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Prisoner works to ‘be the example’ 

By Jean Gonzalez of The Florida Catholic Staff 

 

Spared the death penalty, inmate seeks to serve as servant of God and in memory of his 

victims 

 

INDIANTOWN | Dressed in laundry-worn prison blues, Earl J. Hinson doesn’t stand out 

among fellow prisoners of Martin Correctional Institution. Thin and unassuming, his 

prison-issued light jacket looks a tad big on his 5-foot-7-inch frame. 

 

Yet, as he sat down at a conference table of an interview room at the prison, located off 

the beaten path in Indiantown, two things immediately stand out — Hinson’s wide, 

genuine smile and the “Magnificat” book he carries with him always. He speaks about his 

relationship with God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit freely and with open frankness. 

 

Hinson is a “lifer,” sent to prison 16 ago years for horrendous crimes. In his time behind 

bars, this 37-year-old experienced a spiritual awakening that has led to receiving spiritual 

counseling, training in different ministry services and being present for counseling his 

fellow inmates. In November, the Diocese of Palm Beach named him Respect Life Person 

of the Year for his work in completing certification as a Rachel’s Vineyard facilitator, and 

helping facilitate more than a dozen retreats for inmates suffering from a post-abortion 

experience. 

 

“Working in the midst of great darkness, our recipient has been a beacon of hope and a 

light of Christ,” said Don Kazimir, director of respect life for Catholic Charities of the 

Diocese of Palm Beach. “He has truly been a missionary to the many lost souls in the 

prison. He is known as the ‘go-to guy’ if you want to learn about God.” 

 

Hinson is a changed man from the 22-year-old sentenced to life in prison for first-degree 

murder, attempted murder and armed robbery. But he cannot completely separate himself 

from the man who committed those crimes that left one man dead of a single gunshot 

wound to the back of the head, and another man critically wounded with 11 gunshot 

wounds. Another victim, a 16-year-old girl, escaped death because the gun put to the back 

of her head did not fire when the trigger was pulled. 

 

“At my sentencing hearing, the mother of one of my victims … made the comment that I 

was a monster and looking at the facts of the case I can’t disagree with that,” Hinson 

recalled. “I really owe it to my victims and not just the ones of my crimes, but also my 

family and their families and friends and loved ones to kill that monster. …  
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Society would want people like me locked up for the rest of my life because there is a 

genuine fear that I could go do something like that again. I have to make that an 

impossibility.” 

 

Despite being the man who committed those crimes in 2000, Hinson has tried to live a life 

of conversion, and that path lies in a calling he believed he always had but never pursued 

or acknowledged — a calling to be a priest. While he is not eligible for the priesthood 

because he is a felon, Hinson said he could still live a life dictated by the tenets of 

vocation. 

 

“What I try to do is live out my baptism as priest and prophet. I am offering my life as a 

sacrifice,” said the graduate of Tampa Catholic High School. “By living a priestly 

vocation as a sacrifice — to just say, ‘Lord I offer myself to you; use me up’ — is about 

the only option I have that can slay the monster who brought me to prison.” 

 

HOW DID HE GET HERE? 

 

Hinson lays the blame at his own feet when it comes to his crimes. Yet, he does speak 

about his downward spiral that lead to the events of May 12-13, 2000. 

 

From all accounts, he had a bright future. In a 2001 article by the St. Petersburg Times, his 

cross-country coach from Tampa Catholic recalled how surprised he was that Hinson was 

involved in a violent crime. When he heard about the events, he thought Hinson was the 

victim not the perpetrator. 

 

But Hinson said his inability to deal with situations happening in his life, especially his 

relationship with his father and his parents’ divorce, led him to make one bad decision 

after another. He had no foundation of faith or a relationship with God to “fall back on,” 

and instead relied on bad decisions coupled with destructive behavior and violence. 

 

“There was a series of lies I was telling myself, of who I was. What I needed to be or how 

I should I act. And I chose all the wrong influences during that timeframe to be my 

foundation and support those lies,” he said, admitting that the crimes were a “test run.” 

 

“The one I really wanted to kill was my father. I just didn’t know if it was possible. If I 

could do it.” 

 

He was arrested a day after the crimes — Mother’s Day. He was at his mother’s house 

spending an evening with her and his grandmother. Then the SWAT team showed up. 

 

“As they arrested me, they were holding my mother at gunpoint. And it was very real to 

me how innocent people were being hurt by the choices I was making,” Hinson said, 

meaning not only the three victims of his crimes and their families, but people he would 

have classified as unrelated to the event because they weren’t there. “It really hit home 

when I saw my mother held at gunpoint. I am not an island. My decisions hurt innocent 

people.” 

