenly.  I found myself becoming very 

depressed.  I thought I was going crazy because in all the years leading up to this, I never had any 

thought or desire to reconnect with him.  This depression went on for a couple of months until one 
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day when I went to my husband.  I told him that even though my old boyfriend and I had not 

spoken since we broke up, we always had a bond.  That bond was our baby.  I was shocked to hear 

myself finally speak the truth. 

 

From that moment on, I became a Mom grieving for her baby along with deep shame over what I 

had done.  For a few months I suffered in silence because I thought that I was the only one in the 

church who had this loss deep in my heart.  

 

I thank God for leading me to Rachel’s Vineyard, a ministry for post abortion healing.  If it were 

not for the Rachel's Vineyard retreat I attended in early 2013, I would not be able to stand up here 

today.                        

 

I am so very thankful for the special gift I received from our Lord through this ministry.  From my 

first phone call to Rachel’s Vineyard I knew without a doubt that God fully opened the door and 

that it was the right time in my life for me to be healed. 

 

When I arrived at the retreat I was warmly greeted by the staff, who through the hands of Christ 

guided me through this wonderful weekend.  It was through Rachel’s Vineyard that I started on a 

new journey with the Lord that changed my life.  

 

While I was there I finally had the chance to share my story in a safe, loving place and learned that I 

was not the only one fooled by the lie of abortion   

 

I also learned that even in the darkest of days, Jesus never gave up on me and never gives up on us.  

Rachel’s Vineyard is a beautiful caress from God that we so desperately need at a time when we 

feel that we are unworthy of His love and forgiveness.  For many of us may just need reassurance 

that He cares. 

 

Most people who have heard of Rachel’s Vineyard think it is only for women like me who have had 

an abortion.  But the truth is that it is for anyone who has suffered the loss of a child by abortion, 

miscarriage, or still birth.  It is not only for the Mom and Dad who carry the secret shameful scars 

along with the grief that is buried deep in their core.  It is also for their families and friends who feel 

the loss in their lives.  It is for the grandparents grieving over grandchildren they will never get to 

hug and spoil. 

 

If you, or someone you love, have been feeling ashamed over their own experience, they need to 

know that they are not alone.   There is nothing that is outside of God's reach. We, at Rachel’s 

Vineyard will always keep everything confidential along with a promise that none of us are in a 

position to judge. 

 

If you wish to contact Lauren her email is lklovesnyc@gmail.com. 

  
“I know this transformation is painful, 

But you’re not falling apart; 

you’re just falling into something different, 

with a new capacity to be beautiful.” 

~ William C. Hannan 
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A Catholic Deacon in Post-Abortion Ministry 

by Kevin Burke  

Deacon Mark Armamentos serves as a Catholic Deacon in the Diocese of Joliet, Illinois.  In the 

following interview, we discover that within his calling to the Deaconate, Rev. Armamentos found 

another very special invitation from the Lord. 

 

How did you come to discover God's call to the Catholic Deaconate? 
 

For a couple of years many people, from various ministries I was involved with, asked me if I 

considered being a deacon, to which I responded “no”. After a person had asked me a couple times 

about it, I said I would pray about it, but nothing further came of it. 

 

During a weekend retreat for teenagers, I was giving a talk about sharing our faith with others and 

proclaimed to the participants, “God is always talking to us, through our parents, friends, nature, 

etc. We just have to listen with open hearts.” As I said those words, I instantly realized that God had 

been talking to me through a number of people…but I had not been really listening. After 

discussing it with my wife and family, I came to believe that the call was genuinely from God and I 

decided to apply. On a funny note, my eldest daughter said, “Gee dad, it’s about time!” 

 

The blessings since that time have been too numerous to count; my marriage is better and it was 

already very good, my love for Jesus has grown, my faith in Him has deepened, and my desire to 

serve more boldly than before has really blossomed. I look up to Heaven and say, “I am a dull 

butter knife Lord, but you can always make good use of me …as long as I am blessed to keep 

saying Yes! 

 

You received another special calling to serve as a Deacon in ministry for those with abortion 

loss.  How did you make that connection? 
 

There was an email from our diocese to all deacons asking if anyone would be available to serve on 

an upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat. (My wife read it before I did.) Later that night when I read 

my emails, the invitation really grabbed my heart. I looked over at my wife and said, “Would you 

mind if, I…” and before I finished my request she said that she had hoped that I would feel called to 

go. Once I had her blessing, I responded and met the team a couple days before the retreat. 

 

I felt overwhelmed at first, but believed that the Holy Spirit would guide me and use me to help in 

the healing process of the women and men on the retreat. 

 

What was the retreat experience like for you? 
 

The retreat itself was amazing beyond belief! I met women and men on Friday who were hurting 

and broken and I witnessed a transformation like the Lord’s Resurrection. Friday, and Saturday too, 

they moved through the suffering of their lives, as if moving through the darkness of a tomb. A lot 

of the past had to be addressed head-on; a lot of work had to be done. 

