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A Thought on the Supreme Court Case Whole 
Woman’s Health vs. Hellerstedt

In its June 27 decision in Whole Woman’s Health vs. 
Hellerstedt, the US Supreme Court was supremely wrong in 
striking down a commonsense law in Texas aimed at protecting 
the health and safety of  women. Regulations like a requirement 
that abortionists have hospital admitting privileges at nearby

PRIESTS FOR LIFE
Gospel  of  L i fe  Ministr ies
Sept - Oct 2016      Vol.26 Number 5

PRIESTS FOR LIFE

This newsletter is available by email, along with a bi-weekly column written by Fr. Frank. Subscribe free of charge at subscribe@priestsforlife.org

A c t i v a t i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  t o  E n d  A b o r t i o n
Gospel  of  L i fe  Ministr ies

www.priestsforlife.org

What is the Church supposed to say as elections approach? 

We as priests and deacons need to be free to do what we 
were ordained to do: teach the Faith, and help people apply it in 
their lives. The Faith applies to every sphere of our private and 
public lives; that includes what our nation does collectively in the 
elections, and what each of us does privately in the voting booth.

Religious freedom includes the freedom to teach our people what 
the Gospel requires us to do at election time.

Yet at election time, we are sometimes told, in effect, that we 
cannot exercise our ministry, or that somehow we have lost the 
ability -- which we are expected to have at every other time of 
the year -- to take Scripture, the Catechism, the documents of 
Vatican II, and other sources -- and teach our people how to 
apply the Faith in their lives.

We are told at times that we can only use certain teaching 
documents and not others. But the fact is that Scripture, the 
Catechism, the documents of Vatican II, and other documents 
like Living the Gospel of Life (US Bishops, 1998) are always 
tools that we can use to help our people live and spread the faith. 
It would be pretty hard to understand circumstances that would 
cause these sources -- written by God or by his Church -- to be 
off limits.

Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director, and Janet Morana, Executive Director, 

were asked to teach a class at the summer bioethics course of the Pontifical 

Athaneum “Regina Apostolorum” this past July. (A “pontifical” university 

is set up or approved by the Holy See itself, to advance the mission of 

the Church.) Fr. Frank and Janet were asked to speak about a particular 

initiative that Priests for Life, through the Silent No More Awareness 

Campaign advances, called “Healing the Shockwaves of Abortion.”  This 

explores the damage abortion does not only to the baby, mother, and 

father, but to siblings, grandparents, the entire family unit, the friends, 

the abortionists and everyone else. See www.AbortionShockwaves.com.
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Third Class Relic of John Paul II - for you!
Priests for Life would like to send you a third-class relic of Pope 

Saint John Paul II -- a prayer card, which was touched to a first class 
relic of some of his blood, taken on the day he died. Cardinal

Stanislaw Dziwisz, the Pope’s personal assistant, gave this relic
to Fr. Frank Pavone and Priests for Life just after John Paul II

was canonized. Order your prayer card relic at
www.PriestsForLife.org/relic. 
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A Thought on the Supreme Court Case Whole 
Woman’s Health vs. Hellerstedt

 
hospitals, and that the abortion facilities meet the standards of 
ambulatory surgical centers were considered unconstitutional 
because of being too burdensome. Here we’re talking about 
things like having an emergency generator in case the power 
goes out during surgery, or having an adequate number of soap 
dispensers in the facility!

But you can’t practice vice virtuously. If you’re an abortionist, 
and you tear the arms and legs off of babies, your conscience 
doesn’t allow you to be concerned about soap dispensers either.

Obviously, the Supreme Court decision in Whole Woman’s 
Health vs. Hellerstedt demonstrates that not enough people 
know and care about the fact that the abortion industry is an 
unscrupulous, unregulated industry that cares no more for 
women than for the children it kills and throws away.

In fact, this decision can really have a boomerang effect on the 
abortion industry, because what it does is to actually prove the 
point we at Priests for Life and in the pro-life movement have 
been making for decades, namely, that the abortion industry 
is not a legitimate medical industry, and is both unwilling 
and unable to live up to the basic standards of medicine. 
The abortionists are the losers and washouts of the medical 
community. 

The abortion industry needed this court decision to go the 
way it did precisely because they needed a bailout. They are an 
industry in collapse. They are losing doctors and losing clinics. 
So the abortion-friendly court had to lower the bar in order to 
help them survive.

This court decision proves our point.

We at Priests for Life submitted a “Friend of the Court” brief 
in this case, giving voice to the women of our Silent No More 
Awareness Campaign about how they are harmed in unregulated 
clinics. Those voices are not silenced by this decision. Neither 
is the information that I helped Life Dynamics compile in the 
mid-1990’s for the book “Lime 5,” which documents case after 
case of corruption in the abortion industry.