 

Locked up in county jail, Hinson had the first of many soul-searching experiences, asking 

the question, “How did I get here?” He was lying on the floor of the crowded jail cell and 

thought “physically and morally speaking it couldn’t get very worse.” But then he 

envisioned an abyss, and realized he could sink even lower by continuing on the same 

path, becoming an even more violent criminal in prison and causing more suffering. 

 

But that wasn’t what Hinson wanted. 

 

 



He did repent at that moment — sorry for his actions and the hurt they caused. He knew 

God could do better with his life than Hinson had done with his life for those first 22 

years. 

 

“To this day there’s been a great awareness for the loss I have caused, for the pain I have 

caused. Each day there is a greater contrition, a growing contrition,” he said, adding he 

won’t allow himself to forget about his victims. “I can’t pick up that eraser and say, ‘I 

wish it didn’t happen.’ I hurt them. 

 

They’re always going to remember. How dare I forget if they aren’t going to. How dare I 

forget them when they have the curse of remembering me at my worst.” 

 

TRANSFORMING MOMENTS 

 

Hinson said he has changed but will not release himself from the debt he owes his victims. 

In many ways, it is that spiritual debt that guided his conversion and leads him to serve 

others in prison. 

 

He started studying his faith, Scripture, the works of the doctors of the Church and the 

saints, and it led him to transformation. The saints became a family to him, whose counsel 

he relied on. 

 

He recalled a transforming moment when he was in the Hillsborough County Jail awaiting 

sentencing. He was reading the Gospels and he prayed to God about how does living the 

Gospel look in the 21st century. 

 

“I asked, ‘Lord, send me somebody that I could emulate behind these walls, that I could 

see how this looks,’” Hinson said. “And I had this sense from the Holy Spirit of, ‘Be the 

example.’ And I would think, well, yes, that’s what I’m looking for, an example. But the 

Holy Spirit was consistent: ‘Be the example.’ 

 

“That’s been a push to me when I feel burnout or frustration or lazy, I have to be an 

example here,” Hinson continued. “I can’t ask people to be Christian and not be an 

example of a Christian myself.” 

 

As Hinson speaks about being an example to others, he mentions prison ministers he has 

met who inspire him. He said his mother is also a great example of the faith. Although she 

suffered pain and sorrow for her son’s sins, she has not abandoned him and continues to 

travel an almost three-hour trip to visit him in prison every weekend, when possible. 

 

One of the greatest examples of faith that Hinson ever witnessed came from a member of 

his victim’s family — the grandmother of Eduardo Natal, who Hinson killed. During the 

trial, prosecutors approached Natal’s family to tell them they wished to seek the death 

penalty in Hinson’s case. But Natal’s grandmother, the family matriarch, said the family 

was Catholic and didn’t believe in capital punishment. As a result, Hinson received life in 

prison without parole instead of death. 

 

“It was a very tangible expression of faith on her part and it really rocked my world,” 

Hinson said. “In a sense of desperation, I was getting back into my faith and then she does 

that, and all the sudden all that matters is living my life like that.” 

 

PRISON MINISTRY 

 

To broaden his faith life, Hinson has sought services offered through Catholic prison 

ministry. Martin Correctional, where Hinson has been for nine years, is located within the 

Diocese of Palm Beach, where Deacon Don Battiston serves as a Catholic chaplain. 



Some eight years ago, Tom Lawlor, the now retired diocesan director of prison ministry, 

approached a volunteer, Donna Gardner, about bringing Rachel’s Vineyard, a post-

abortion healing ministry, within the prison. Gardner, who now works in private practice 

but until September 2016 worked as diocesan director of Rachel’s Vineyard for 16 years, 

said the experiment to bring the ministry behind bars proved to be fruitful, as many 

prisoners had experiences with abortion and sought healing. 

 

One of those men was Hinson. When he was 18, and just out of high school, he got a call 

from a girl he had dated. She was pregnant and she was going to get an abortion. At the 

time, Hinson breathed a sigh of relief, did nothing to stop it and hung up the phone. 

 

He didn’t think about it again until he was in prayer and incarcerated. The experience was 

not as cut and dried as he thought. Hinson felt a sense of powerlessness and believed his 

inability to care about the girlfriend, his unborn child and the act of abortion became part 

of the central lie that caused him to lash out and become violent. 

 

When the opportunity to participate in Rachel’s Vineyard surfaced, Hinson was eager to 

participate in the retreat experience tailored for the prison setting into 10-week sessions. 

But so were other inmates. Hinson would have to wait until the third round of classes to 

participate. 

 

“It was more than I could have expected. Through the program I was able to have an 

encounter with my daughter and who she is. It floored me,” he said. 