 

But by Sunday, a transformation had occurred! These women and men were on the path towards 

healing. They believed that God loved them. They believed that God had forgiven them. They even 

began to believe that they could eventually forgive themselves. I saw parents who were again ready 

to begin to live lives of joy that God desires for them. 

 

It was gut-wrenching to be so intimately connected with such grievous wounds.  It was one of the 

greatest blessings of my life to have been a part of it all, from pain, to more pain, through a river 

and then a veritable ocean of tears…and finally to a faint smile that blossomed into a bunch of 



radiant, glowing mothers and fathers, unburdened of years, even decades of torment. 

 

Do you see post abortion healing and the Rachel’s Vineyard retreat as a good fit for the 

Deaconate ministry? What special advice would you have for those discerning service in this 

outreach? 
 

The diaconate is foremost a ministry of service. Rachel’s Vineyard is not only a good, but it is a 

great fit for a deacon.  But it’s important to note that each of us has our special gifts. Just as with 

any ministry, sometimes it’s a good fit, other times there is another type of service that will be a 

better match.   

 

A Deacon in this ministry must be a man who is utterly trusting in the Lord, perfectly willing to be 

extremely uncomfortable, and be able to relate very well with women as well as men who are 

dealing with some intense feelings, often troubled history, and deep grief. God commissioned us to 

serve everyone but especially those of his sons and daughters on the margins of society. It is hard to 

imagine people more on the margin of society than those who shun themselves from experiencing 

joy, who exile themselves from experiencing love. 

 

What is most rewarding about serving in Rachel’s Vineyard ministry? 
 

Those who come to participate in these weekend programs are so brave to admit they need God and 

that they need healing; frankly, most of us need God desperately but we have not faced the crisis 

that these parents have and therefore we still mistakenly believe that we can “fix things ourselves.”  

Seeing and getting to know women and men who know they need healing, who know they are 

broken, who sense somehow that God, and His mercy, and His forgiveness are what they need to 

heal is such a blessing. It is a great joy to see them go through the retreat and experience so much of 

God’s love through the Living Scriptures Exercises (special scripture meditations developed by 

Rachel’s Vineyard founder Dr Theresa Burke,) and sharing and listening to others who have shared 

a similar dark journey. 

 

What is most challenging? 
 

It is very hard to listen to the stories of these women and men’s lives. Many have been so abused, 

so unloved. It breaks my heart to hear how beastly some people can be to one another. And, yet, it 

is like the Cross; there is no around it, there is no way over it, there is no way under it… there is 

only through it. The women, the team, and me, we all must walk the painful journey, like the road 

to Calvary together; a road of bad choices and horrific consequences and yet this dark road leads to 

the blazing light of transformation on Sunday, just like Easter Sunday. 

 

How are you received by the retreat participants? 
 

Whatever their initial reservations might be seeing a man and Deacon on the team, the retreat 

participants very soon get a sense that I am a servant who is there to help them without judgment, 

with only mercy and compassion. By Sunday afternoon, the tears are joyous and the hugs are 

plentiful all around. 

 

Do you have an opportunity to share your RV experience with other Clergy?  Has your 

Rachel’s Vineyard ministry experience influenced your preaching and if so how is this 

received by the parishioners? 
 

I met with my pastor and my fellow deacons at my parish after each retreat to tell them how 

transformative it was not only for the participants, but for me as well.   I have preached a number of 

times regarding abortion and healing, always focusing much more on the healing. I was astounded 

by the reaction as many women and men came up to me and thanked me for speaking so boldly 

about this. Many women and men shared with me that they had abortions or participated in one or 

more; some had been on a Rachel’s Vineyard retreat and said it had helped them tremendously and 



others said they would consider it. I received no negative responses at all. 

 

This interview was originally posted by the National Catholic Register. To read more click here: 

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/kburke/a-catholic-deacon-in-post-abortion-

ministry/#ixzz3x9kznhYD 

  

Ring in a Fire 

 By Fr Jeffrey D. Stephaniuk 

Like a ring in a fire 

Returned to the source of its forging 

Cast in a rage as intense as the flames and the burn 

I thought there was nothing left to do except 

Make a gesture of disbanding 

By yanking the ring off my hand 

To be thrown in the fire in a fit of regret 

Incinerate the thing if it could 

While the wood spit sparks in the heat 

From tongues that startle and hiss in gibberish 

As if in incantation to confuse me in my yearning 

That she never ever entered my life 

To begin with 

Or that I ever called her my precious 

 

She brought the fire to the ring 

When her precious could not be brought to the flame 

Hope beyond hope that what exists against will 

Could be cast back into darkness and depths 

Vanish at the sight of unbearable anger and rage 

Disintegrate the thing if it could 

No matter how innocent the ring 

Yet even when she pretended 

All was abstraction 

The intangible held a grip of palpable pain 

She was wrong all along 

And the fire they said was redemption 

From tongues that startle and hiss in gibberish 

Was fueled by their own hatred and lust 

 

