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One hundred and twenty two years ago Abraham Lincoln
spoke at Gettysburg to honor the thousands who had fallen
there in battle. They gave their lives, he said, in a war
testing whether a nation pledged to the principles of the
Declaration of Independence could long endure. Their
sacrifice, he said, had already hallowed the burial ground.
But it was up to the living to make sure that the dead had
not died in vain.

It is altogether fitting that we should recall Lincoln's
words here. For just as the terrible toll of Gettysburg can
be traced to a tragic decision of a divided Supreme Court,
so also can the deaths we mourn.

Almost thirteen years ago, the Roe and Doe decisions
made void all our laws protecting the lives of infants
developing in their mothers' wombs. Once again a whole
category of human beings had been ruled outside the
protection of the law by a court ruling which clashed with
our deepest moral convictions.

Like you, I am convinced that these decisions cannot
long endure. For this nation was founded by people who
shared a vision of the sacredness of human life.
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Three years ago the grisly discovery that finally led to
today's rites of reverence and atonement shocked many into
a new awareness of the grim reality of abortion.

I am confident that your memorial service will touch
many others as you proclaim the inviolable dignity of human
life at every state of its development; as you remind us that
the unalienable right to life comes to each of us from our
Creator, and that to protect innocent life is the first duty of
the state.

Let not our grief drown our hope. For if that should
happen these little ones we mourn will have died in vain.
Rather from these innocent dead let us take increased
devotion to the cause of restoring to all the unborn the full
protection they deserve.

May God bless you, and may He speed the day when
the right to life of every human being -- no matter how
weak, no matter how small, no matter how defenseless -- is
honored and protected by our laws and our public policy.
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