That corruption is still there, which is why Texas passed its 
reasonable law which the Supreme Court found too burdensome.

What believers need to do is to continue to learn more about the 
corruption in the abortion industry and then spread awareness 

What is the Church supposed to say as elections approach?

We are also told at times to avoid activities or messages “that 
would put the Church’s tax-exempt status at risk.” This 
admonition is ridiculously vague and unhelpful, and creates 
the mistaken impression that the government is standing 
at our door just waiting to take away the tax-exemption of 
the Church if we appear to be supporting or discrediting a 
particular candidate or political party. Just the opposite is true; 
the government has never done such a thing and has proven 
completely unwilling to enforce any political prohibition on 
our preaching or teaching. I outline this at length in my book 
Abolishing Abortion (www.AbolishingAbortion.com). Yet we 
sit on the sidelines, silenced by our own hallucinations of what 
might happen if we sound “too political.”

Instead, we need to sound the alarm in these days that we are 
called to vote pro-life, that a politician who cannot respect the 
life of a little baby cannot respect ours either, and that the people 
of God need to elect public servants who know the difference 
between serving the public and killing the public.

We are also called to urge our people to get to the polls and to 
help them to vote. This can involve 

• arranging for the distribution of absentee ballots to the 
homebound

• offering transportation to the polling places
• urging our people to utilize the period of “early voting” 

in states that permit it, so as not to leave this important 
responsibility until the last possible day

Priests for Life is conducting this Fall a “Drivers for Life” effort 
by which volunteers offer to drive people to the polling places 
during the early voting days and on Election Day. Find out 
more about this and our other activities at 
www.PoliticalResponsibility.com.

Connect with us: ProLifeSocialMedia.com
Priests for Life and its family of ministries maintain a vibrant presence 
on social media. At www.ProLifeSocialMedia.com, you will find links to 

the various platforms on which you can interact with us to be informed, 
inspired, and networked on the cutting edge pro-life issues of the day. 

Join us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and many other 
platforms as we interact with people at every level of society and the 

Church to bring an end to abortion. See you online!!
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of it to everyone they can. Public awareness of the need for laws 
regulating these clinics will blunt the force of court decisions 
like this. That is why Priests for Life has re-launched the 
educational effort www.ExposeAbortion.com, which contains 
multiple resources for showing what abortion is and what kind 
of impact it has. 

This action of the Court highlights the importance of the 
Supreme Court and elections of 2016 by which the next 
President and Senators will shape the Supreme Court for the 
next several decades.  Therefore we urge people to get involved 
and vote pro-life. Join our political responsibility efforts, and 
let’s reclaim the Court for America and for life!

Pope Francis, the Jubilee of Tears, and Abortion 
by Kevin Burke, Pastoral Associate, Priests for Life and Silent No More

On May 5, 2016 in Rome, Pope Francis celebrated the “Jubilee 
of Tears,” one of the special events of the Year of Mercy, to show 
solidarity with all who mourn. The Pope spoke of the bitter grief 
of losing a loved one. He said,

“The bitterest tears…of those who have seen a 
loved one violently torn from them; the tears of 

grandparents, mothers and fathers, children; eyes 
that keep staring at the sunset and find it hard to see 

the dawn of a new day.”

This brings to mind the suffering of those who have participated 
in some way in the death of an unborn child; parents, 
grandparents, friends and others. We remember especially those 
moms who have experienced the horror of having their unborn 
child “violently torn from them” by abortion.

Pope Francis shares the medicine for grieving hearts: “We need 
the mercy, the consolation that comes from the Lord.”

Rachel’s Vineyard, a worldwide ministry of Priests for Life, 
offered more than 1,000 healing weekend programs around 
the world in the last year for those suffering after abortion. In 
this Year of Mercy, let’s work together to spread these healing 
opportunities more than ever. Visit www.RachelsVineyard.org.

Evangelist Alveda King Intensifies Her Mission 
With Priests for Life

 Civil Rights for the Unborn (CRU), the African-
American Outreach for Priests for Life, engages Black pro-life 
leaders and the Black community at large to inform, train and 
activate them to reach America and beyond to transform the 
culture for the sanctity of life.

CRU broadcasts our message through traditional media and 
social media while speaking at various venues like pregnancy 
resource centers, conferences, pro-life organizations, prayer 
rallies, and other networking opportunities. 
 
Although much of our work involves traveling around the nation 
and globally, one of the greatest opportunities involves working 
in our local communities. Here we experience the harvest of the 
fruits of our work while speaking for various groups at home. 
Here our work in our local communities allows us to share in 
the lives that are changed by our involvement.

One testimony is from a young lady who was feeling bad about 
working at a local abortion clinic and God revealed to her that 
what she was doing was wrong. She reached out to us in our 
local PFL office. After our initial counseling, she made the 
decision to quit her assignment at the abortion mill although 
she had no idea how she would support herself. 