Their own discontented sacrifice 

 

I stare at the ring in the fire 

Beyond an oppressive ocean of heat 

Within reach but beyond reach 

Overwhelming primordial traits 

Danger in just the right combination 

Hostile tongues that startle and hiss in gibberish 

Inhospitable to the thriving of life 

So I wait by the grate for the embers to cool 

Imagine the pain subside too 

But the nature of one is not linked 

To the fate of the other 

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/kburke/a-catholic-deacon-in-post-abortion-ministry/#ixzz3x9kznhYD
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I need both water and grace 

It’s not that I look for the good with the bad 

Rummage for treasure in chaff 

But rather my own hope founded on Hope 

New life will arise from this death 

I close my eyes as I wait 

And am met by a sight that was there all along 

A silhouette of the sun 

 

Or better, a halo 

Ablaze like a ring in a fire 

 

Like a ring in a fire 

That makes all things new 

Fire of destruction now fire of life 

With its colours of orange and blue 

And its hues and its hews that taper and bristle 

And reach for the sky in a flicker 

There’s a reason the crucible is a test 

To prove the strength of a metal 

The worth of one’s will and the value of sacrifice 

And the true from the fraud in the flames 

So I poured through the ash with a sifter for flour 

In search of the ring from the fire 

Desperate once more though not to throw but to find 

A defence against tongues that startle and hiss in gibberish 

The ring still held meaning after all 

And still bound me to her and her hurt 

While the silt seemed like flour for bread 

A new life to arise from the flames 

These ashen complexions as bodies again 

 

Fr. Jeffery D. Stephaniuk is a member of the Saskatchewan, 

Canada Rachel’s Vineyard Team.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rome, Assisi & Medjugorje Pilgrimage 

 

On April 10-22, 2016 Journey with us To Rome, Assisi, and Medugorje 

 

I, Dr. Theresa Burke, invite you to join me and others from Rachel’s Vineyard on a pilgrimage into 

mystery and prayer to invite God to transform us, change us, strengthen us, renew us and fill us 

with grace in the company of others who share in our ministry.  Our pilgrimage promises laughter, 

friendship, music, living scriptures and new adventures with God!     

 

This Pilgrimage is being hosted by Totally Yours Pilgrimages. For more information please contact 

Guy Murphy, Monica-Pia, Beth, Linda, Jackie or Colleen at 

 

1- 630-279-8424 or click here 

http://www.totallyyourspilgrimages.com/totally_live_upload_version_06 6.htm 

  

http://www.totallyyourspilgrimages.com/totally_live_upload_version_06%206.htm


  
“We travel not to escape life, 

but for life not to escape us!” 

~ Anonymous 

  

Rachel's Vineyard Recommends: 

Letters to Heaven 

 

Rachel's Vineyard Recommends: Letters to Heaven Letters of love and sorrow from Mothers and 

Fathers to their children lost to abortion. These letters are tender and sweet and full of compassion. 

This is a book about forgiveness and mercy. It is sweet, compassionate, tender and hopeful, 

providing insight into the hearts and minds of mothers and fathers who regret the loss of their 

children through abortion. A portion of the proceeds benefit Rachel’s Vineyard Colorado. To order 

your copy please go to: www.edithgutierrez.com 

  

“The fact that our heart yearns for something Earth can’t supply 

is proof that Heaven must be our home.” 

~ C.S. Lewis 
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Message from the Pastoral Director  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Once again this year, the coverage that EWTN gave on worldwide television of the March for Life 

was very well done. As I was watching that coverage, I saw one of the commercials for Rachel's 

Vineyard. 

 

Then, of course, included in the coverage were the testimonies -- given both in DC and in San 

Francisco -- of so many people who found healing at Rachel's Vineyard and went on to share their 

experience through the Silent No More Awareness Campaign. 

 

And with the March for Life theme this year being "Pro-life and Pro-Woman Go Hand in Hand," 

and with the continuous focus of the Walk for Life West Coast on the theme "Abortion Hurts 

Women," the place our ministry has in building the culture of life is more clear and firmly 

established than ever. 

 

The events we had both on the East and West coasts in these recent weeks -- conferences for youth, 

multiple interviews, multiple prayer services -- all involved reference to healing after abortion. The 

national protest at the DC location of the new Planned Parenthood was no exception to this. Also, 

the prayer time I was asked to lead during the interdenominational "One Voice DC" event the night 

before the March was all on the theme of healing after abortion, and we prayed for all those who are 

served by Rachel's Vineyard. 

 

There is no telling how many people have been reached in these recent weeks by the affirming, 

hope-filled message that we all seek to convey through Rachel's Vineyard. The word is getting out, 

and we should be encouraged. 

