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Name the Children
By Fr. Frank Pavone

We have become dehumanized by a culture that permits abortion. When culture and law fail 
to consider the unborn as persons, not only are those children dehumanized, but so are 
those who kill them, and so are the rest of us.

We all need repentance and healing. We need to be re-humanized. (If you have had an 
abortion or lost a family member to abortion, you can find healing ministries at our 
special website www.AbortionForgiveness.com.)

Building a culture of life includes changing the way we all think, speak and act toward 
the children who are living in the womb, and those who died before birth. Together, we 
must learn to treat them as persons.

And something we all know is that every person has a name.

One of the very first things people do when meeting one another for the first time is that 
they let each other know their names. It would be strange indeed for someone to say, when 
we ask their name, “I don’t have one.”

Mourning the children who have been killed by abortion, remembering them, burying them 
(when we have their remains), and giving them a name, is part of the process of re-
humanizing them, our society, and ourselves.

The first people, of course, who are entrusted with naming their children are the parents. 
In my role as Pastoral Director of both Rachel’s Vineyard and of the Silent No More 
Awareness Campaign, my team and I assist such parents who mourn the children they lost 
through abortion. Part of that grieving process is to name the children.

On the day of the 
March for Life, 
the Silent No 
More Campaign, a 
joint project of 
Priests for Life 
and Anglicans for 
Life, gathered 
at the steps of 
the Supreme Court 
and proceeded 
to have a three-
hour series of 
testimonies by 
those wounded by 
abortion.

Snapshot from the 2020 March for Life
continued on pg 2
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It is at that part of the healing process that, after they have thought about the 
death of their child, they begin to focus on the child’s life, and reclaim a spiritual 
relationship with that child, whom they have entrusted to the Lord.

Rachel’s Vineyard and many other ministries for healing after abortion carry out 
this important work each day. And when the parents are not interested in such a 
process, sometimes other family members step forward to grieve and name the children: 
grandparents, siblings, and other relatives of these babies.

Over 61 million children in the United States alone have been killed by abortion since 
1973, and that number does not by any means count them all. Countless hundreds of 
millions of others have been killed by abortion throughout the world.

And for the most part, these children will never be given names by their family members. 
They have been completely abandoned. And we have all been made less in the process.

That’s why we all can and should be part of the process of re-humanizing these children, 
and ourselves. And this project gives us a chance to do that by giving the children a 
name.

God has entrusted us all to the care of one another; we are one human family. In the 
sight of God, there is no such thing as a stranger – we are all brothers and sisters.
Psalm 27:10 says, “Though father and mother forsake me, the Lord will receive me.”
Many fathers and mothers have forsaken their aborted children. But the Lord receives 
them.

We also know Biblically, as Saint Paul tells us, that we are the Body of Christ, and 
individually members of it (see 1 Cor. 12:27). If, therefore, “the Lord” receives those 
children, our brothers and sisters, who have been aborted, then he receives them also 
through us, as His Body alive and active in the world, spreading his nurturing love, 
compassion, and kindness.

St. John Paul II pointed out in “The Gospel of Life,” “The God of the Covenant has 
entrusted the life of every individual to his or her fellow human beings, brothers and 
sisters” (The Gospel of Life, n. 76). 

As parents who grieve and name their aborted children reclaim a sense of their own 
motherhood or fatherhood, so we who grieve and name the hundreds of millions of forgotten 
children reclaim a sense of our brotherhood and sisterhood with them.

And therefore, in the name of the Lord, we can care for our brothers and sisters who have 
been abandoned by abortion, just as we care for our brothers and sisters whose parents 
abandon them at other stages of life.

That care includes acknowledging their personhood by giving them the name their parents 
failed to give them.

This project gives you a chance, therefore, to name an aborted child, among the countless 
children who will otherwise never be given a name. See www.NameTheChildren.org.

