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On his way to becoming a Catholic 
priest, Fr. Dave Leon got married and 

A lifelong Catholic who prayed the 
rosary every day with his family while 
growing up, Fr. Dave said he did not 
want his marriage to end but when it 
did, because it was not valid in the eyes 
of the Church, he was able to get an 
annulment. Once his youngest child, 
Nathan, was grown up and living on his 
own, he made the decision to pursue 
ordination. 

“My oldest daughter asked me if they were losing a father and 
I said, no, you’re gaining a much larger family,” he said. He was 
ordained for the Diocese of San Diego in 2005 and now serves as 
the pastor of two churches, St. Adelaide in Campo and St. Mary 
Magdalene in Jacumba.

Always passionate about the pro-life cause - “Because I’m 
Catholic!” - he is a member of Priests for Life and recalls a time in 
the early 2000s when Priests for Life National Director Fr. Frank 
Pavone was speaking about the pro-life movement at a parish in 
San Diego.

“Fr. Frank was making a strong appeal for everyone, and 
especially those in any kind of parish leadership, to understand 
the importance of the issue. He opened it up for to anyone who 
had a comment or a question and the pastor had the audacity 
to open the conversation by saying ‘we’re in an election year and 
there’s no way in the world I’m going to touch on this hot topic 
because it will offend some of my parishioners.’ 

Fr. Dave continues, “I couldn’t stand it. I said that’s the very 
reason we’re in the mess that we’re in.”

Fr. Dave said he preaches frequently on abortion, particularly 
during Saturday vigil Masses and “any time the Sunday Scriptures 
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A “Much Larger Family”

Fr. David Leon

By Frank Pavone

It is never too soon to start thinking about the elections. In fact, 
Elections 2026 are well underway, and early this year we will 
see primary races shaping up across the country. Please stay 
informed about the schedule at your state by going regularly to 
our site StateElectionCalendar.org, and our overall election site, 
ProLifeVote.com. 

As pro-life Americans, we have both the privilege and the 
responsibility to participate in this process, ensuring that our voices 
are heard and our values are represented. Waiting until the last 
minute to become informed or registered can mean missing out on 

right to vote.

In the 2026 elections, 33 U.S. Senate seats and all 435 seats in 

determine the balance of power in Congress and, by extension, 
whether the agenda we voted for in 2024 when we elected 

since then, will continue full force.

He will stay the course, but if the Democrats gain a majority of 
either chamber of Congress, they will launch all kinds of fake 
investigations, impeachment hearings in the House, and other 
partisan circuses by which they made fools of themselves during 

– our agenda – is. And we have to come out and vote with just as 
much eagerness as if his name were on the ballot.

Several abortion extremists will be exiting the Senate, including 

the vice president of Planned Parenthood Minnesota before she 
was elected to the Senate. But some pro-life stalwarts also are 

of Alabama.

We must work to elect pro-lifers to all of these seats. Our goal is a 



PrayerIntentions.org and ProLifePrayers.com
Leave us your prayer intentions as often as you like at PrayerIntentions.org and we will remember you in our prayers and 
Masses! Visit ProLifePrayers.com for prayers and resources.
January intention:  For those who share their abortion testimonies through the Silent No More Awareness Campaign 
January 14-22:  Novena of Reparation for the Victims of Abortion (www.PrayerCampaign.org/Reparation) 
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Frank Pavone’s January Travel

Jan. 16: Florida Right to Life Love for Life Gala with
      Tim Tebow in Jacksonville.
Jan. 17: Speaker at the Florida March for the Preborn in
      Jacksonville.
Jan. 22-23: March for Life and surrounding activities in
      Washington, DC
January 24: Walk for Life West Coast in San Francisco.

For complete details see www.PriestsForLife.org/travel
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Pro-Life Social Media 

Connect with us on social 
media so we can exchange 
encouragement and information. 
At ProLifeSocialMedia.com you 

that Priests for Life manages. 
Follow us, friend us, like us, and 
communicate with us. Among our 

 
A “Much Larger Family””

Start preparing today for the 
midterm elections

View our daily broadcasts at EndAbortion.TV.

Voters in 36 states also will cast their ballots for governor, 
choosing leaders who will guide state policies on education, 
crime, healthcare and more. Governors play a crucial role in 
implementing federal programs, appointing judges, and setting 
the tone for their state’s moral and economic climate. 

Some of the most pro-abortion governors are subject to term 

Whitmer in Michigan, Gavin Newsom in California and Michelle 

were supportive of some kind of pro-life focus.”

Fr. Dave also makes good use of the clergy section of the Priests 
for Life website (www.ProLife.Church), frequently praying the 
general intercessions there and reading to parishioners the short 

comment so they have that attentiveness as we go through the 
Mass readings,” he said.

In addition to his pro-life work, Fr. Dave is a priest/chaplain with 
Courage & EnCourage International Apostolate and is involved in 

Fr. Dave is planning to retire soon from parish ministry to move 

29 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. His youngest 
child, the one whose successful launch into adulthood opened 
the door to Fr. Dave’s vocation, is now an award-winning producer 

putting down new roots in Birmingham, Alabama, to be close by.

Lujan Grisham in New Mexico. But some of the most pro-life 
leaders, including Gov. Ron DeSantis in Florida and Alabama’s Gov. 
Kay Ivey, also will be exiting. 

