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Voter Registration Age Requirements by State 

While the legal voting age in the U.S. is 18, voter registration and pre-registration rules and ages are 
different in every state. Check your state’s official voter registration page in the links below for the 
most detailed and up-to-date information.  

State Earliest Age You Can Register 

Alabama You must be at least 18 on or before Election Day to register. 

Alaska You must be at least 18 or within 90 days of your 18th birthday to register. 

Arizona You must be 18 or older on or before the next general election to register. 

Arkansas You must be 18 or turn 18 on or before the next Election Day to register. 

California 

You must be 18 or older on Election Day to register. You can pre-register to vote at 16 
or 17 and if you do, you will automatically be registered to vote on your 18th birthday. 

Colorado You must be at least 16 to register and 18 to vote. 

Connecticut 

If you are at least 17 and turning 18 before Election Day, you can register to vote and 
you may participate in the general primary. 

Delaware You must be 18 by the next general election to register. 

District of 
Columbia 

You can pre-register at 16. You may vote in a primary election if you are at least 17 
years old and you will be at least 18 years old by the next general election. 

Florida You must be at least 16 to pre-register. 

Georgia You must be at least 17 ½ to register and 18 to vote.  

Hawaii You can pre-register at 16. You must be 18 to vote. 

Idaho You must be at least 18 on Election Day to register. 

Illinois 

To register, you must be 17 years old on or before the date of the Primary Election 
and turn 18 on or before the date of the General or Consolidated Election. 

Indiana 

You must be at least 18 on or before the next general, municipal, or special election to 
register. You can register and vote in a primary election at 17 if you’ll turn 18 on or 
before the next general or municipal election. 

Iowa 

You must be at least 17 to register. You may vote if you will be 18 on or before 
Election Day. In the case of primary elections, you may vote if you will be 18 years old 
on or before the corresponding regular election. 

http://www.alabamavotes.gov/VoterRegistrationInfo.aspx?a=voters
http://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/whocanregisterandwhocanvote.php
http://www.azsos.gov/elections/voting-election/register-vote-or-update-your-current-voter-information
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/voter-information/voter-registration-information
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHomeMobile.htm
https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Voter-Information/Voting-Eligibility
http://elections.delaware.gov/voter/eligibility.shtml
https://www.vote4dc.com/ApplyInstructions/Register
https://www.vote4dc.com/ApplyInstructions/Register
http://dos.myflorida.com/elections/for-voters/voter-registration/register-to-vote-or-update-your-information/
http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/faq
http://elections.hawaii.gov/frequently-asked-questions/voter-registration/#jump-8
https://sos.idaho.gov/elections-division/
https://ova.elections.il.gov/
https://indianavoters.in.gov/
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/voterregistration.html
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While the legal voting age in the U.S. is 18, voter registration and pre-registration rules and ages are 
different in every state. Check your state’s official voter registration page in the links below for the 
most detailed and up-to-date information.  

State Earliest Age You Can Register 

Kansas You must be 18 on or before the next election to register. 

Kentucky 

You can pre-register at 17 but you must be 18 on or before the next general election 
to vote. If you are 17 and will be 18 on the next general election, you may vote in the 
primary election. 

Louisiana 

You can be 16 to register in person at the Registrar of Voters office or at the Louisiana 
Office of Motor Vehicles. If you register another way, you must be at least 17. 

Maine 

You must be at least 17 to register. You can vote at age 17 in a primary if you'll be 18 
by the next general election. 

Maryland 

You can register if you are at least 16 but cannot vote unless you will be at least 18 
years old by the next general election. 

Massachusetts 

You can pre-register at 16 or 17. Once you become old enough to vote, your local 
election office will move you from the list of pre-registrants to the list of registered 
voters. 

Michigan You must be at least 18 by Election Day to register. 

Minnesota 

To pre-register to vote at 17, you must be at least 18 when the next election occurs 
(special, township, state primary, or state general). 

Mississippi You must be 18 on or before the next general Election Day to register. 

Missouri You must be at least 17 ½ to register. 

Montana You must be 18 on or before the next election to register. 

Nebraska 

You must be 18 on or before the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of 
the current calendar year to register. 

Nevada 

You can pre-register at 17. If you’ve pre-registered, you’re automatically deemed 
registered to vote on your 18th birthday unless your pre-registration is canceled. 

New 
Hampshire 

You must be 18 or older on the day of the next election to register. 

New Jersey You must be at least 17 to register. 