You can name the child in any way you wish. The name might be a boy’s name, a girl’s 
name, or a name that can apply either way. You may want to give just a first name, or a 
first, middle, or last name. You may even want to give the child your own last name, as a 
sign of “adopting” him or her spiritually. It is totally up to you.

Likewise, you may remain anonymous in this process, or may let us know who you are.

Also, you may request a certificate, on which we will place the name of the child. We will 
fill it out and send it to you. That can then serve as a reminder, to you and others in 
your home, of this special act of love and remembrance that you have carried out for a 
forgotten, abandoned child.

As this project gets underway, there will be special efforts that are geographically 
based; for instance, in various cities, there are gravesites where hundreds and in some 
cases thousands of aborted children are buried. It would seem appropriate for the people 
of that community to name the children buried there.

Along with bestowing a name at www.NameTheChildren.org, please also join me in a special 
prayer for all these aborted babies that you will find on that page.

In her role as co-founder 
of Silent No More, Janet 
Morana speaks at the 
national Planned Parenthood 
protest that Priests for 
Life organized in DC the day 
before the March for Life.

More Snapshots from 2020 March for Life

Bishop Joseph Coffey 
(l.) of the Archdiocese 

for the Military 
came to the Planned 
Parenthood protest 

organized by Priests 
for Life the day before 
the March for Life, and 
is seen here with Fr. 
Denis Wilde, OSA, our 
associate director.

Fr. Frank Pavone was named 
Co-Chair of “Pro-life Voices 
for Trump;” Alveda King and 

Janet Morana are on that 
Advisory Board as well.

W W W . N A M E T H E C H I L D R E N . O R G
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Fr. Frank delivers 
a keynote address 
about the elections 
during the Rally of 
the Walk for Life 
West Coast 2020

Fr. Frank Addresses 2020 Walk for Life about Voting

Remarks of Fr. Frank Pavone,
National Director, Priests for Life
Keynote Speaker at Walk for Life West Coast
January 25, 2020 – Civic Center Plaza, San Francisco

I have been coming to this walk from just about the beginning, and will continue coming 
with you each year until the end, and the end will be victory!

I bring greetings from Janet Morana, Executive Director of Priests for Life and co-
founder of Silent No More. You see her on EWTN. I bring greetings from our other full-
time Priests for Life ministry leaders - Bryan Kemper of our Youth Outreach, here today; 
Marie Smith, wife of Congressman Chris Smith; Dr. Theresa and Kevin Burke, founders of 
Rachel’s Vineyard; Fr. Denis Wilde and Evangelist Alveda King, along with the other 45 
full-time members of our team!

We are here today to raise our voices about abortion! And today I want to focus on 
bringing it into politics. It’s an election year, and if God’s people vote pro-life, then 
one year from today, we could see Planned Parenthood completely de-funded. We can see 
the Supreme Court more solidly pro-life than it is now. We can see babies in the womb 
fully protected from dismemberment abortion and from other painful late-term abortion 
procedures.

ONE YEAR FROM TODAY.

But that is only if we elect public servants who can tell the difference between serving 
the public and killing the public, and those who can’t DO NOT BELONG IN PUBLIC OFFICE!
In 2020, the momentum is on our side, and never has the political divide been wider. We 
have the most pro-life President in American history. And we have the most extreme pro-
abortion political opponents in our history.

Jeremiah 18 says we are like the clay in the potter’s hand, but that he, the potter, 
will take his cue from us as to how he will shape us. If we do good, he will relent in 
punishing. If we persist in evil, he will relent in blessing. In other words, we get the 
public officials we deserve.

And there’s nothing more basic to the virtue they need to have than realizing that you 
NEVER kill a baby. If a politician can’t respect the life of a little baby, how can he 
or she respect yours?

NOTHING is more basic than this; that is why the US bishops and the Pope recently 
reaffirmed that among all the issues that are important, abortion is pre-eminent. First 
of all, nothing takes more life. Second, no victims are more defenseless. And third, no 
right is more fundamental than life. Take away a baby’s life, and you’ve taken away her 
education, health care, voting rights, and right to immigrate. 