 

Gardner described Hinson as a “super personable” guy who truly had a relationship with 

the Lord and the Blessed Mother. She also recognized his strong leadership skills, and it 

sparked her to ask Lawlor about the possibility of developing a Rachel’s Vineyard 

leadership “inside team” — retreat leaders who are prisoners themselves. 

 

“The thought was the inmates could continue to minister to their brothers as they go 

through Rachel’s Vineyard,” Gardner said. “(Hinson) went through the same rigorous 

training that all go through on the outside. … It is a yearlong process and he did great. He 

has been an incredible minister in the prison and is helping build a beautiful culture of life 

behind the walls.” 

 

Lawlor agreed Hinson is an asset to Rachel’s Vineyard and to many prison ministry 

programs because he lives an “absolutely legitimate” faith life. “He truly brings the light 

of Christ into a dark environment,” Lawlor said, adding Hinson is a perfect example of 

why the death penalty is not necessary and should not be used. “It is during his 

incarceration that he brought his life back to Christ. The way he is living his life, he is a 

living example of the faith 24 hours a day, seven days a week, in a place no one else can 

reach. That wouldn’t be possible if he was given the death penalty.” 

 

Hinson described his experience with Rachel’s Vineyard as a “vocation inside a vocation.” 

It is not the only ministry he has served. Just before participating in Rachel’s Vineyard, he 

was teaching a creative writing class to inmates to help give voice to their thoughts and 

possibly have a project to work on when they leave prison. He has served as an orderly for 

the prison chaplain, in which he assists with day-to-day activities. He previously 

facilitated the prison’s DIRECT program — which stands for Direct Involvement Reduces 

the Effects of Criminal Thinking — a behavior modification program that analyzes the 

motivations for thinking patterns based on the 40 years of study of criminals performed by 

psychologists Stanley Samenow and Samuel Yochelson. 

 

And when the Welcome Home Initiative for prisoners who are also veterans exhibiting 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder was established in the prison, Hinson was asked to help 

facilitate and live in an dorm setting with veterans in the program.  



As such, he is able to be available for counseling 24/7. 

 

INTRINSIC VALUE 

 

According to the Florida Department of Corrections, Hinson is one of 1,339 inmates living 

at Martin Correctional Institution. Of that population, Hinson is part of the roughly 27 

percent who are lifers. 

 

Ministry to the incarcerated is not an easy calling and it can have a negative connotation. 

It means ministering to criminals, some of whom are serving their second or third term, 

some of whom will not see outside the walls for decades and some, like Hinson, who will 

never again see the outside of prison walls. Labels such as lost souls and limited futures 

might pigeonhole the ministry and those served. 

 

That might be another reason why Hinson’s calling is even more satisfying and crucial. He 

said it is easy to relate to the prisoners because they are him. 

 

“I know I am a living, breathing human being and I know I have an intrinsic value, 

because that is what I feel in myself. Since I know that truth, the first thing I try to do is to 

treat them by telling them that truth — that they are somebody worth knowing, that they 

are a living, breathing human beings,” Hinson said. “The most critical thing to help them 

grow in this environment where they have the chance to heal themselves and maybe come 

to contrition for their crimes and sins is that Jesus is a living, breathing person … reaching 

out for us, to have a personal relationship with us.” 

 

Hinson references St. Thomas Aquinas as he describes a philosophy of prayer in which he 

said it is possible that his life and the lives of his fellow lifers could be compared to that of 

cloistered monks. 

 

“Like monks who have cloistered themselves, we have the opportunity to lift the world up 

in prayer. We have the opportunity to lift our victims, our families, our pains, justices and 

injustices,” he said. “Some men are spiritually inclined and take to that rather quickly. 

Other men, it takes time to develop. The good news is that they are a captive audience. 

You really cling to Jesus or you cling to the dark, depression of this environment.” 

 

Praying for his victims is a critical part of Hinson’s life because the way the incarceration 

system operates, he is not able to contact them, even if it is in an act of contrition. He 

would welcome them contacting him, even if it would be to lash out at him because that 

might help them heal. 

 

But he knows their healing is out of his hands. He is “betting the whole house” on the 

“miraculous reality that Jesus heals,” even if his victims never forgive him. 

 

“I think about that night and morning regularly, and I make it part of my prayer life. I walk 

through those memories with Jesus, and I ask Jesus to touch them with healing, to help 

them,” he said. “I can still choose to grow closer to Jesus so that his grace can take care of 

them. As long as I continue to convert to the Lord and offer them up in prayer, nothing is 

impossible with him.” 

 

Article originally posted at: https://thefloridacatholic.org/2017/12/18/prisoner-works-to-

be-the-example 
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"Whether we like it or not,  

God intends to give us what we need, 

not what we now think we want." 