In all, 18 states now led by Democrats and 18 led by pro-life 
Republicans will have new governors come January 2027. Let’s 
make sure they all know the difference between serving the public 
and killing the public.

is to ensure their voter registration info is up to date. Go to 
CheckYourVoterRegistration.com. Also, make sure any young 
people who will turn 18 by Election Day are registered; they don’t 
have to wait until their birthdays to do so.

announced, what they stand for and - most crucially - how they have 
and will vote on issues surrounding the sanctity of life and religious 
freedom.

And don’t forget to vote early! Most states allow early voting in the 
primaries. On our StateElectionCalendar.org site, you’ll also see a 

Finally, I encourage all of you to join our team of election volunteers. 
We already meet monthly via Zoom and each call is informative and 
important. Go to ProLifeVolunteer.com to sign up.



With MI 
gubernatorial 
candidate Pastor 
Ralph Rebant, 
who attended 
the pastors’ 
gathering at 
which I recently 
spoke.

Spoke at 
Historic 
Sacred Heart 
Chapel in 
Covina, CA 
on Nov 14 of 
this year.
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end of this year, but you won’t have to wait that long to have a 
chance to meet one of the actors on the hit television show.

will be the guest 
speaker at the 31st 
annual National Prayer 
Service to take place 
Jan. 23 at Constitution 
Hall in Washington, 
D.C. 

attended the service 
held every year on 
the morning of the 
March for Life and 
had a chance to meet 
Priests for Life National 

Director Frank Pavone in person after following him online for 
several years. When he visited Priests for Life headquarters recently, 
Pavone asked him if he would like to speak at this year’s service.  He 

Convergence New children’s book emphasizes 
Christian meaning of Valentine’s Day

Actor from “The Chosen” to speak at Jan. 23 National Prayer Service

By Frank Pavone

Each January, three observances converge that reinforce each
other in our quest for justice. January 15 is the birthday of 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; week later, on January 22, is 
the anniversary of the tragic Roe vs. Wade decision, and from 
January 18 to 25 is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

Jesus Christ prayed that his followers would be one, as he and
the Father are one. And even though that unity is imperfect, our 

In his encyclical letter on Christian Unity, issued in 1995, Pope
John Paul II wrote, “Many Christians from all Communities, by
reason of their faith, are jointly involved in bold projects aimed
at changing the world by inculcating respect for the rights
and needs of everyone, especially … the defenseless.”

As our Board member Dr. Alveda King, who is not a Catholic, always 
says, the civil rights movement of today is the prolife movement. 
And as her late mother Naomi declared, non-violence is not non-
violence if we continue to tolerate violence against the unborn.

Your Valentine is a new children’s picture book from bestselling 
author Anthony DeStefano that attempts to reclaim the true 
Christian meaning of Valentine’s Day. 

Based on genuine historical facts about St. Valentine, this 
enchanting rhyming book offers a much-needed antidote to 

dominates our culture. 

In Your Valentine, readers are introduced to St. Valentine as a 
courageous 3rd century Christian bishop who risked his life to 
marry couples at a time when marriage was outlawed by the 

At its heart, this book is about love and marriage as a total gift of 
self, a message that is badly needed in today’s world where love 

is under such vicious attack. 

about the origins of Valentine’s Day but also introduces them to the 

was happy to accept.

Recalling how he came across Priests for Life’s livestreamed 

Fr. Frank was doing. And I knew this was the guy I want to talk 
to, this is the guy I want to collaborate with. Since then, I haven’t 
stopped.”

and Constitution Hall - a National Historic Landmark - can easily 
accommodate large groups. Everyone in attendance will receive a 
free gift at the service’s conclusion.

Institute of Family and Life Advocates; American Principles Project; 

Human Life Alliance. 

For more information, go to NationalPrayerService.com. 
Constitution Hall is at 1776 D. St. NW, at the corner of 18th St.

Liche Ariza as Gedara.
Photo by Mike Kubeisy
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�  Your Valentine (#4772) at $17 each.         
�  In the Heart of His Mercy (#3888) $3.50 for 1; $3.25 each for 12+;
  $3 each for 25+; $2.75 each for 50+; $2.50 each for 75+ or $2.25 each for 100+.   
   Also available in digital format at ProLifeProducts.org  
�  Rivers of Blood, Oceans of Mercy (#4590) at $8.     
�  30 Days to Your New Life (#4633) at $10.          
  Be sure to check out our great deals in our clearance section at ProLifeProducts.org

Visit ProLifeProducts.org and see the “digital downloads” category to order the digital books.  
We would appreciate an extra donation to cover shipping and handling.

�
�
�
� VISA � � AMERICAN EXPRESS � DISCOVER 

Order at ProLifeProducts.org or use this form and (if applicable) the enclosed envelope.
Priests for Life • PO Box 236695 • Cocoa, FL 32923  •  Orders@PriestsForLife.org  •  321-500-1000

(A) (B) (C) (D)

(A) Your Valentine: Your Valentine by Anthony DeStefano. See article on page 3.
(B) In the Heart of His Mercy: Prayers to Heal the Wounds of Abortion. Prayers for those praying for the wounded and for the wounded praying for themselves.  
(C) Rivers of Blood, Oceans of Mercy: Lifts the veil on reproductive rights, and reveals how the fallout from more than 60 million abortions extends far 
beyond the private sphere of a woman’s personal healthcare decisions; the impact is dynamic, and far-reaching.
(D) 30 Days to Your New Life: A Guide to Transforming Yourself from Head to Soul. This is a book about getting results, about breaking out of self-delusion 
and taking small, practical steps to transform your life from head to soul.

609686

Featured Products