 

Blessings! I pray for all of you daily! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Fr. Frank Pavone 

Pastoral Director, Rachel's Vineyard Ministries 

National Director, Priests for Life 

  

  
 

"Faith. It does not make things easy, it makes them possible." 

~ Luke: 1:37 
 

  

 

 



Rachel's Vineyard in Social Media 

 

Click the links below to visit Rachel’s Vineyard social networking sites. 

Join today and send to your friends and family! 

 

Facebook Fan Page: www.facebook.com/rachelsvineyard 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/rachelsvineyard 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/RVHealing 

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/rachelsvineyard 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/rvhealing 

  

  

“Don’t shine so others can see you. 

Shine so that through you others can see Him.” 

~C.S. Lewis 

   

United in Prayer 

Please pray for the repose of, Celia Ryan’s, soul. Celia was one of the first Rachel's Vineyard 

reterat site leaders. She has impacted the lives of so many and she will be greatly missed, but her 

legacy will never be forgotten.  

 

Please join us in praying for, Steve Harmon, Rachel’s Vineyard Team member in Peoria, IL. Steve 

suffered a massive heart attack shortly before Christmas. He is now undergoing caridac rehab and 

plans to co-facilitate Peoria's spring reterat. Please continue to pray for a swift and full recovery. 

 

Please join us in praying for, Joseph Burke, Kevin Burke’s. Joseph has been suffering from various 

health issues. Please pray the he is able to make a full recovery. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/rachelsvineyard
http://www.youtube.com/user/rachelsvineyard
http://www.twitter.com/RVHealing
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Please join us in praying for Elizabeth Phelps, longtime Rachel’s Vineyard team member’s 

husband, Paul Phelps. Paul suffered a stroke, and her mother, Dorothy Hayward, suffered a heart 

attack. Elizabeth is caring for both. Please pray for Elizabeth to have the endurance needed when 

caring for the sick. Please also pray that both Paul and Dorothy recover quickly. 

 

Please pray for Lairen Vogan, Executive Assistant at Rachel’s Vineyard and her husband, Ian, as 

they are expecting their first child in March 2016. They are overjoyed and would appreciate your 

prayers for a healthy delivery and baby. 

  
“The darker the night, the brighter the stars, 

the deeper the grief, the closer is God!” 

~ Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

  

Upcoming Grief to Grace Retreats 
Healing the Wounds of Abuse 

Reclaiming the Gift of Human Dignity 

www.Grieftograce.org 

Phoenix, AZ 
Contact: info@grieftograce.org 610-203-2002 

February 28th - March 4th, 2016 

 

Newark, NJ 
Contact: info@grieftograce.org 610-203-2002 

September 11-16, 2016 

 

Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN 
Contact: Diane@grieftograce.org 610-203-2002 

October 2-7, 2016 

 

Kelowna, BC 
Contact: G2GKelowna@gmail.com Call: 250-878-7603 

April 14-17, 2016 

 

London, UK 
Contact: g2guk@yahoo.co.uk 

Call: 020 7937 4297 / 07849 029 442 / 07770 373 758 

2nd- 7th February 2016 

23rd - 28th October 2016 

  

  

“It’s not the strength of your faith that saves you, 

but the strength of Him upon whom you rely.” 

~ Charles Spurgeon 
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Upcoming Rachel's Vineyard Training Events 

 Newark, NJ – Clinical Training 

On February 16, 2016, Dr. Theresa Burke will conduct a Clinical Training that is open to the 

public, covering topics regarding Post Aborion Trauma and Healing.  

For more information please contact Cheryl Riley at  Rileyche@rcan.org.  

 

Lansing, MI -  Clincial Training 

On March 18, 2016 Dr. Theresa Burke will conduct a Clincial Training that is open to the public, 

covering topics pertaining to Post Abortion Trauma and Healing. 

For more information please email Nlc@resurrectionlansing.com.  

 

Binghamton, NY - Grief to Grace/Rachel's Vineyard Clinical Training 

April 1, 2016 Dr. Theresa Burke will conduct a Clinical Training that is open to the public 

covering topics pertaining to trauma associated with Abuse and Abortion. Those interested in Grief 

to Grace or Rachel’s Vineyard are encouraged to attend. 

For more information please contact: Pamela Ludwig at Ludwigpe@gmail.com 

 

Rome, Assisi & Medjugorje Pilgrimage On April 10-22, 2016 Dr. Theresa Burke will attend a 

Pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi and Medjugorje. She would like to invite anyone who has attended a 

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat to attend this pilgrimage with her. This includes but is not limited to 

those who are members of a Rachel’s Vineyard team. This Pilgrimage is being hosted by Totally 

Yours Pilgrimages. For more information please contact Guy Murphy, Monica-Pia, Beth, Linda, 

Jackie or Colleen at 1- 630-279-8424 or click here 

http://www.totallyyourspilgrimages.com/totally_live_upload_version_066.htm 

 

Hobart, Australia - Conference, Clinical and General Trainings 
On May 30, 2016 Dr. Theresa Burke will attend the National Conference. There will be a meet and 

greet for all Delegates.  

