
 

 
Assisting God’s People to Proclaim, Celebrate, and Serve the Gospel of Life. 

August 31, 2014 

His Holiness Pope Francis 

Vatican City State 

 

Your Holiness, 

It is with joy and encouragement that we, the leaders of national pro-life 

organizations in the United States, have received the news of the various 

initiatives of the Catholic Church this year and next year in favor of the 

family.  

The Extraordinary Synod of Bishops, to meet later this year, will address 

the Pastoral Challenges of the Family in the Context of Evangelization. 

We, as pro-life leaders who advocate for the youngest members of the 

family -- the children still in the womb -- and work with the moms, dads, 

and other family members both to avoid abortion and to heal the wounds 

they suffer after abortion, see firsthand the pastoral challenges in regard to 

this critical issue. We have noted that the preparatory document 

(Instrumentum Laboris) of the Synod contains a major section on 

"openness to life," and we appreciate the work that has already been done 

by bishops' conferences and other organizations worldwide to give input 

and observations about how to build a culture of life. 

We have also noted that the General Assembly of the World Synod of 

Bishops, to take place in October of 2015, will have an inspiring theme, 

namely, Jesus Christ Reveals the Mystery and Vocation of the Family. 

This promises to be a very fruitful avenue of reflection, meditation, study, 

and commitment on the part of so many people who strive to impact our 

culture today with the truth that the family is not a temporary, superficial, 

or man-made phenomenon, but rather, truly, a sign of God's presence that 

flows from his very heart, and that, as Scripture tells us, his gifts and his 

call are irrevocable (cf. Rom. 11:29). Foundational to those gifts are life 

and family. 

Priests for Life is a recognized Catholic 

association and a 501(c)(3) corporation whose 

mission is to end abortion and euthanasia. With 

a full-time staff of over 60 people, it is a family 

of ministries, encompassing Deacons for Life, 

Seminarians for Life, Rachel’s Vineyard, the 

Silent No More Awareness Campaign, Gospel 

of Life Ministries, and more. 
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w w w . p r i e s t s f o r l i f e . o r g  
“The Spirit God has given us is no cowardly spirit.” (2 Tim. 1:7) 

 



 

It is also a particularly exciting development that the World Meeting of Families, for the first 

time, will occur here in our own country in September of 2015. The theme of this gathering in 

Philadelphia, namely, Love is our Mission: The Family Fully Alive, is of particular interest to us 

as pro-life leaders. No family can be fully alive, of course, if the youngest children are devalued 

and killed by abortion. Moreover, as we strive to bear witness every day, the saving of lives is a 

mission inspired by and carried out by the power of love. 

As men and women who strategize and labor each day to bring an end to abortion in America, 

we represent people of a wide variety of Christian denominations. We also realize that the effort 

to build a culture of life involves articulating truths and defending values that reach far beyond 

specific denominational boundaries. We build here on the very foundations of humanity and of 

civilization. 

We therefore want to express our gratitude for these initiatives and our promise of prayers, 

particularly this September 28, which has been designated as a Day of Prayer for the upcoming 

Synod. Moreover, it would be our joy and honor to participate, as representatives of the pro-life 

movement in the USA, in the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia. We know that this is 

an event which is meant to embrace and involve the entire Body of Christ, and indeed all people 

of good will, and in that spirit we look forward to hearing how we can be of assistance, not only 

in the event itself, but in the work of education and service that will precede and follow it. 

With sentiments of esteem, we are 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Father Frank Pavone                                                                                                             

National Director, Priests for Life 

Coordinator, Pro-Life Leadership Coalition 

President, National Pro-life Religious Council 

The following national pro-life leaders in the United States have also signed onto this letter: 

Astrid Bennett                             

President                                      

Hispanics for Life 

David Bereit                          

National Director                            

40 Days for Life 

Bethany & Ryan Bomberger               

Founders                                           

The Radiance Foundation 

Joseph A Brinck                 

President                               

Sanctity of Life Foundation 

Judie Brown                        

President                                    

American Life League 

Kevin Burke, LSW                                             

Pastoral Associate, Priests for 

Life                                            

Co-Founder, Rachel’s Vineyard 



 

Theresa Burke, Ph.D.            

Pastoral Associate, Priests for 

Life                                           

Founder and Executive Director,              

Rachel's Vineyard                                

Samuel B. Casey                     

Managing Director & General 

Counsel                                       

Law of Life Project 

Larry Cirignano                

Faithful Catholics 

Denise F. Cocciolone                   

President                                   

National Life Center, Inc. 

Dana Cody                          

President and Executive Director   

Life Legal Defense Foundation 

Cheryl Conrad                              

Co-Founder/Director of 

Operations Survivors of the 

Abortion Holocaust 

Carol N Crossed                                     

Board Member                  

Consistent Life 

Katie D’Annunzio                          

Director of Operations          

Rachel’s Vineyard 

Marjorie Dannenfelser          

President                                   

Susan B. Anthony List 

Mary Davenport, M.D.                       