The debate in this election cannot be about personalities, or whether we like somebody, 
or what we think about their private virtues or vices. It is not about what we personally 
like. It is about the COMMON GOOD. It is not about private virtue, it is about PUBLIC 
VIRTUE.

What virtue, or vice, will they write into the law and into the courts? Where will their 
actions today lead our country tomorrow; how will their decisions now will impact our 
children, our grandchildren, and theirs?

Look at the Supreme Court. There are five conservative judges and four left-wing 
extremists. The two oldest on the Court are of the leftist wing. Justice Breyer is 81; 
and in a few weeks, Justice Ginsburg turns 87. With a pro-life President and Senate 
to replace them, we could have, in a very short time, a Supreme Court with a pro-life 
majority of 7 to 2!

But without a successful 2020 election, it is absolutely impossible.
The President and Senate have placed 185 federal judges, and counting, on the other 
courts, who will serve lifetime terms!

Don’t let anyone tell you we have not made progress. Your pro-life votes in the past 
have paid off. Billions of dollars have been diverted from the abortion industry. Freedom 
of conscience has more protection than ever; much of the research using aborted babies 
has been stopped; Congress has been urged to end late-term abortion, and we have an 
Administration that, along with saying Merry Christmas, says clearly that ripping babies 
from the womb is not OK.

More progress is needed, but it’s not because those we elected aren’t doing their jobs. 
It’s because we need more of them. Remember that because of how the U.S. Senate works, 
we need not just a majority of pro-life votes, but 60. We would have defunded Planned 
Parenthood already, and passed numerous other pro-life laws, if we had about seven more 
reliable pro-life votes. 

Pro-life progress in the law happens when we have a pro-life President, a pro-life House, 
and 60 pro-life votes in the Senate. It’s as simple as that.

We started the job in 2016; let’s finish it in 2020.

If pro-abortion forces win, not only will abortion continue, but we will be forced to 
support it. Not only will Planned Parenthood be funded; it will become an agency of the 
federal government.

We will not let this happen – and to stop it, we must vote, and vote pro-life.
So many elections are won by just a few percentage points. Gallup found last year that 29% 
of voters only choose candidates that agree with their position on abortion. And pro-
life voters win among that group by a nine-point margin! Pro-life is a winning issue!

continued on pg 6
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Order at ProLifeProducts.org or use this order form and mail in the enclosed 
envelope to: Priests for Life • PO Box 236695 • Cocoa, FL 32923

We would appreciate an extra donation to cover
the costs of shipping and handling. Thank you.

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________ State: ________

Zip: ______________

Phone: (________)___________________

Email: _____________________________

❒ Send _____ Pray for President Trump T-shirt(s) at $20.00 each for a total of $________

❒ Send _____ The Next Step: Ending Late Term Abortion (#3889) at $20.00

    for 100 for a total of $________

❒ Additional Donation $___________ Total

❒ Additional Donation $___________ Total Donation $___________

❒ I made my check payable to: Priests for Life.

❒ Please charge my contribution to my credit card:

❒ VISA  ❒ MASTERCARD  ❒ AMERICAN EXPRESS  ❒ DISCOVER

Card #:____________________________________________ Exp:____/_____

Signature:________________________________________________________

Elections are a numbers game. Register to vote. Remember, you may have to update your 
registration if you’ve moved, or had a name change. ProLifeVoterRegistration.com is a 
special site we have set up. And all of your pro-life events this year should have voter 
registration!

What is at stake in 2020 is bigger than we all realize. The unborn are on the line; 
America is on the line; Western Civilization is on the line. This is not just a choice; 
it’s a war. And only one side will win.

We will end up either with: Mob rule or the rule of law; Collectivism or individual 
rights; Socialism or capitalism; Strengthening bureaucracy or strengthening the family; A 
culture of death or a culture of life.