On May 31, 2016 Dr. Theresa Burke will hold a training for the National Conference. This is open 

to all Care agencies, hospitals, schools, School of Psychology.  

On June 1, 2016 Dr. Theresa Burke will hold a pastoral conference. This is open to the Clergy and 

Religious.  

On June 2, 2016 Dr. Theresa Burke will present an overview of Rachel's Vineyard and Greif to 

Grace. This event is open to the public.  

For more information please contact Anne at info@grieftograceaus.org.au. 

 

Peru – Team Training 

On July 2-4, 2016 Dr. Theresa Burke will be in Peru to hold a South American Rachel’s Vineyard 

Team Conference. 

For more information please contact Eugenia Hadley at Mena4481@aol.com.  

  

  
“Every day is a new beginning. 

Treat it that way. 

Stay away from what might have been, 

and look at what can be." 

~ Marsha Petrie Sue 
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Events of Interest  

 

Rachel's Vineyard Leaders Conference - Australia and New Zealand 

 

dWhen: February 17-21, 2016 
Location: Wellington, New Zealand 

Contact: Suzanne O'Rourke or Wendy Hill Email: rvnzretreats@gmail.com 

Website: www.rachelsvineyard.org.nz 

  

“Worrying does not empty tomorrow of its troubles, 

it empties today of its strength.” 

~Corrie Ten Boom 

  

  

Upcoming Rachel's Vineyard Retreats 

Santa Cruz Valley (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Shirley Poitier           408-837-0990              Shirley@realoptions.net 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 

 

San Jose/Greater South Bay (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Shirley Poitier           408-837-0990              Shirley@realoptions.net 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 

 

Miami (Español), FL 
Contact: Jackie Guillen           305-302-9436              clamordevida@aim.com 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 
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Mt. View/Santa Clara Valley (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Shirley Poitier           408-837-0990              Shirley@realoptions.net 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 

 

Lake Charles, LA 
Contact: Marjorie Long          337-439-7400 ext317              rachels.vineyard@lcdiocese.org 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 

 

Detroit Area, MI 
Contact: English Retreat         (248) 494-6363           info@detroitrachelsvineyard.org 

Contact: Spanish Retreat        (248) 296-9011           info@detroitrachelsvineyard.org 

Contact: Site Leader:              wendy_anderson@mydetroitrachelsvineyard.org 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2015 

 

Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN 
Contact: Nancy Blom             763-250-9313              rachels@rvineyardmn.org 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 

 

Grand Rapids, MI 
Contact: Maggie Walsh          616-340-1824              mwalsh@ccwestmi.org 

Contact: Toll-free (MI only)   800-800-8284 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 

 

San Bernardino, CA 
Contact: Blanca Leal-McGuthrie (Español)   909-520-3867              blancamcguthrie@gmail.com 

Contact: Mary Huber - (English)                    909-475-5353              mhuber@sbdiocese.org 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 

 

Corpus Christi, TX 
Contact: Tammy Romo-Alcala           361-510-4684              ccrachelsvineyard@gmail.com 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 

 

Monroe (Interdenominational), WA 
Contact: Barbara Olson          425-297-3225              bj.olson_44@yahoo.com 

Friday, February 05, 2016 

Sunday, February 07, 2016 

 

Katy (Interdenominational), TX 
Contact: Mary Lee Mason                  254-383-1717              rvinfo@newheartoftexas.org 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Saturday, February 13, 2016 

 

Glasgow, England 
Contact: Andrea Fraile           07816942824              andreafraile74@gmail.com 

Contact: Marene                     07505 904 656            info@rachelsvineyard.org.uk 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Sunday, February 14, 2016 
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Vienna, Austria 
Contact: Claudia Schneidenbach        (+43) 0699-1021-4241            info@rachelsweinberg.at 

Language: German 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Sunday, February 14, 2016 

 

Paterson/Morris County, NJ 
Contact: Marie Ryan   973-377-1004 ext 425             rvpaterson@gmail.com 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Sunday, February 14, 2016 

 

Fort Hood / Killeen (Interdenominational), TX 
Contact: Lovette Vassar         254-289-1595              aclassic74vette@aol.com 

Friday, February 19, 2016 

Sunday, February 21, 2016 

 

Bologna, Italy 
Contact: Italia-Nord Valeria D'Antonio      011-39-347-262-5321        valedantonio@yahoo.it 

Contact: Italia-Sud Monika e Domenico Montanaro 39.099.7724.518 info.vignadirachele@yahoo.it 

Language: Italian 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Sunday, February 28, 2016 

 