AAPLOG 

(American Association of Pro-

life Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists) 

Kristen Day                        

Executive Director             

Democrats For Life of America 

Royce Dunn                                

President                                          

Please Let Me Live                      

Director                                        

Life Chain 

Steven Ertelt                            

Editor                                     

LifeNews.com 

Brian Fisher                                 

Co-Founder and President            

Online for Life 

Day Gardner                       

President                              

National Black Pro-Life Union 

Kristina Garza                                

Director of Campus Outreach    

Survivors of the Abortion 

Holocaust 

Rev. Terry Gensemer            

Director                           

Charismatic Episcopal Church 

for Life 

Brian Gibson                      

Executive Director                      

Pro-Life Action Ministries 

Tom Glessner                                          

Founder and President         

National Institute of Family and 

Life Advocates 

Arina O. Grossu                              

Director, Center for Human 

Dignity Family Research Council 

Rev. James R. Harden, M.Div 

President, CompassCare 

Pregnancy Services Chief 

Operations                                 

Officer, Commission for 

Reproductive Health Service 

Standards 

Dr. Ashley Harrell                           

Director                                       

Black People Against Abortion 

Margaret H. Hartshorn, Ph.D. 

President                             

Heartbeat International 

Kristan Hawkins                    

President                                

Students for Life 



 

Walter B. Hoye II                  

Founder and CEO                  

Issues4Life Foundation 

Fr. Stephen Imbarrato                        

Founder and Director          

Project Defending Life                  

Pastoral Consultant, Priests for 

Life 

Fr. Benjamin Johnson                                                   

US Bureau Chief                     

Life Site News 

Bryan Kemper                  

Pastoral Associate Director of 

Youth Outreach  Priests for Life            

Founder and President         

Stand True Ministries 

Rebecca Kiessling                      

President, Save The 1           

Founder and Board Member 

Hope After Rape Conception 

Dr. Alveda C. King          

Pastoral Associate Director of 

African American Outreach  

Priests for Life 

Steve Koob                           

Director                                       

One More Soul 

Dr Angela Lanfranchi       

Researcher on the                

abortion-breast cancer link 

Fr. Anthony Mastroeni           

Pastoral Consultant                       

Priests for Life 

Bradley Mattes                  

President                          

International Right to Life 

Federation 

Jeanneane Maxon                                  

VP of External Affairs and 

Corporate Counsel                                 

Americans United For Life 

Patricia McEwen, PhD               

Director                                       

Life Coalition International 

Maria McFadden Maffucci             

Editor                                             

Human Life Review 

Monica Migliorino Miller, Ph.D. 

Citizens for a Pro-Life Society 

Janet Morana                    

Executive Director, Priests for 

Life                                            

Co-Founder, Silent No More 

Awareness Campaign 

Steve Mosher                        

President                        

Population Research Institute 

Troy Newman                             

President                                

Operation Rescue 

James Nolan, Esq.                 

President                                   

Crossroads Pro-Life 

Allan E. Parker, Jr.                    

President                                        

The Justice Foundation 

Stephen Phelan                          

Director of Mission 

Communications                     

Human Life International 

Patrick J. Reilly                            

President                                        

The Cardinal Newman Society 

Shari Richard                    

Founder                                  

Sound Wave Images,Inc. 

Austin Ruse                        

President                                        

Catholic Family and Human 

Rights Institute 

Fr. Victor Salomón                                                            

Director of Hispanic Outreach             

Priests for Life 



 

Eric Scheidler                            

Executive Director                            

Pro-Life Action League 

Fr. Paul CB Schenck, MA, EdD 

Chairman, The National Pro-Life 

Center on Capitol Hill; 

 Director Office of Respect Life 

Activities; Director, Office of 

Continuing Formation for Priests 

and Deacons The Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg 

Rev. Rob Schenck                       

President                              

National Clergy Council 

Marie Smith                                   

Founder and Director               

Parliamentary Network for 

Critical Issues (PNCI)                               

Jill Stanek                       

JillStanek.com 

Rivers Teske                               

Founder & President 

Hidden Choices, Inc. 

 

Jo Tolck                                 

Executive Director                   

Human Life Alliance 

Dorothy Wallis                                                                          

President and CEO                      

Caring to Love Ministries 

Terry Weaver                          

USA National Director  

Birthright Inc. 

Jeff White                                     

Founder/ Executive Director 

Survivors of the Abortion 

Holocaust 

Fr. Denis G. Wilde, O.S.A. 

Associate Director                           

Priests for Life 

J. C. Willke, MD               

President                                        

Life Issues Institute 

Rev. Joe Young                           

Vice President                                

Heroic Media 

Dan Zeidler                             

President                                       

Family Life Council, Inc. 

Coordinator                                

Toda América con Cristo 

 

   

 

Cc: His Excellency, Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, President, Pontifical Council for the Family 

      His Excellency, Archbishop Charles Chaput, OFM Cap., Archbishop of Philadelphia 
 