~ C.S. Lewis 

 

Beautiful Words from a Recent Retreatant...  
This retreat has led me on a journey that I didn't expect.  It provided a space and time in 

which I was personally able to experience the Gospel message.  Encouraged by the love 

and support of an excellent team of retreat leaders I was able to move through the past 

events of my life in a healthy and safe way.  I was able to do down deep and reach back in 

my own history and address my choices. My pain and the challenging circumstances of 

my life that influenced those choices.  I was then able to reach a beautiful turning point in 

which I could fully bring my entire self..my history,  my mistakes , my anxiety, my loss 

and my hope to the Lord...to Calvary. Like the amazing Father that He is, He redeemed 

me, healed my heart, filled me with His peace and set me free!  I can feel the effects of His 

grace as I live each new day in my resurrected life with Him.  I said yes to His invitation 

and He reached inside of me and worked a true miracle.  Finally...I can FEEL again! 

 
"I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." 

~ Philippians 4:13 

 

Women seek forgiveness, relief from abortion pain 

By Paul O’Rourke 

 

The latest qualitative study shows many women felt pressured into abortion, and have 

suffered a range of negative effects including anxiety, shame, guilt, depression, self 

destructive behaviours and suicide ideation. 

 

The study of almost 1000 US women shows only 13% of respondents had ever sought 

professional counselling before they became pregnant, compared with 67.5% of women 

who sought help after their abortions. 

 

The survey, Women Who Suffered Emotionally from Abortion: A Qualitative Synthesis of 

their Experiences, has been published in the latest edition of the Journal of American 

Physicians and Surgeons. 

 

Respondents, ranging in age from 20-72, had contacted pregnancy crisis centres associated 

with Christian-based organisation, CareNet. 

 

Women were asked to name, if any, the most positive and negative aspects of their 

decision to have an abortion. 

 

More than 73% of women said their decision to abort was in response to pressure, 

even  subtle, from others. 

 

Almost 60% of the respondents said they had the abortion to make others happy. 

 

 

http://post.spmailtechnolo.com/f/a/IRS09KhrfEwOGLttT0bDbw~~/AAAq9QA~/RgRcWdEXP0QSaHR0cDovL2pwYW5kcy5vcmcvVwNzcGNYBAAAAABCCgAAl514WlB1_tZSHjJhc3Npc3RhbnRAcmFjaGVsc3ZpbmV5YXJkLm9yZw~~


The report’s authors said many women “… described the abortion experience as a pivotal 

moment in their lives, impacting their self image, their personality, and their connectivity 

to others”. 

 

“Specific commonly experienced negatives included living with having ended a life, 

regret, shame, guilt, depression, anxiety, negative self-appraisals, and self- destructive 

behaviors. At the extreme, 49 women voiced a lack of desire to continue living based on 

the reality of their choice and the heartache that ensued. 

“The vast majority of women did not cite only one or two negative outcomes, but instead 

described a complex constellation of adverse consequences, often centred on the life lost.” 

 

Many women wrote about pressure from others and feeling as if they had no choice at the 

time; yet the majority seemed to assume responsibility for their decision as opposed to 

blaming others. 

 

“Coming to terms with the irreversibility of an abortion decision and integrating the 

choice into one’s understanding of self were viewed as necessary by a significant 

proportion of the respondents in order to continue their lives in a positive direction. For 

most of these women, peace and relief from a host of negative effects only arrived once 

they felt they had received divine forgiveness.” 

 

Specific comments from respondents included: 

 

“Every woman knows in her heart that abortion is wrong. Even though I was young and 

scared, there was a feeling of ‘working against’ myself. Through my twenties I would 

think about it but pushed it aside. It was only when I married and started my family that I 

began to really struggle with my abortion decision. When my first son was born I realised 

what I had done so many years ago. The love I have for my children was/is more powerful 

than any emotion I’ve ever experienced. The thought of anyone hurting them has an 

enormous effect on me as a mother. The knowledge that I ended the life of my child is 

difficult to manage emotionally. I have struggled over the years with being extremely hard 

on myself and emotionally beating up on myself. On the outside I don’t think anyone 

would see that. I look like I have it ‘together’. However, it is a battle that I have to be very 

intentional about. Regret is a crippling state of mind.’’ 

 

And from another woman: 

 

“(I had) two attempted suicides resulting from the abortion clinic staff dismissing my 

request for help for post-abortive regret. Prior to the abortion, clinic staff said I could 

stop by the office anytime for free counselling after the abortion. I showed up a week later 

for a follow up and to see a counsellor for abortion regret but my feelings of regret and 

depression were dismissed and I was told I would eventually get over it. I did not even see 

a doctor during the follow up. I was just asked if I had felt sick or feverish after the 

abortion. Nobody took vital signs and the counsellor I was supposed to see did not work 

Saturdays. When I scheduled the appointment I was told a counsellor was on staff all the 

time to help women. It was a lie.” 