Fort Worth, TX 
Contact: Betsy Kopor             817-923-4757              forgiven@racheltx.org 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Sunday, February 28, 2016 

 

Denver, CO 
Contact: Lori Frank                303-904-7414              lorgreg@msn.com 

Contact: Edith Gutierrez        303-775-4108              edieg2@aol.com 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Sunday, February 28, 2016 

 

Baltimore, MD 
Contact: Johanna Coughlin                 410-625-8491              rvbaltimore@archbalt.org 

Contact: Deacon Frank Zeiler 410-299-9597              Fzeiler@archbalt.org 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Sunday, February 28, 2016 

 

Trenton, NJ 
Contact: Judy Warenkiewicz              732-536-6871              judywarren543@msn.com 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Sunday, February 28, 2016 

 

Janesville (Interdenominational), WI 
Contact: Cheryl Ryan             608-235-7542  

Contact: Pregnancy Helpline  608-755-9739              cheryl@pregnancy-helpline.net 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Sunday, February 28, 2016 
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Peoria, IL 
Contact: Colleen Harmon       309-264-1489              rvrpeoria@gmail.com 

Contact: Cathy Trowbridge    309-264-1489              rvrpeoria@gmail.com 

Contact: Terri LaHood           309-671-1550              tlahood@cdop.org 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Sunday, February 28, 2016 

 

Tampa, FL 
Contact: Emma Boe                813-924-4173              projectrachel@ccdosp.org 

Friday, February 26, 2016 

Sunday, February 28, 2016 

 

Santa Rosa/St. Helena, CA 
Contact: Valerie Fish              707-967-1101              rachelsvineyard@gmail.com 

Friday, March 04, 2016 

Sunday, March 06, 2016 

 

Providence, RI 
Contact: Spanish Contact: Loren Duhamel    401-742-1510 

Contact: Spanish Contact: Rosa Moreno        401-688-4687 

Contact: Carol Owens                        401-421-7833 x218     

rachelsvineyard@dioceseofprovidence.org 

Friday, March 04, 2016 

Sunday, March 06, 2016 

 

Litchfield, CT 
Contact: Marie Laffin             203-631-9030              mlaffin@prolifeministry.org 

Friday, March 04, 2016 

Sunday, March 06, 2016 

 

Madison, WI 

Contact: Mary Mead               608-221-9593              meadmt@sbcglobal.net 

Contact: Mary Mead               608-821-3177              rachel@straphael.org 

Friday, March 04, 2016 

Sunday, March 06, 2016 

 

Spokane, WA 
Contact: Julie Olson                509-994-4355              spokanerv@gmail.com 

Friday, March 04, 2016 

Sunday, March 06, 2016 

Note: Location: Immaculate Heart Retreat Center 

 

Georgetown (Interdenominational), DE 
Contact: Teresa Bolden          302-856-4344              tbolden@sussexpregnancy.com 

Friday, March 11, 2016 

Sunday, March 13, 2016 

 

Dallas, TX 
Contact: Regina Rivas                        214 544 2273              rrivas@prolifedallas.org 

Friday, March 11, 2016 

Sunday, March 13, 2016 
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Springfield, MA 
Contact: Jean Suddaby                       413-452-0661  

Contact: Suzanne DeFriesse               203-417-0504              luvthegospa@hotmail.com 

Friday, March 11, 2016 

Sunday, March 13, 2016 

 

Philadelphia Area, PA 
Contact: Geri Simboli             610-399-0890              simboli2@earthlink.net 

Contact: Priscilla O'Connor    215-906-6337              Priscilla.OConnor@Verizon.net 

Friday, March 11, 2016 

Sunday, March 13, 2016 

 

Pittsburgh (Western PA) Interdenominational, PA 
Contact: Abigayle Koller        412-977-9521              rachelsvineyard.westernpa@yahoo.com 

Friday, March 11, 2016 

Sunday, March 13, 2016 

 

Rio Grande City, TX 
Contact: Phyllis Young           956-639-4144  

Contact: Phyllis Young           956-541-2720              young.phil@sbcglobal.net 

Contact: Rosie Balderas (Spanish)     956-324-9773              Rosie.Balderas@uhsrgv.com 

Friday, March 11, 2016 

Sunday, March 13, 2016 

 

Williamsburg, VA 
Contact: Linda Riva               757-887-3144              lindajr2@yahoo.com 

Friday, March 11, 2016 

Sunday, March 13, 2016 

 

Mexico City, MX 
Contact: Maria Esther Cardoso          52-60-31-78                ayuda@irma.org.mx 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, March 18, 2016 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 

 

Hildesheim, Niedersachsen 
Contact: Anne Arthur amecarthur@yahoo.com         

Contact: Christiane Kurpik                 +49-(0)5121-133761               chrkur@web.de 

Language: German 

Friday, March 18, 2016 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 

Note: Retreat Held in 88450 Berkheim-Bonlanden 

 

