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The Chosen actor who found an “answer to my prayer”

) -,
Frank with Liche Ariza at the Priests for Life headquarters

By Leslie Palma

Visiting family in the Dominican Republic for
Christmas in 2022, the actor Liche Ariza was both
heartbroken and outraged when he learned Priests for
Life National Director Fr. Frank Pavone had been
removed from the priesthood.

“Tears did trickle down my cheeks when 1 heard the
news of Fr. Franks” defrocking, but also, | felt
righteous anger,” Ariza said of Pope Francis. “I
said to my mother “How can he [the Pope] elevate
Father Jim Martin and then defrock Father Frank?””

Ariza - who plays the role of Gedera in the hit
series The Chosen - had not yet met Fr. Frank but
the priest’s influence on the devoutly Catholic Ariza
was already profound. The story starts back in Santo
Domingo, where Ariza was born.

“I always prayed and read the Word every day, since

in pro-life leader Frank Pavone

I was very young, and I had as my spiritual guide a
priest named Fr. Victor Hernandez, a Jesuit priest,”
Ariza said. “I had known him my whole life and he was
someone | could have any discussion with.” When Fr.
Victor died around 2005, Ariza felt adrift.

Back in New York City, Ariza was working on the
development of a play called “The Last Days of Judas
Iscariot,” and none other than Fr. James Martin was
brought in as a spiritual consultant.

“I was impressed by his credentials as an author and
theologian, so | reached out to him.”

But as he got to know the famous Jesuit, Ariza
realized that with Martin’s liberal view of the world
and the Catholic Church, “this is not the kind of
guide I want in

my spiritual life.
Everyone was giving
him accolades but
the message he was
giving doesn’t
marry with the
teachings of the
Catholic faith.”

Liche Ariza will be the special guest
speaker at the 31st annual National
Prayer Service - 8:30 t0 10:30 a.m.
onFriday, Jan. 23, at Constitution
Hallin D.C. Admission is free and
large groups are welcome. A Catholic
Mass will beginat 7:30 a.m. The

theme will be “In Celebration

of America’s 250th Birthday.
Celebrating the Right to Life as
recognized in our Declaration of
Independence.” For information, go
to NationalPrayerService.com

At the same time,
Ariza’s parish,

St. Francis Xavier
in Manhattan, had
erected a Black
Lives Matter banner
at the entrance and placed next to the altar giant
photos of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, whose
deaths in 2020 sparked protests and riots across the
country.

“That’s when | started looking online for a Mass to

Continued on pg 2 1
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The Chosen actor who found an “answer to my prayer” in pro-life leader Pavone — Continued from pg 1

attend, and 1 found one,” he recalled. “Fr. Frank Pavone celebrated an online Mass every day at 10 a.m. | knew
right away this was the kind of priest | wanted and since then, 1 haven’t stepped away. He came into my life at
a time when I felt orphaned. He was an answer to my prayer.”

Ariza was then beginning to look for acting jobs in the more conservative entertainment sphere and was aware
that The Chosen, about the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth, was dominating the airwaves and impacting
people’s lives.

“I prayed to God to get me work on that show because if He did, that would make my road clear in the future.”

In January 2023, Ariza attended the National Prayer Service hosted annually by Priests for Life in Washington,
D.C., on the morning of the March for Life. He met Fr. Frank there for the first time in person.

Later, at the march, he met the actor Jonathan Roumie, who plays Jesus in The Chosen.

“l was in the Mall watching the main event, but then, as | walked up to try and reach the front of the March as
it was starting, | got blocked in by barricades set for the exit of the speakers. Then 1 surveilled its length,
looking for an exit, when down the way came Jonathan. We looked at each other, and in passing shared a peace
sign and a “Hey Brother.” So, | looked up, said a prayer of thankfulness, and that’s when I knew | was going to
work on that show. God always hears and feels your prayers, but He answers in his perfect time, not ours.”

He auditioned a month later and got the part of Gedera, a member of the Sadducees, an aristocratic Jewish sect
active during the time of Jesus that controlled the Sanhedrin, the high court. Gedera is a fictional character
who is second in command behind Caiaphas, an historical figure who accused Jesus of blasphemy.

Gedera appears first in season four and will be in the show through its finale in season seven.

“If you look at 1t from an outsider’s point of view,” he said, “you can see the hand of God working in all of
this.”

Now a resident of West Palm Beach, Florida, Ariza stopped in at Priests for Life headquarters in Titusville in
May, thrilling staffers who have been watching the show. Fr. Frank was on the road that day, but Ariza came back
a few months later and taped an interview with him. He also graciously posed for numerous selfies with staff.

When Fr. Frank asked him if he would like to speak at the 2026 National Prayer Service, Ariza was happy to
accept.