With help from CRU members and some help from other 
pro-life groups in the area she was able to get through several 
difficult challenges and keep herself on the right track.
 
Another local contact is from a young lady who was abortion-
minded but saw us on Facebook and reached out to us for help 
and advice. She too had a change of heart after speaking with 
a staff member.  CRU staff contacted an area pregnancy help 
center to ensure that this young lady would get the help she 
needed. 
 
With over 30 years of experience working in the pro-life 
movement, as Director of CRU, Alveda has been influential in 
saving countless lives. Sometimes we get praise reports; other 
times we never know we’ve touched a life and heart. Yet the 
beat goes on. Always the most important work remains, which 
is helping to spread the Gospel of Life and the Ministry of Jesus 
Christ through the sharing of our love in the lives of others.

“Father Frank, this is the civil rights movement!” Evangelist Alveda King to 
Father Frank Pavone at the National March for Life over a decade ago.
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Featured Products

Election Toolkit   
Get active in this year’s elections 
with these important resources! 
We will send you an Election 
Toolkit for $30 (including 
shipping) containing one each of 
the following products: 

Abolishing Abortion
by Fr. Frank Pavone explores biblical, moral, 
historical, and legal reasons Christians belong 
in the public square and challenges both 
churches and individual Christians to full 
engagement.  Signed by Fr. Frank. Extra copies 
of this book are available for your family and 
friends for $20 each or 3 for $50.00

• 10 Responses to Pro- Abortion Politicians bro-
chure answers the worn-out arguments often used 
by pro-abortion politicians. 

• Voting with a Clear Conscience brochure explains the Catholic citizen’s moral 
obligation to vote and take an active role in the nation’s political process. 

• A Study Guide to the US Bishops’ document Living the Gospel of Life:
A Challenge to American Catholics. 

• Church and Politics: Are We As Restricted As We Think? Priests for Life and the 
Ave Maria School of Law co-sponsored a symposium for clergy and attorneys. These 
symposium papers will give pastors a broader understanding of the law in this area, 
and assist them to fulfill their mission with greater confidence. 

• Election Prayer for Life Prayer Card.

Find more great Pro Life products at ProLifeProducts.org!
Order at ProLifeProducts.org or use this order form and mail in the enclosed envelope to

Priests for Life, PO Box 141172, Staten Island, NY 10314  

Father Pavone to receive “Freedom Fighter Award”

 The American Freedom Law Center, the legal firm that 
represents Priests for Life in Supreme Court Case Priests for Life 
vs. HHS, will bestow its Freedom Fighter Award for 2016 on 
Father Frank Pavone, National Director of Priests for Life.

Father Frank and his co-honorees, Gregg Cunningham, 
executive director for the Center for Bio-Ethical Reform, and 
Lilli Johnson, president of Johnson Welded Products, were 
chosen for demonstrating “exceptional courage in defending 
religious freedom and the right to life.”

The American Freedom Law Center, founded by Robert Muise 
and David Yerulshami, specializes in battling assaults on the 
First Amendment and its guarantee of religious liberty for all 
Americans. Visit www.AmericanFreedomLawCenter.org.

Pray with us for Life     
PrayerCampaign.org is our prayer website. Visit there often for prayer 
campaigns, intentions, and resources.

~ September intention: That schools and universities teach the 
full truth about the abortion issue.

~ October intention: That voters may elect pro-life candidates to 
office.

~ September 6-November 8, 2016: Nine Week Election Novena.

~ October 8-16, 2016: Novena to St. Gerard Majella (Patron 
Saint of Pregnancy and Childbirth) .

~ October 14-22, 2016: Novena to St. John Paul II.

~ October 22-30, 2016: Novena for Priests, leading to Priesthood 
Sunday. 

Name: _____________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________

City: ________________________ State: ____ Zip:__________

Phone: ________________ Email: _______________________

  Send ____ Election Toolkit(s) (#3650) at $30.00 each

(including shipping) for a total of $  _________ 

  Send Extra Copies ____ of Abolishing Abortion(s) (#3573) at 

$20.00 each or 3 for $50.00 for a total of $  _________ 

  Additional Donation $_________ Total Donation $_________ 

 I made my check payable to: Priests for Life.

 Please charge my contribution to my credit card:              

  VISA    MASTERCARD   AMERICAN EXPRESS    DISCOVER 

Card #:___________________________________

Exp:____/____     Sign_______________________________

Shipping and Handling for extra copies of Abolishing Abortion
• $0.00 to $25..........$5.75
• $25.01 to $50........$7.95
• $50.01 to $100......$9.95
• $100.01 to $200....$11.95
• $200.01 or more....$19.95

Prepared & Designed for “Priests For Life” by the goodiidesign agency - k.danielsnanni@goodiidesign.com  -  613.822.1881