New Zealand, New Zealand 
Contact: Suzanne O'Rourke   +64 21 549 528           suzanneor@gmail.com 

Contact: Wendy Hill               +64 27 254 9222         rvnzretreats@gmail.com 

Friday, March 18, 2016 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 

Note: Retreat located in Wellington, New Zealand 

 

Lancaster, KY 
Contact: Ellie Durbin              859-806-3959              elliedurbin@gmail.com 

Contact: Gwen Hall                606-874-9170              ghall@cdlex.org 

Friday, March 18, 2016 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 
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Sacramento, CA 
Contact: Paula Segno              916-733-0161              projectrachel@scd.org 

Friday, March 18, 2016 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 

 

Temecula, CA 
Contact: Dolores Dunphy       951-325-7702              RVTemecula@verizon.net 

Friday, March 18, 2016 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 

 

Temecula (Español), CA 
Contact: Ana Luisa                 951-365-1035              RVTemeculaEspanol@yahoo.com 

Friday, March 18, 2016 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 

 

Las Vegas, NV 
Contact: Kathleen Miller        702-737-1672              katm419@aol.com 

Friday, March 18, 2016 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 

 

Las Vegas (Español), NV 
Contact: Maria Vazquez         702-283-8379              shalom_m@msn.com 

Friday, March 18, 2016 

Sunday, March 20, 2016 

 

Hankinson, ND 
Contact: Ruth Ruch                701-219-3941              ruch@i29.net 

Saturday, March 19, 2016 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

 

Winnipeg (Interdenominational), MB 
Contact: Chris Mackay           204-772-1923              loss@pregnancy.ca 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

New Orleans, LA 
Contact: Melanie Baglow       504-710-6458              mkbaglow@cox.net 

Contact: Pam Richard 504-460-9360              richj504@bellsouth.net 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

Monroe (Interdenominational), WA 
Contact: Barbara Olson          425-297-3225              bj.olson_44@yahoo.com 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

Dallas (Español), TX 
Contact: Eileen Kuhlmann      972-679-4760              ekuhlmann@prolifedallas.org 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

York County, PA 
Contact: Joy Crimmins           717-788-4959              Rvpamd@gmail.com 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 
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Portland, ME 
Contact: Annette        (207) 321-7885           Annette.Rioux@portlanddiocese.org 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

Lafayette, LA 
Contact: Karol D. Meynard    337-261-5607              kmeynard@diolaf.org 

Contact: Trista M. Littell        337-261-5607              tlittell@diolaf.org 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

Oakland /East Bay, CA 
Contact: Kim Fuentes             209-465-5433              respectlife@stocktondiocese.org 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

Orange County (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Sandy White                        949-322-8575              ocrvinterdenom@gmail.com 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

Los Angeles, CA 
Contact: Christine Lowe         866-272-2435              rvla.christine@gmail.com 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

Rock Hill, SC 
Contact: Sarah – Spanish        803 627 1209 

Contact: Christy                      803-554-6088              grace4healing@gmail.com 

Contact: Kathy                       803-546-6010              kcs6010@gmail.com 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

Stockton, CA 
Contact: Kim Fuentes             209-465-5433              respectlife@stocktondiocese.org 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

Note: Retreat held in San Damiano, Danville 

 

Honolulu, HI 
Contact: Lisa Shorba              808-349-5071              RVinHawaii@gmail.com 

Contact: Sr. Geralyn Spaulding, OSB                        (808) 741-3819 

Friday, April 01, 2016 

Sunday, April 03, 2016 

 

Vancouver, BC 
Contact: Doreen Yung            604-525-0999              vancouver.rachelsvineyard@rcav.bc.ca 

Contact: Life, Marriage and Family Office    604-683-0281              olmf@rcav.org 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Mt. View/Santa Clara Valley (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Shirley Poitier           408-837-0990              Shirley@realoptions.net 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 
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Lake Geneva (Interdenominational), WI 
Contact: Women contact Donna Brendel       262-620-3608  donnajane@twentythree61.com 

Contact: Men/Espanol contact Noel Rivera   262-914-6960  noel@twentythree61.com 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Burlington, VT 
Contact: Julia Lewis, LCMHC           802-658-4118              projectrachel@vermontcatholic.org 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

Note: Location: Northern Vermont 

 

Columbus, OH 
Contact: Pegi Deeter               614-721-2100              PegiD@pdhc.org 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Providence, RI 
Contact: Spanish Contact: Loren Duhamel    401-742-1510 

Contact: Spanish Contact: Rosa Moreno        401-688-4687 

Contact: Carol Owens                        401-421-7833 x218     

rachelsvineyard@dioceseofprovidence.org 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Oklahoma City, OK 
Contact: Margo MacRobert    405-623-3844              rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Medford, OR 
Contact: Lori Eckstine            541-942-2861              ProjectAurora@aol.com 