Back when he first discovered Fr. Frank’s online Mass, Ariza said, “Little by little, day by day, I realized
what the work of Priests for Life was and what Fr. Frank was doing. And 1 knew this was the guy I want to talk
to, this is the guy | want to collaborate with. Since then, | haven’t stopped.”

FREE ACTIVATION

= UNBORN

Have mass offered for
aloved one or for you Use this QR Code
and your intentions. to Donate
MasslIntentionRequest.com

PATRIOTMOBILE.COM/UNBORN
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Well-known Priests and Religious Praise Priests for Life

“While | was working for the Holy See at the
United Nations, it was Priests for Life that
helped us. We turned to Priests for Life, so
thank you very much Frank and Priests for
Life. Holy See is in great debt to Priests for
Life.” (October 2025)

- Monsignor Roger Landry,
National Director,
Pontifical Mission Societies USA

“I'm close friends with Priests for Life. | love
them, they are doing so much, and thank God
for them. Theyve inspired me to be even more
pro life and pro eternal life. So | ask you to join
me in prayer for them and get involved with
their ministry.” (September 2025)

- Sister Dede Byrne, POSC

“I've been affiliated with Priests for Life and |
very much encourage people to continue with
their pro-life work, and the beautiful work
you do for the movement and saving lives and
trying to end abortion.” (August 2025)

— Father Giacomo Capoverdi,
Diocese of Providence, RI

“I've been full-on in the pro-life ministry all
my priesthood, but it really revved up when
I was put in contact with Priests for Life and
the inspiration of Father Frank Pavone and
everything that they're doing.”

(September 2025)

— Father Rick Heilman,
US Grace Force

“I'encourage you all to support the ministry of
Father Frank Pavone and the Priests for Life.
Because the genesis of our life begins right
there [in the womb].” (October 2025)

— Father Andre Mahanna,
Mission of Hope and Mercy

“Please remember Priests for Life. The battle
we're in is a diabolical one. . . This is really the
battleground. Life and death. We ask you to
be on the side of life.” (October 2025)

— Father Charles Murr

“Father Frank is a pioneer in leading us

in the pro-life movement. As a pro-life
priest myself, | have found so many golden
nuggets in his words, so much inspiration in
his company. He more than ever, and now
needed more than ever, is bringing us to the
protection of human life.” (2021)

— Very Rev. Chris Alar, MIC,
Provincial Superior

“There really is no greater cause, because
if we're not defending babies, what are

we doing? ... So, | cannot encourage you
enough to find out about Priests for Life, to
get involved, support them by your prayers,
financially, and pray for Father Pavone.”
(20217)

— Father Donald Calloway, MIC

“I encourage you, please, in your generosity,
help Priests for Life. .. Here we're talking
about saving possibly millions of innocent
unborn children... | have no doubt that this is
awork of God.” (2008)

— Father Benedict Groeschel, CFR

“Priests for Life seeks to save lives from abortion and to “I'm proud to be a member of Priests

heal the wounds of abortion. In doing so, it is advancing a for Life!” (Spring 2025)
key priority of our day — a priority for both the Church and
the state — and therefore deserves the support of as many — FrDave Leon,

people as possible.” (2021) Diocese of San Diego

— Bishop Joseph Coffey,
Military Archdiocese
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An Update from Rachel’s Vineyard

From the end of September into the beginning of October, Dr. Theresa Burke (founder of Rachel’s Vineyard and
Pastoral Associate of Priests for Life) traveled to Arizona to give two trainings. The first was presented
to all Rachel’s Vineyard teams in Arizona, followed the next day by a training for a Grief to Grace team. In
addition, Dr. Burke helped facilitate a Grief to Grace retreat, implementing the newest program updates.

The Autumn issue of Vine & Branches was released on October 2nd. Currently, the office is working on our End-of-
Year Report.

As of September, there have been more than 245 Rachel’s Vineyard retreats held in 2025. In the United States,
we currently have 108 retreat sites across 40 states. Internationally, there are 108 sites in 53 countries, as
well as two U.S. territories.

Sixty retreats were planned for October, 29 for November, and 8 for December, for a total of 97 retreats
in the fourth quarter. Based on reports received at headquarters, the anticipated year-to-date total is
approximately 340 retreats.

During the week of November 9th Dr. Burke and the Malvern, PA Grief to Grace team facilitated their Fall
retreat.

Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Pro-life Movement

by Pro-Life Leader Frank Pavone

December is a month full of feast days in the Catholic Church, with Christmas - the Nativity of Our Lord -
being the most widely celebrated.

But Dec. 8, Dec. 9 and Dec. 12 also mark important feast days. On Dec. 8 we celebrate the Immaculate
Conception of Mary - that is, Mary being conceived without the original sin that stains the rest of humanity.
Qur baptism cleanses us of this sin.