Our pro-life movement and our Church must throw aside the fear of being politically 
involved and politically vocal. Our concern must not be that we avoid division; but that 
we stand on the right side of that division. Our concern must not be that our Church or 
our movement is being too political, but that our politics have become too pagan. 
We must rise up, speak up, and take hold once again of the reins of leadership, which do 
not belong to corrupt politicians, but to We the People.

I invite you all to pray with me, and to say this prayer each day. You can find it in 
English and Spanish at ElectionPrayer.com. Churches, organizations, families, please use 
this prayer to prepare for the election. The cards have been handed out; let us now pray 
it together.

Year End Activities Report
Priests for Life publishes end of year reports of our activities from our various 
ministries and departments. These reports enable our followers, supporters, and 
colleagues the opportunity to know in more detail what their support and collaboration 
have helped us to accomplish. 

These reports, and the intensive activity they summarize, are a sign to us of God’s 
goodness not only to Priests for Life but to the entire pro-life movement.
You can read our 2019 reports at www.PriestsForLife.org/EndOfYearReports. Please read 
them, pass them along, and let them motivate you to be even more a part of the Priests 
for Life mission around the world!

Fr. Frank Pavone and Alveda 
King joined Gov. Mike Huckabee 
on his TV show on January 
14th. Gov. Huckabee thanked 
them for their “courageous 
and righteous voice for the 
unborn.” Photo courtesy of 
Trinity Broadcasting Network

New brochure focuses on 
ending late term abortion

Every abortion is morally 
unacceptable, and every 
baby is equally deserving 
of protection. Priests 
for Life has long been 
convinced that in moving 
the American public and 
policy away from abortion, 
we start by talking about 
what is most obvious -- 
and most upsetting -- and 
then move on to what is 
less obvious. Late term 
abortion is the place to 
start, and this brochure, 
The Next Step: Ending Late 
Term Abortion, will tell 
you how. 

Pray for 45 T-shirt
Get your “Pray for 45” T-shirt 
today and let 
the world 
know you are 
praying for 
President Trump, 
America’s 45th 
President, and 
the most pro-
life President 
we have ever 
had! The shirt 
also points 
people to our 
election site, 
ProLifeVote.com.

continued from pg 5
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www.ProLifeDonation.org

Priests for Life is not funded by Church entities, but by ordinary people like 
you! Please help us save lives by donating at our secure site,

www.ProLifeDonation.org, or 
sending a check made out to “Priests for Life” to:

Priests for Life, PO Box 236695, Cocoa, FL 32923.

You can also sign up to be a monthly donor, which helps us plan future events 
more effectively! See the options on our website, or call 321-500-1000 for 

assistance!

And you can remember us in your will and other forms of planned giving.
Find out more about joining our Priests for Life Legacy Family at

www.PriestsForLifeLegacy.com or call (321) 500-1000.
Thank you in advance for your generosity!

Priests for Life
PO Box 236695
Cocoa, FL 32923 
321-500-1000
Toll Free: 888-735-3448
E-mail: mail@priestsforlife.org
www.EndAbortion.US

facebook.com/fatherfrankpavone
facebook.com/SilentNoMoreJanet
Twitter: @frfrankpavone 
Twitter: @janetmorana
instagram.com/frfrankpavone 
instagram.com/janetmorana
youtube.com/frfrankpavone
pinterest.com/priestsforlife
flickr.com/frfrankpavone
linkedin.com/in/fatherfrankpavone
soundcloud.com/priests-for-life

      

ProLifeSocialMedia.com

Connect with us on social media so we can ex-
change encouragement and information.

At www.ProLifeSocialMedia.com, you will find a 
multitude of platforms that Priests for Life 
manages. 

Follow us, friend us, like us, and communicate 
with us. Among our largest platforms are in 
the list shown here:

Follow Fr. Frank Pavone on Twitter
Priests for Life is a
leading force for 
prolife social media. 
Here is one of the 
recent tweets on 
Fr. Frank’s Twitter 
account,
@frfrankpavone.
Please make sure 
you’re following
him there!