 

The authors point out that the results cannot be used to draw more widespread general 

conclusions as the women self-selected by contacting the agencies seeking help for post-

abortion issues. 

 

Respondents described the “positives” of the abortion experiences as seeking forgiveness 

and healing, renewed faith, support for pro-life work, including sharing their experiences 

with other women considering abortion. 

 

 



Lead author Professor Priscilla Coleman published a meta-analysis of abortion studies 

between 1995 and 2009 in the British Journal of Psychiatry (2011). The meta-

analysis involved 877,181 participants, including 163,831 of whom had had an abortion. 

 

The study found women who had an abortion had an 81% increased risk of mental health 

problems, and that 10% of mental health issues in women could be attributed to abortion. 

 

Increased risks for other specific issues ranged from 59% for suicide ideation to 313% for 

drug misuse. 

 
Originally posted at https://emilysvoice.com/women-seek-forgiveness-relief-abortion-pain/ 

 
"We are all sinners. 

But God heals us with an abundance of 

grace, mercy and tenderness." 

~ Pope Francis 

 

 
 

The year of our Leadership Conference is upon us!! Registrations have continued rolling 

in, and the countdown has begun!! 

 

It will be 7 years since the last International Leadership Conference held in the USA and 

there is so much to be discussed. It is now more important than ever to bring everyone 

together for four days of education, fellowship and prayer. This is also a great way for 

those who are looking to learn more about Rachel’s Vineyard and post-abortion healing to 

network with volunteers and leaders from around the world. This conference promises to 

be wonderful, engaging, and filled with joy and laughter. 

 

We look forward to seeing old friends, making new ones, and learning and growing 

together in the Vineyard! 

 

*If you are interested in registering for our conference, please email 

assistant@rachelsvineyard.org 
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"If you can't fly then run, 

if you can't run then walk, 

if you can't walk then crawl, 

but whatever you do 

you have to keep moving." 

~ Martin Luther King 

 

Message from the Pastoral Director 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

With the launch of Janet Morana's new book, Shockwaves: Abortion's Wider Circle of 

Victims, more and more people are realizing how far and wide are the wounds of abortion 

and the need for healing. Janet looks closely at the suffering of not only the mom and dad 

of the aborted baby, but the grandparents, siblings, friends, abortionists, and pro-life 

advocates. 

 

On the occasion of the Walk for Life West Coast, I gave a copy of the book to the 

Archbishop of San Francisco, and we talked about what a big pastoral need it is to 

recognize these multifaceted wounds and continue to develop paths for healing. 

 

And that, of course, is where Rachel's Vineyard comes in. At times, other relatives, 

beyond Mom and Dad, will come to the retreats to grieve and aborted child. On my own 

first Rachel's Vineyard retreat, I grieved the aborted child of a good friend of mine. 

 

Let's continue to grow in the understanding of the Shockwaves, spread that message, and 

continue to strengthen the ability of Rachel's Vineyard to reach and minister to abortion's 

wider circle of victims. You can order a copy of Janet's book at 

www.ShockwavesTheBook.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Fr. Frank Pavone 

Pastoral Director, Rachel's Vineyard Ministries 

National Director, Priests for Life 

 

 
"Honesty and transparency make you vulnerable. 

Be honest and transparent anyway." 

~ Mother Teresa 

 

A Valentine’s Day Appeal 
As Valentine’s Day approaches consider those who find it difficult to love either 

themselves or someone else due the pain they have experienced after abortion. You can 

help someone experience Christ’s healing love this Valentine's Day by giving to Rachel's 

Vineyard. 

 

http://www.shockwavesthebook.com/


Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries is a non-profit organization. We are able to minister to those 

hurting after abortion through your contributions and prayers. 

 

Here’s how to make a donation: 

Online: www.RachelsVineyard.org/donate 

By Phone: 610-354-0555 

By Mail: P.O. Box 140130 Staten Island, NY 10314 

 

 

 

 

Rachel's Vineyard in Social Media 

 

 
Click the links below to visit Rachel’s Vineyard social networking sites. Join today and 

send to your friends and family! 

 

Facebook Fan Page: www.facebook.com/rachelsvineyard 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/rachelsvineyard 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/RVHealing 

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/rachelsvineyard 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/rvhealing 

http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/donate
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"Pray, hope, and don't worry. 

Worry is useless. 

God is merciful and 

will hear your prayer." 