If you are involved in the pro-life movement for any length of time, you will encounter the image of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, whose feast day is Dec. 12. There are many connections between this particular image of Our Lady
and the pro-life cause.

On Dec. 12, 1531, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to an Indian in Mexico named Juan Diego and requested that
a shrine be built and dedicated to her on the Hill of Tepeyac. Juan Diego reported this event to his bishop
but was disappointed the bishop didn’t seem to believe him. Juan returned to the place of the apparition,
where Our Lady again appeared. She told him to return the next morning when she would give him a sign that
would convince the bishop of the truth of her appearance.

The following morning Our Lady told Juan to go to the top of the hill and gather Castilian roses in a place
where he knew only cactus grew. But he went, and his faith was rewarded by the sight of beautiful roses. Our
Lady arranged them for him inside his tilma - a type of poncho. Juan returned to the bishop and when he opened
his tilma, the roses fell out and all who were present were startled to see an image of Our Lady on the tilma.

Today this image is still preserved on Juan Diego’s tilma, which hangs over the main altar in the basilica at
the foot of Tepeyac Hill just outside of Mexico City. In the image, Our Lady is pregnant, carrying the Son

of God in her womb. Her head is bowed in homage, indicating that she is not a goddess, but rather the one who
bears and at the same time worships the one true God.

When asked who the lady was, Juan replied “she who crush the stone serpent.” His answer recalls Genesis 3:15
and the depictions of Mary as the Immaculate Conception, her heel on the serpent’s head. The devil exalts
himself above God and above God’s law (see lIsaiah 14:12-15), whereas Mary submits to God (see Luke 1:38). Some
promote abortion as a “choice.” Self-will is exalted. We reject abortion because we, like Mary, submit all

Continued on pg 5
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our choices to God. That spirit of obedience crushes evil and sin. Our Lady’s image reminds us to live in that
obedience each day.

Some nine million Aztecs were converted to Christ by the power of the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. At that
time, the Aztec peoples were practicing human sacrifice. As a result of the image’s presence among the people,
their hearts were converted to the true God and the practice of human sacrifice was abolished. Our Lady turned
the Aztecs from a worldview of despair to one of hope, from a conviction that the gods were against them to a
conviction that God was so much for them that He became one of them.

America is still practicing human sacrifice, as more than a million babies are killed by abortion each year.
That’s why the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the faithfulness of now-St. Juan Diego (whose feast day is
Dec. 9) is as important for changing hearts and minds today as it was nearly 500 years ago.

Advent: A Summons to Hope .
by Pro-Life Leader Frank Pavone Elections 2026
Bells play an important part in our lives. They summon us, Keep informed at

they awaken us, they remind us, they delight us and sometimes ProLifeVote.com
they alarm us.

The start of Advent and the approach of Christmas bring
“Christmas bells” to mind, and they bring to mind a key
purpose of the season: To summon us to hope.

Are you
The prophecies of the coming of the Savior are all about s .
hope. God’s scattered people will be gathered together again, Intere.StEd In
the barren land will bear fruit, the lion and the lamb will buylng d
lie down together, and God and sinners will be reconciled. He p|ot of land
will fill His people with His Spirit, so that they will learn .
S : ! in Texas?

fidelity to His covenant in a new and lasting way.

The Advent color is purple because that is the color of .
the sky as it transitions from the dark of night to the Contact us for details at
brightness of a new day. The coming of Christ heralds a new : . :

age for humanity: one of salvation, and indeed of adoption by Mall@PrlestsForLlfe.org
God as our Father.

Abortion is not only a sin against life; it is a sin against
hope. Think of what so many scared, pregnant moms say: “I
can’t bring a child into this world.” That is not the voice
of “freedom of choice;” it is the voice of despair, born of
feeling one has no freedom and no choice.

It is up to us to make the bells of Christmas peel “more loud
and deep” by reaching these moms with concrete help, and by
moving our society toward a Culture of Life. We are inspired
to work for this, knowing that “the wrong shall fail, the
right prevail.” Because hope itself has become Incarnate in a
Divine Child.

This story is from Christmas for the Unborn, now available as
a digital download.

. - .‘ .-F‘_*_: .'.- " & _. l". 1 *..'
Visit Prolifeproducts.org/christmasfortheunbornflipbook to Janet Norana holding our Pro-Life lystery Pack
order. featured product. See page - 7
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In September, Janet Morana
attended a meeting of pro-life
leaders at the Museum of the
Bible in Washington, D.C., to
discuss marketing and strategy.

Frank Pavone attends monthly
meetings of America 250
Civics Education Coalition in
Washington, D.C.

Frank Pavone spoke at the
second of three Liberty Pastors
Training Camps held in Florida
this October.

On October 23, Priests for Life
National Director Frank Pavone
spoke at the ribbon cutting
ceremony for a mobile pregnancy
unit launched by Care Net of
Treasure Coast, FL. The mobile
unit is named “Zoe,” a biblical
Greek word for “Life.”