New Mexico You must be 18 years or older at the time of the next election.  

https://www.kdor.ks.gov/Apps/VoterReg/Default.aspx
https://elect.ky.gov/Frequently-Asked-Questions/Pages/Voter-Registration.aspx
http://www.sos.la.gov/ElectionsAndVoting/RegisterToVote/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/voter-info/voterguide.html
http://elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/index.html
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleifv/howreg.htm
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633_8716_8726_47669---,00.html
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/
https://www.sos.ms.gov/Elections-Voting/Pages/Voter-Registration-Information.aspx
http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/goVoteMissouri/register
https://sosmt.gov/elections/vote/?dt=1523469040559
https://www.nebraska.gov/apps-sos-voter-registration/eligibility/citizen
https://www.nvsos.gov/sos/elections/voters/registering-to-vote
http://sos.nh.gov/HowRegVote.aspx
http://sos.nh.gov/HowRegVote.aspx
http://www.njelections.org/voting-information.html
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voter-information/voter-registration-information/
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While the legal voting age in the U.S. is 18, voter registration and pre-registration rules and ages are 
different in every state. Check your state’s official voter registration page in the links below for the 
most detailed and up-to-date information.  

State Earliest Age You Can Register 

New York 

You must be 18 by the end of the calendar year in which you register to vote. You 
must be 18 by the date of the general, primary, or other election in which you want to 
vote. 

North Carolina 

You can pre-register to vote at 16 if you will be 18 at the time of the next general 
election. 

North Dakota You do not have to register to vote in North Dakota. 

Ohio 

If you’re 17 and will be 18 on or before the general election, you can register to vote. 
You may also vote in the primary election to nominate candidates. But you cannot 
vote on issues or party central committees until you are 18. 

Oklahoma You must be 17 ½ to pre-register. 

Oregon You must be at least 16 to register. 

Pennsylvania You must be at least 18 on the day of the next election to register. 

Rhode Island You must be at least 16 to register. 

South Carolina You must be 18 on or before the next election to register. 

South Dakota You must be 18 on or before the next election to register. 

Tennessee You must be at least 18 on or before the next election to register. 

Texas You must be at least 17 and 10 months old and 18 on Election Day to register. 

Utah 

You can pre-register if you are 16 or 17. You will automatically be registered to vote 
when you turn 18. 

Vermont 

If you are 17 and will become 18 before the next election, you can submit your 
registration application. Your registration will become active when you turn 18 and 
take the Voter’s Oath. If you will be 18 on or before a general election, you can 
register and vote in the primary election immediately preceding that general election. 

Virginia 

If you are 17 and will be 18 at the next general election, you may register in advance 
and vote in any primary or special election leading up to that general election. 

Washington 

If you’re 16 or 17, you can sign up as a future voter and you’ll be automatically 
registered to vote when you turn 18. 

http://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingRegister.html
https://www.ncsbe.gov/Voters/Registering-to-Vote
https://vip.sos.nd.gov/PortalListDetails.aspx?ptlhPKID=78&ptlPKID=7
https://www.sos.state.oh.us/elections/voters/voter-eligibility-residency-reqs/#qualifications
https://www.ok.gov/elections/Voter_Info/Register_to_Vote/
https://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/registration.aspx?lang=en
http://www.votespa.com/Register-to-Vote/Pages/Voter-Registration-Requirements.aspx
http://www.elections.ri.gov/voting/registration.php
https://www.scvotes.org/south-carolina-voter-registration-information
https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/voting/register-to-vote/
http://sos.tn.gov/products/elections/register-vote
http://www.votetexas.gov/register-to-vote/
https://voteinfo.utah.gov/
https://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections/frequently-asked-questions/voter-registration.aspx
http://elections.virginia.gov/registration/how-to-register/
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/future-voter-program.aspx
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While the legal voting age in the U.S. is 18, voter registration and pre-registration rules and ages are 
different in every state. Check your state’s official voter registration page in the links below for the 
most detailed and up-to-date information.  

State Earliest Age You Can Register 

West Virginia 

You must be at least 17 and turning 18 before the next election to register. If you’re 
17 and will be 18 before the next general election, you can also vote in primary 
elections. 

Wisconsin You may register at 17 if you will be 18 by the next election. 

Wyoming You must be 18 on or before the next election to register. 

 

https://sos.wv.gov/elections/Pages/FAQs.aspx
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/RegisterToVote
http://soswy.state.wy.us/Elections/RegisteringToVote.aspx