~ St. Pio of Petrelcina 

 

United in Prayer 

Please pray for the repose of Bernadette Goulding’s brother’s soul. Bernadette has played 

an incredible crucial role in the growth of Rachel’s Vineyard overseas. We pray for 

Bernadette and her family during this most difficult time. 

 

Please pray for the repose of Terri Kessler’s soul. Terri and her family have been a 

cherished part of the Priests for Life family for many years. We pray for Chrissy, Patty 

and Joe, that they may find peace and comfort in the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Grief to Grace Retreats 

Healing the Wounds of Abuse 

Reclaiming the Gift of Human Dignity 

www.GrieftoGrace.org 

Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN 
Contact: diane@grieftograce.org 

Call: 612-440-7247 

October 21-26, 2018 

March 17-22, 2019 

http://post.spmailtechnolo.com/f/a/E-dW1I9ZxHGXXBGfKoxTeQ~~/AAAq9QA~/RgRcWdEXP0QcaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ncmllZnRvZ3JhY2Uub3JnL1cDc3BjWAQAAAAAQgoAAJedeFpQdf7WUh4yYXNzaXN0YW50QHJhY2hlbHN2aW5leWFyZC5vcmc~
mailto:diane@grieftograce.org


 

Phoenix, AZ 
Contact: Aryn Sylvester 

Email: phoenix@grieftograce.org 

Call: 480-215-6762 

March 4-9, 2018 

June 13-17, 2018 (Retreat held in Spanish) 

July 22-27, 2018 

 

Newark, NJ 
Contact: info@grieftograce.org 

Call: 610-203-2002 

 

Beaverton, OR 
Contact: grieftograceoregon@gmail.com 

Call: 541-357-7501 

 

Houston, TX 
Call: 866-763-6557 

Email: G2GTexas@grieftograce.org 

 

Aston, PA 
Call: 610-203-2002 

Email: info@grieftograce.org 

February 18-23, 2018 

 

London, UK, England 
Contact: 020-7937-4297 

            07849-029-442 

            07770-373-758 

Email: G2Guk@yahoo.com 

 

El Salvador 
Contact: anajhill@hotmail.com 

Call: Ana Julia Hill - 503 77297721 

Call: Nueava Alianza – 503 22987000 

 

Tasmania, Australia 
Contact: info@grieftograce.org.au 

Call: +61-407704539 

April 8-13, 2018 

 

Kelowna, Canada 
Call: 250-878-7603 

Email: G2GKelowna@gmail.com 

April 19-22, 2018 

 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Contact: Fr. Matías Jurado  

Call: +54 11 5220 3619 

Email: padrematias@gmail.com 
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Upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard Training Events 

On March 17-18, 2018, Theresa and Kevin Burke will hold a Clinical, Clergy, and 

Rachel’s Vineyard Team Training in Tucson, Arizona. 

For more information contact: Gail Phelps at rachelsvineyardtucson@cox.net. 

 

On April 28th, 2018 - Dr Theresa Burke will be the Keynote Speaker at the Second 

Annual We Remember Memorial Hike & Conference in Lake Geneva, WI. 

For more information please go to: http://twentythree61.com/reaching-out/fundraising-

event 

 

 
"Tell me and I forget. 

Teach me and I remember. 

Involve me and I learn." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

Upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats 

 

Tucson, AZ 
Contact: Gail Phelps   520-743-6777              rachelsvineyardtucson@cox.net 

Friday, February 2, 2018 

Sunday, February 4, 2018 

 

Zapopan Jalisco (Cerca de Guadalajara), Mexico 
Contact: Sandra Lillingston    31251676        lillingstons@yahoo.com 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, February 9, 2018 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 

 

 

 

mailto:rachelsvineyardtucson@cox.net
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http://post.spmailtechnolo.com/f/a/GjqHk3E2gpkZV4TgHz8-iw~~/AAAq9QA~/RgRcWdEXP0Q4aHR0cDovL3R3ZW50eXRocmVlNjEuY29tL3JlYWNoaW5nLW91dC9mdW5kcmFpc2luZy1ldmVudHNXA3NwY1gEAAAAAEIKAACXnXhaUHX-1lIeMmFzc2lzdGFudEByYWNoZWxzdmluZXlhcmQub3Jn
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Atlanta, GA 
Contact: Jody Duffy   404-717-5557  pathjody@gmail.com 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Columbus, OH 
Contact: Pegi Deeter               614-721-2100  PegiD@pdhc.org 

Contact: Carolyn Klair            614-721-2100  CarolynK@pdhc.org 

Denomination: Interdenominational 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Eugene, OR 
Contact: Lori Eckstine            541-942-2861              ProjectAurora@aol.com 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

Note: Retreat will be held in Portland, OR 

 

Lansing, MI  
Contact: Della Seeley             989-828-6002              ds56881@gmail.com 

Contact: Toll Free Hotline      517-993-0291 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Medford, OR 
Contact: Lori Eckstine            541-942-2861              ProjectAurora@aol.com 

Contact: In Spanish – Araceli 541- 621-7047 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Portland, OR 
Contact: Project Rachel          800-249-8074  ProjectRachel@CatholicCharitiesOregon.org 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Sacramento, CA 
Contact: Paula Segno              916-733-0161              projectrachel@scd.org 

Friday, February 16, 2018      

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

San Jose/Greater South Bay (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Anne Marie Chrisoulis         408-229-9836 Ext. 