PrayerIntentions.org and ProLifePrayers.com

Leave us your prayer intentions as often as you like at PrayerlIntentions.org and we will
remember you in our prayers and Masses! Visit ProLifePrayers.com for prayers and resources.

December 4-12: Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena (PrayerCampaign.org/Guadalupe)

December 1-December 24: Advent Prayer for Life (PrayerCampaign.org/Advent)

December intention: That the celebration of the birth of Christ might remind us of the
joy that rightly accompanies every birth.
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Featured Products Special Pro-Life
Mystery Pack

Amazing
$30 value
for only $20!

¥ T

CHOOSING |T.
LIVING IT

Anthony DeStefano

-

(A) (B) © (D) (E)

(A) Inthe Company of His Saints: This prayer booklet in a series by Frank Pavone contains prayers in honor of various saints, ancient and
modern, whose example inspires us to protect the unborn.

(B) All Hallows' Eve: Bestselling author Anthony DeStefano takes young readers on a lighthearted but spine-tingling journey that unveils the
true spiritual meaning of Halloween.

(C) Adoption-Choosing It, Living It, Loving It: Dr. Ray Guarendi knows about adoption and shares his wisdom and encouragement in this book.
November is National Adoption Month.

(D) My Heart Beats Just Like Yours T-shirt: Black crew neck t-shirt. Next level apparel. High quality. Pre-shrunk with an image of an 8 week embryo.

(E) Special Pro-Life Mystery Pack containing several materials handpicked by our team to provide you with extra tools for spreading the pro-life
message to the public. It's an amazing $30 value for only $20!

Be sure to check out the clearance section on ProLifeProducts.org for more great deals including pro-life tshirts.

ProLifeProducts.org or use this order form and mail in the enclosed envelope
to: Priests for Life « PO Box 236695 < Cocoa, FL 32923

C e e e e e e e e e i
: Name: :
| Address: [
n - I
: City: State: Zip: I
| Phone: Email: :
. I
: 1 Send ___ Inthe Company of His Saints (#4587) at 1 for $3.50; $3.25 each for 12+; I
I $3 each for 25+; $2.75 each for 50+; $2.50 each for 75+ or $2.25 each for 100+. Total $ I
| Also available in digital format at www.ProLifeProducts.org. :
| O Send___AllHallows’ Eve (#4744)at $17 each. Total $ |
I [J Send ___ Adoption- Choosing It, Living It, Loving It (#3920) at $5. Total $ I
I L1 Send __ MyHeart Beats Just Like Yours T-shirt '
! SM; M; L XL __ XXL(#3937)at $15. Total $ :
I 1 Send _ Pro-Life Mystery Pack (#4765) at $20. Total $ I
I
: We would appreciate an extra donation to cover shipping and handling. I
| |
I L1 Additional Donation $ Total Donation $ I
I I I'made my check payable to: Priests for Life. I
: [ Please charge my contribution to my credit card: :
I [ VISA O MASTERCARD [1 AMERICAN EXPRESS [1 DISCOVER |
| |
I Card #: Expr____/____ I
| |
I Signature: 609452 :
I
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Priests for Life is not funded by Church entities, but by ordinary people like
you! Please help us save lives by donating at our secure site,

www . ProLifeDonation.org

or sending a check made out to “Priests for Life” to:
Priests for Life, PO Box 236695, Cocoa, FL 32923.

You can also sign up to be a monthly donor, which helps us plan future
events more effectively! See the options on our website, or call 321-500-1000
for assistance!

And you can remember us in your will and other forms of planned giving.
Find out more about joining our Priests for Life Legacy Family at
www.PriestsForLifeLegacy.com or call (321) 500-1000.

Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Pro-Life Social Media

Connect with us on social media so we can exchange encouragement and
information. At

ProLifeSocialMedia.com

you will find a multitude of platforms that Priests for Life manages. Follow us,
friend us, and like and comment on our posts. This engagement from you is the main
thing that grows our audience! Among our largest platforms are the following:

. X: @FrFrankPavone Truth Social @FrFrankPavone
X: @JanetMorana n Instagram.com/FrFrankPavone
H GETTR.com/user/FrFrankPavone Instagram.com/JanetMorana

(£) Rumble.com/user/FrFrankPavone € Soundcloud.com/Priests-For-Life

3 Youtube.com/FrFrankPavone o' Tiktok.com/@FrFrankPavone
0 Facebook.com/FatherFrankPavone

Facebook.com/SilentNoMoreJanet

Priests for Life

PO Box 236695

Cocoa, FL 32923

321-500-1000

Toll Free: 888-735-3448 _
E-mail: mail@priestsforlife.org
www . EndAbortion.US