Contact: In Spanish – Araceli 541- 621-7047 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Jacksonville/St. Augustine, FL 
Contact: Jackie Love              904-294-1884              rachelsvineyardjax@yahoo.com 

Contact: Rachel                      904-221-3232              rachelsvineyardjax@yahoo.com 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Santa Cruz Valley (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Shirley Poitier           408-837-0990              Shirley@realoptions.net 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Mesa, AZ 
Contact: Karen Ord                480-329-6795              karenord.rv@gmail.com 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 
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Phoenix (Español), AZ 
Contact: Carmen Portela         602-354-2031              cportela@diocesephoenix.org 

Contact: Josefina Mata           602-402-0867              josefinamatampm@yahoo.com 

Contact: Judith Villegas         623-205-7812              jdth_villegas@yahoo.com 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

San Jose/Greater South Bay (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Shirley Poitier           408-837-0990              Shirley@realoptions.net 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Blair/Omaha (Interdenominational), NE 
Contact: Linda Degner           402-670-5145              RachelsVineyardNE@outlook.com 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Fort Worth (Español), TX 
Contact: Macaria (Español)                817-886-4760              misericordia@racheltx.org 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Richmond, VA 
Contact: Marty Montgomery-Jennings           804 704 0429              rv4hope@gmail.com 

Contact: Maggie Carlson                                804 432 2589              rv4hope@gmail.com 

Friday, April 08, 2016 

Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

Vienna, Austria 
Contact: Claudia Schneidenbach        (+43) 0699-1021-4241            info@rachelsweinberg.at 

Language: German 

Friday, April 15, 2016 

Sunday, April 17, 2016 

 

North Battleford, SK 
Contact: Elaine Webster         306-480-8911              r.vineyardsk@sasktel.net 

Friday, April 15, 2016 

Sunday, April 17, 2016 

 

Savannah , GA 
Contact: Stephanie May         912-306-0406              stephmay@bellsouth.net 

Friday, April 15, 2016 

Sunday, April 17, 2016 

 

Lubbock, TX 
Contact: Kathy Krile              806-577-5912              lbb_rachelsvineyard@hotmail.com 

Friday, April 15, 2016 

Sunday, April 17, 2016 

 

Tampa, FL 
Contact: Emma Boe                813-924-4173              projectrachel@ccdosp.org 

Friday, April 15, 2016 

Sunday, April 17, 2016 
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Doylestown, PA 
Contact: Evelyn                      215-317-5752              evelynwalsh59@gmail.com 

Friday, April 22, 2016 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 

 

San Bernardino, CA 
Contact: Blanca Leal-McGuthrie (Español)   909-520-3867              blancamcguthrie@gmail.com 

Contact: Mary Huber - (English)                    909-475-5353              mhuber@sbdiocese.org 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, April 22, 2016 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 

 

Rapid City, SD 
Contact: Carol Kling               605-374-5639              ckling@sdplains.com 

Friday, April 22, 2016 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 

 

Kansas City, MO 
Contact: Sr. Maria Stella Whittier, CJD         +7 924 729 3992         rvkcmo@gmail.com 

Contact: Teresa O'Donnell                  1-816-679-4973                      rvkcmo@gmail.com 

Friday, April 22, 2016 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 

 

Kent, Kent 
Contact: Pam Nelson              07851331816              pamnelson566@gmail.com 

Friday, April 29, 2016 

Sunday, May 01, 2016 

 

Ottawa, ON 
Contact: Terry or Lynda Munroe        613-806-5522              rvr_ottawa@yahoo.ca 

Friday, April 29, 2016 

Sunday, May 01, 2016 

 

Petoskey, MI 
Contact: Jane O'Brien             231-675-1715              janieobrien@sbcglobal.net 

Contact: Kristyn Lent             231-838-8383              klent@charter.net 

Friday, April 29, 2016 

Sunday, May 01, 2016 

 

Omaha/Lincoln, NE 
Contact: Heather                     402-253-9936              helpingrachel@yahoo.com 

Friday, April 29, 2016 

Sunday, May 01, 2016 

 

Fort Worth, TX 
Contact: Betsy Kopor             817-923-4757              forgiven@racheltx.org 

Friday, April 29, 2016 

Sunday, May 01, 2016 

 

Katy (Interdenominational), TX 
Contact: Mary Lee Mason                  254-383-1717              rvinfo@newheartoftexas.org 

Friday, April 29, 2016 

Sunday, May 01, 2016 
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Arlington, VA 
Contact: Project Rachel          703-841-2504              projectrachel@arlingtondiocese.org 

Contact: Project Rachel          888-456-HOPE 

Friday, April 29, 2016 

Sunday, May 01, 2016 

 

Fond Du Lac (Interdenominational), WI 
Contact: Laura Denk              262-224-5617              ldenk700@gmail.com 

Friday, April 29, 2016 

Sunday, May 01, 2016 
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