14             anne.marie@realoptions.net 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Santa Clara & Alameda Counties (Interdenom), CA 
Contact: Anne Marie Chrisoulis         408-229-9836 Ext. 

14             anne.marie@realoptions.net 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 
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Santa Cruz Valley (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Anne Marie Chrisoulis         408-229-9836 Ext. 

14             anne.marie@realoptions.net 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Tijuana, Mexico 
Contact: Carolina Bueno Martinez     664-804-4409  carolina7cbm@yahoo.com 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Trenton, NJ 
Contact: Judy Warenkiewicz  732-536-6871  judywarren543@msn.com 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Vienna, Austria 
Contact: Claudia Schneidenbach        (+43) 0699-1021-

4241            info@rachelsweinberg.at 

Language: German 

Friday, February 16, 2018 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 

 

Cypress/Katy (Interdenom), TX 
Contact: Mary Lee Mason      866-763-6557  rvinfo@newheartoftexas.org 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 

Saturday, February 24, 2018 

 

Bogota, Colombia 
Contact: Marta Elena Soto     315 8111118   

Language: Spanish 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 

Denver, CO  
Contact: Lori Frank                303-904-7414  lorgreg@msn.com 

Contact: Edith Gutierrez        303-775-4108  edieg2@aol.com 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 

Grand Rapids, MI 
Contact: Maggie Walsh          616-340-1824              mwalsh@ccwestmi.org 

Contact: Toll-free (MI only)   800-800-8284 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 

Note: Retreat held in Kalamazoo. 

 

Jacksonville/St.Augustine, FL 
Contact:                                  904-221-3232              Rachelsvineyardjax@yahoo.com 

Contact: Mary Huston                        904-885-9959  mtliai@bellsouth.net 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 
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Janesville (Interdenominational), WI 
Contact: Cheryl Ryan             608-235-7542              

Contact: Pregnancy Helpline  608-755-9739              cheryl@pregnancy-helpline.net 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 

Las Vegas, NV 
Contact: Kathleen Miller        702-737-1672              katm419@aol.com 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 

Las Vegas (Español), NV 
Contact: Maria Vazquez         702-283-8379              shalom_m@msn.com 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 

Los Angeles, CA 
Contact: Christine Lowe         866-272-2435              RVLA.christine@gmail.com 

Contact: Christine Lowe         626-286-2313 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 

Santiago, Dominican Republic 
Contact: Desireé Ochoa          (809)865-7973            uttakon@gmail.com 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 

Agnes/Fort Worth/Glen Rose/Weatherford , TX 
Contact: Betsy Kopor             817-923-4757              forgiven@racheltx.org 

Friday, March 2, 2018 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 

Note: Retreat will be held in Glen Rose, TX 

 

Bogota Central, Colombia 
Contact: Myriam Fernandez               300-444-1016              

Language: Spanish 

Friday, March 2, 2018 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 

 

Medellin, Colombia 
Contact: Margarita Agudelo   316-657-8585  entretusmanos33@gmail.com 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, March 2, 2018 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 

 

Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN 
Contact: Nancy Blom             763-250-9313              rachels@rvineyardmn.org 

Friday, March 2, 2018 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 

 

Pittsburgh, PA 
Contact: Toni Jester    412-352-5348              toniafj1@comcast.net 

Friday, March 2, 2018 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 
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Rio Grande City, TX 
Contact: Phyllis Young           956-541-2720              young.phillyanne@gmail.com 

Contact: Phyllis Young           956-639-4144  

Contact: Rosie Balderas (Spanish)     956-324-9773  rmendiola@gmail.com 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, March 2, 2018 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 

 

Tulsa, OK 
Contact: Mary Lee      918-508-7142              marylee@cctulsa.org 

Contact: Martha – Spanish     918-508-7134  mstanton@cceok.org 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, March 2, 2018 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 

 

Allentown, PA 
Contact: Sr. Meg Cole, SSJ    866-372-2435              mcole@allentowndiocese.org 

Language: English/Spanish 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 

Asheville, NC 
Contact: Jackie Childers         980 241-0251  jackie.childers1@gmail.com 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 

Cedar Rapids, IA 
Contact: Haley Brimmer         319-364-8967  haley@bridgehavencr.org 

Denomination: Interdenominational 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 

Georgetown (Interdenominational), DE 
Contact: Teresa Bolden          302-856-4344              tbolden@sussexpregnancy.com 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 

Indianapolis, IN 
Contact: Bernadette Roy        317-452-0054  

Contact: Maria Hernandez (Spanish)  317-946-3813 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 

Litchfield, CT 
Contact: Marie Laffin             203-631-9030              mlaffin@prolifeministry.org 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 

Mesa, AZ 
Contact: Karen Ord    480-329-6795              karenord.rv@gmail.com 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 
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Philadelphia Area, PA 
Contact: Priscilla O'Connor    215-906-6337              PriscillaOConnor2@gmail.com 

Contact: Lauren          215-720-5828              lklovesnyc@gmail.com 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

Note: Retreat held in the Malvern/Frazer area 

 

Phoenix (Español), AZ 
Contact: Carmen Portela         602-354-2031              cportela@diocesephoenix.org 

Contact: Josefina Mata           602-402-0867              josefinamatampm@yahoo.com 

Contact: Judith Villegas         623-205-7812              jdth_villegas@yahoo.com 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 

Richmond, VA 
Contact: Marty Montgomery-Jennings           804 704 0429              rv4hope@gmail.com 

Contact: Maggie Carlson                                804 432 2589              rv4hope@gmail.com 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 

Rock Hill, SC 
Contact: Sarah – Spanish        803 627 1209  

Contact: Christy                      803-554-6088  grace4healing@gmail.com 

Contact: Kathy                       803-546-6010  kcs6010@gmail.com 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

 

San Bernardino, CA 
Contact: Blanca Leal-McGuthrie (Español)   909-520-3867  blancamcguthrie@gmail.com 

Contact: Mary Huber - (English)                    909-475-5353  mhuber@sbdiocese.org 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

Note: Retreat held in Duarte, CA 

 

Seattle/Western Washington, WA 
Contact: Valerie Jacobs          800-822-HOPE           valeriepr@aol.com 

Contact: (Español)                  206-450-7814              valeriepr@aol.com 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

Note: Retreat will be held in Seabeck, WA 

 

Springfield, MA 
Contact: Jean Suddaby           413-452-0661  

Contact: Suzanne DeFriesse   203-417-0504  luvthegospa@hotmail.com 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 
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Banská Bystrica, Slovakia 
Contact: Mgr. Daniela 

Obsajsnikova              421908904596            d.obsajsnikova@gmail.com 

Contact: ThLic.Marek Iskra                            421907365781            marek@rodinabb.sk 

Language: Slovakian 

Friday, March 16, 2018 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

Note: Retreat held in west Slovakia around Trenčín. 

 

Catedral, Juticalpa, Olancho 
Contact: Martha Sáenz           98156490 

Contact: Carmen De Valladarez         94966748 

Language: Spanish 

Friday, March 16, 2018 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

 

Lancaster, KY 
Contact: Gwen Hall    606-874-9170              ghall@cdlex.org 

Friday, March 16, 2018 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

 

Peoria, IL 
Contact: Colleen Harmon       309-264-1489              rvrpeoria@gmail.com 

Contact: Cathy Trowbridge    309-264-1489              rvrpeoria@gmail.com 

Friday, March 16, 2018 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

 

Temecula, CA 
Contact: Dolores Dunphy       951-325-7702              RVTemecula@verizon.net 

Friday, March 16, 2018 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

 

Upstate / Greenville, SC 
Contact: Christy          803-554-6088              grace4healing@gmail.com 

Contact: Kathy           803-546-6010              kcs6010@gmail.com 

Friday, March 16, 2018 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

 

Upstate / Greenville, SC 
Contact: Christy          803-554-6088              grace4healing@gmail.com 

Contact: Kathy           803-546-6010              kcs6010@gmail.com 

Friday, March 16, 2018 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

 

Fresno, CA 
Contact: Jennifer Butcher       877-629-6626              butcher_jennifer@yahoo.com 

Contact: Paula and Edward Davalos – Español         888-686-8537  paula.d@fbcares.org 

Friday, March 23, 2018 

Sunday, March 25, 2018 
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Lake Geneva (Interdenominational), WI 
Contact: Women contact Donna Brendel       262-620-

3608  donnajane@twentythree61.com 

Contact: Men/Espanol contact Noel Rivera   262-914-6960  noel@twentythree61.com 

Friday, March 23, 2018 

Sunday, March 25, 2018 

Note: Retreat held at Lake Geneva Youth Camp in Lake Geneva, WI. 
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